
  
Page 1 

 

  

GMDC NEWS 
April 2016 

 

 
 

“Can you dig it? We can!” 
 
 

detectinghistory@ 
yahoo.com 

 
 

Club Officers 
President 

Susannah Kriegshauser 
 

Vice President 
Jim Hammond 

 

Treasurer 
John Westermayer 

 

 
Susannah in England 

President's Corner 

 
By Susannah Kriegshauser 
 

Hello fellow dirt fishers! 

Sorry for the delay of this issue. Myself, Jim Hammond, and 
Pat Reece have just returned from metal detecting in 
England where we had fun finding items we would never 
have found in the United States, such as a 1635 Charles I 
silver hammered penny, a 3rd c. bronze Roman coin, and a 
1420s coin weight used to measure gold coins, among 
others. Pat will be giving a presentation at our June meeting 
on our experience. And a big thanks to our treasurer, John 
Westermayer, for taking over the running of an entire 
meeting and hunt, along with help from our members. What 
a big job that was! 

At our next meeting we will be discussing adding a buddy list 
to our newsletter for those who wish to find a fellow 
detectorist to hunt with. Perhaps you’ve never seen another 
detectorist in your area, and would like to know if someone 
is out there. Or perhaps you are new to detecting and wish 
to pair up with someone more experienced. Or maybe you 
just want to hunt with a like-minded enthusiast or two for a 
single hunt. Email us at detectinghistory@yahoo.com, add 
your name and area and we will see that it’s posted. 

Since the formation of our club in January of this year, 
membership has just exploded! This phenomenal growth was 
unexpected but welcome. It does bring problems however. 
Usual hunt sites (except parks) are usually not big enough to 
contain us all, so finding new ones that can hold at least     
35-40 detectorists should be a priority for all members. Does 
Great-Aunt Tilly still own that farm you used to run around 
on? How about that weekend club house where you go 
fishing? Remember, we cover both Missouri and Illinois, so 
there should be a lot of opportunities out there for group 
hunt sites. Our Mystery Hunt in May is an example of a 
member stepping forward with just such a site, and look how 
much we are all looking forward to that. So think about all 
the places you know, and contact us if you know of a site. 

Happy Hunting! 

  Susannah 
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CALENDAR 
 
Jan 05: GMDC meeting 
Jan 16: Metal Detecting 
 Basics Class. MO 
 Civil War Museum 
Jan 23: Metal Detecting 
 Basics Class. MO 
 Civil War Museum 
Feb 02: GMDC meeting 
Feb 21: GMDC hunt. 
  Willmore Park 
Mar 01: GMDC meeting 
Mar 12: Metal Detecting 
   Basics Class 
Mar 20: GMDC hunt. 
   St. Marcus Park 
Apr 05:  GMDC meeting 
Apr 09:  GMDC hunt. 
   Christy Greenway 
May 03: GMDC meeting 
May 14: Metal Detecting 
   Basics Class 
May 15: GMDC hunt. 
   Mystery Hunt. 
   DeSoto, MO 
Jun 07:  GMDC meeting 
Jun 11:  GMDC hunt. 
   Fultz Field. 
   River des Peres 
Jul 05:   GMDC meeting 
Jul 09:   GMDC hunt. 
  St. Marcus Park 
Aug 02: GMDC meeting 
Aug 06: GMDC hunt. 
   TBD 
Sep 06:  GMDC meeting 
Sep 10:  GMDC hunt. 
   BBQ/Hunt Games 
Oct 04:  GMDC meeting 
Oct 08:  GMDC hunt. 
   TBD 
 

Monthly Meeting 
 
Treasurer John Westermayer called the meeting to order at 
7:00 pm. After the pledge of allegiance, he explained that 
Susannah Kriegshauser, president, Jim Hammond, vice 
president, and club member Pat Reece were in England 
metal detecting. There were 22 people in attendance. Seven 
new members signed on: Michael Sternel, Jack Kountz, Rick & 
Kathy Crowell, Chris & Sam Allard, and Gabe Young. Welcome! 
 
The new monthly hunt date and time were reviewed and it was 
noticed that the June hunt had the wrong date on the website. It 
should be June 11. John asked if anyone had any problem learning 
about last month’s hunt being cancelled via email, and no one had.  
 
Rob Willett talked about the many ways you can get your name 
entered in the drawing for a Garrett waterproof pinpointer. Giving 
a presentation at a meeting on a special hobby, or a tech talk 
about metal detecting-related items, were some of the ways. 
Finding the club a viable hunt site for at least 35-40 people was 
another, as was attending any club class. Any volunteering for a 
club activity also counted. 
 
Lee Nunnally explained that interested club members will need 
training to become part of the club’s Evidence Recovery Team. 
Susannah Kriegshauser will be making up a class for this in the 
future. 
 
A member asked if there was a place closer to DeSoto to meet for 
the Mystery Hunt in May. The officers will discuss this and let 
everyone know. John gave more facts about the property. 
 
John announced that Pat Reece will be giving a presentation at the 
June meeting on the England metal detecting trip that she, 
Susannah, and Jim Hammond were currently on. 
 
Rob Willett gave a good presentation on coin cleaning. There were 
a lot of questions and lively interest regarding cleaning jewelry, 
coins, and other finds. 
 
All new members were asked to introduce themselves and give a 
little history about their detecting experience. We will be making 
this a regular feature from now on. 
 
Tom and Bobby won the silver coin attendance prizes, and a new 
member (name not recorded) won the 50/50. 
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Don’t you wish our club hunts 
could be on fields like these? 
 
 

 
 
Farmland like this makes 
easy hunting. 
 

 
 
 
You won’t find Roman 
coins like this at our 
monthly hunts, unless you 
go to the grounds of Cliff 
Cave library where we 
used to hold the Metal 
Detecting Basics class! 
 
 
 

Monthly Club Hunt 

 
By John Westermayer 
 
The club had its monthly hunt on April 9 at Christy Greenway at 
Holly Hills Avenue. It sure was an unseasonably cold day!  The day 
was dry and sunny however, and it turned out to be a great day to 
hunt. Eight intrepid people braved the 31 degree temperature to 
hunt this new site for the club. 
 
During the hunt one of our members was approached by a couple 
who had moved away years ago to another state. They now do 
metal detecting over there. They were in town and in the park, 
and seeing us with detectors, came over to talk. They showed our 
member where kids used to sled ride down a hill and where 
churches had gatherings in the park. This is what makes these 
hunts more fun! (And profitable!) 
 
Tom found the most unusual find at the hunt this month. A metal 
box wrapped in plastic came to light, and when he shook it, it 
rattled. He still had not opened it when we left, and perhaps at the 
next meeting he can tell us what was in it! (We suspect it might 
have been a geocaching item. If you ever come across a geocache, 
please be sure to leave it intact, as these are recorded by GPS on 
an international website for all geocachers). 
 
Other members found coins and miscellaneous items. Most 
members hunted from 8:30 to 10:30 am, with a few deciding to 
keep hunting after that time. 
 
Our club will be hunting large sections of this greenway in the 
coming months. It extends for miles, with plenty of room for our 
growing number of hunt attendees. However, if you know of a 
special site that can hold 35-40 detectorists, such as an old farm, 
old township, or other place, please contact any officer. If we use 
it as a hunt site, you will have earned an entry in the Garrett 
Pinpointer contest to be held in September.  
 
Anyone who comes to a monthly hunt is encouraged to take 
pictures that we can post in our newsletter. We love the sight of 
members holding up their finds to the camera! 
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Tech Talk 

 
By Susannah Kriegshauser 
 

Coin Signal Disappearance 
 
Coins emit "clean" or "solid" signals 
because most general-use detectors are 
calibrated by the manufacturer to coins, 
which have a specific disk shape. 
 
Coins on edge, fragments of coins, and 
other non-coin objects will always vary in 
sound recognition, since they are not 
bouncing back a “circular” signal. Most 
"circular" sounds however, will be clear, 
short, and sharp, leading you to think that 
some objects are a coin, only to be 
disappointed when they come up as a 
washer or bottle cap (and who hasn't had 
this happen?).  
 
A newly buried coin is actually harder to 
detect at a depth of a few inches than a 
coin that is deeper and has lain in the 
ground for a while. Sounds funny, right?  
 
But a coin buried for some time will shed 
particles of itself, which through soil and 
water movement actually expand into a 
"halo" around it, making it seem larger, and 
therefore easier to detect. When you dig 
this supposed large coin, you scatter the 
"halo" fragments into tiny particles, which is 
why your coin then seems to suddenly 
disappear. Check the debris pile carefully, 
plus the sides of the hole. Check again. 
 
If you still can’t find it, place everything 
back into the hole and rescan. Check the 
area around the hole too. If all that fails, it 
might have been a coin that has so 
disintegrated that only particles are left. 

Mystery Hunt 

(May 15, 2016) 
 
DeSoto, Missouri 
 
Since we firmly believe that our club 
members are entitled to perks, we have 
been given a wonderful hunt site that is for 
MEMBERS ONLY. You must be a member as 
of the May 3 meeting to participate. 
 
A club member knew of this site and 
contacted the landowner about detecting 
there. This member presented the owner 
with examples of the club’s responsible 
detecting techniques, including trash 
disposal, hole filling, proper hinge plugs in 
lawns, and more. A huge thank you goes to 
this member! 
 
After consideration of these, the landowner 
has granted us permission to hunt his land 
which includes several old buildings. On 
these types of owned-land hunts, per the 
owner’s request, all finds will be vetted first 
by the landowner using our Genevieve 
System. Please be sure to adhere to this, as 
adjacent owners will be watching. We 
have had some feelers about detecting 
their properties. 
 
Those who have been to Susannah's class 
know how this system works. The May 
meeting will also have a presentation on it 
to refresh everyone’s memory. If you don’t 
know this system, please contact one of the 
officers for information.  
 
This is a wonderful opportunity for us. 
Please read more details under the 
CALENDAR section of the website. 
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LESCHE WE FORGET… 

 

 

By Susannah Kriegshauser 
 

(from Kellyco "Treasures, Finds, and Stories") 
 
 
"My name is David, I have been metal detecting for 24 years after starting when I was 15 with 
my Dad. I mainly hunt for old coins and relics and have found some nice pieces over the years." 
 
His story started out as a normal day coinshooting a park in Tennessee with a buddy. Knowing 
the park had been heavily detected, he decided to hunt a nearby patch of woods. After making 
his first pass, "I turned back to make another pass when I got a nice high tone on my Minelab 
ETrac. I was hoping for something good as I kicked back the leaves to dig my plug, but I was very 
surprised and shocked to see a pistol laying just underneath. I have dug a few cap guns over the 
years but I could tell right away that this was not a toy. I did not remove it and quickly called 
police. [Emphasis by editor]. 
 
 
 

       
 
 
 
 
As [my buddy and I—ed.] walked back down to the cars with the officer to give our information, 
he was saying how thankful he was that it was not found by a kid. I know this is not a story of 
old and rare treasures but it's one that I will never forget and one that I feel like I was in the 
right place and time to help out the community." 
 
 
 
 
 

IF YOU FIND A GUN…. 
1. Stay with it until authorities arrive. 
2. Do NOT handle the gun. 
3. If you must leave, take photographs of the 

gun and your surroundings. 
4. If possible, take GPS readings of the location. 

Otherwise, make note of all landmarks so as 
to be able to tell authorities where it is. 

5. Ask the officer for a found claims number if 
you wish to ever get the gun back (as long as 
it doesn’t become crime evidence). 
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Upcoming Topics 
 

These are a few of the topics that we will be 
discussing at future meetings: 
 
BBQ/GAMES HUNT 
 
This will be a members-only family fun hunt 
in the fall. The club will provide the meat, 
members with last names beginning A-M 
should bring a side dish, N-Z should bring a 
dessert. No digging required at this hunt! 
Just bring your detector and a pinpointer. 
We will play fun games like Pinpointer 
Pennies and Pin the Patch for prizes. There 
will be signup sheets at future meetings for 
those wishing to help with setup/takedown. 
 
HERO HUNTERS 
 
We will talk about a possible partnership 
with the VA Hospital whereby a group of 
wounded veterans get a chance to get back 
outside and enjoy some fun time by 
partnering with club members for a few 
hours of detecting. Any veterans among our 
membership? Here’s an opportunity to help 
your fellow brothers-in-arms. If you have an 
interest in this, even if you aren’t a veteran, 
we will have signup sheets for those 
wishing to look into this. This kind of thing is 
done in a few other states, but we have not 
approached the VA hospital yet until we 
know there is interest amongst our 
members. 
 
SILVER SCRAMBLE RALLY 
 
Hey, we like having as many different hunts 
as we can to keep things exciting! How 
about a timed rally where members would 
drive through a park to checkpoints. Each 
checkpoint would have a unique detecting 

trial to pass (blindfolded, pinpointer only 
etc.). Lowest time wins. Afterwards we 
could go to a restaurant to unwind. We 
would need to iron out all the details in 
upcoming months and get plenty of 
volunteers. Anyone interested? 
 
MERIT BADGE COUNSELOR 
 
We would like to have a couple of members 
volunteer to be trained as a Boy Scout 
Counselor in Coin Collecting. There are few 
in this area and more are needed. Got a 
coin collection? Now’s your chance to 
induct the younger generation into the joys 
of collecting history.  
 
IN THE LOUPE 
 
We would like to begin showcasing our 
wonderful members and their experience in 
detecting by writing a short article a month 
on a specific club member. Get to know 
your fellow detectorists! 
 
ASK THE EXPERTS/WHAT IS THIS? 
 
 We will also talk about having a section in 
the newsletter where you can ask detecting 
questions and (hopefully) get them 
answered. We have members with a vast 
range of knowledge about a wide range of 
detectors and detecting practices. Plus we 
would like to post pictures of things that 
you can’t identify yourself and need some 
help with.  
 
MEMBERSHIP CARDS 
 
Some members have expressed interest in 
receiving a membership card when they 
join. We will talk about any interest in this 
and costs. 
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Gateway MD Club 
222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 
 

detectinghistory 
@yahoo.com 

 

 
 

"Can you dig it? WE can!" 
 
 

CLASSIFIEDS 
 

Anyone with items to buy, sell, or trade is 
encouraged to send in an ad to 

 
detectinghistory 

@yahoo.com 
 
 

HUNT BUDDIES 
 

If you would like to connect with a 
hunt buddy,  

please send in your name, email or phone 
number, and preferred area to 

 
detectinghistory 

@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 

WHO WE ARE 
 

We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 
whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 
find fellowship, and find and preserve our 
nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 
you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

 

MEETINGS 
 

We meet on the first Tuesday of every 
month at 

 
Missouri Civil War Museum 

222 Worth Road 
St. Louis, MO 63125 

 
at 
 

7 pm  
(Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

 
Open to the public 

 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Missouri+Civil+War+Museum/@38.508784,-90.2893017,15.11z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x87d8b7c1dcc93a4f:0xb0e75dd81c12a739

