
From the President 
     

 Hello fellow dirt fishers! 

We hope you enjoy  the 
new look of our 
newsletter. Thanks, Jim! 
We have been working 
diligently on making our 
website as professional-
looking as we can, and 
we think you will agree 
that this newsletter is 
another step forward. 

We have several 
exciting things in the 
future, the biggest of 
which will be our 
MYSTERY HUNT on 

May 15. After hearing of 
our excellent reputation 
for doing historical hunts 
(e.g. Ste Genevieve 
etc.), a landowner has 
granted us permission to 
hunt his old property. 
See the MYSTERY 
HUNT article below.  

Recently our VP Jim and 
myself met with Roger, 
president of the Midwest 
Coinshooters Club, to 
correlate efforts between 
the clubs. It was a very 
informative session. 

Jim, Pat, and I will be 
going to England at the 
end of March to metal 
detect the rich artifact 
fields over there.  

Hopefully we will have 
some superb finds and 
stories to tell you about 
when we return.  HH 

     Susannah 

 

 

Monthly Meeting 
 

In attendance--19.  

New members--10. 

Welcome! 

Meeting opened with 

the pledge of 

allegiance. Minutes 

were read and 

accepted. 

Sympathy was 

extended to  Dave 

Steck who has a 

detached retina. 

Our new format 

newsletter is available 

for those who don’t have a 

computer. It includes a 

section for members who 

wish to buy, sell or trade 

MD equipment.  

Those who have items to 

share in the club library 

can email the officers with 

a list. Other club members 

can then borrow an item at 

the next meeting by 

emailing the officers first. 

In the Garret Pro Pointer 

contest, you can enter by 

attending Susannah's 

classes, getting any MD 

certification, volunteering 

for club activities, being 

on the Evidence 

Recovery or Community 

Assistance teams, 

coming up with viable 

hunt sites, or other 

activities. 

Lee gave a presentation 

on what police agencies 

want from our club for 
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Find of the Hunt 
February 

The club had its first monthly 
hunt of the year at Willmore 
Park off Hampton Ave.  We 
had 16 in attendance with 
members of the Midwest 
Coinshooters and Historical 
Club joining us.  It was a 
beautiful day and many nice 
finds. Pat had a handful of 
quarters and other 
miscellaneous coins, Rob 
found a match box car made 
in England, Kelly  found an 
interesting key, and Jim 

found a 1976 Centennial 
dollar.  The Club had three 
new members join that day, 
Kelly Linder, Matt Granicke 
and John Quinn.  Welcome 
new members!  It was a 
great day detecting with 
fellow detectorists and we 
hope you will join us next 
month for another good hunt. 

Monthly Club Hunt 
   by Jim Hammond 

 

The Trading Corner 

Members who have items 
that they wish to buy, sell, or 
trade should send in an ad 
blurb to 
detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 

Please mark your email 
"Trading Corner". 

QUOTE 

"I love the Game of Tones" 
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evidence recovery. 

The members decided 

to change our monthly 

hunt time beginning 

with the April hunt to 

the Saturday after our 

monthly meeting.  The 

March 20 hunt will 

remain at St. Marcus 

Commemorative Park.  

The upcoming Mystery 

Hunt on May 15 is for 

members only. They 

must be a 

member by the May 

meeting. All finds will be 

vetted first by the 

property owner as this 

hunt is on private 

property.  The hunt is 10-

2 pm. Bring lunch and 

drinks. Meet at Regions 

Bank. 

Other members-only 

hunt sites are in the 

works, more information 

will be provided as it 

becomes available. 

 

 

Susannah gave a talk on 

how to view the lay of the 

land to determine 

habitation. 

50/50 raffle was won by 

Lee. John W. and 

Brandon won the door 

prizes. 

Meeting adjourned at 

8:30.  

 



Depth Penetration 

Depth and conductivity are 

two different things. 

Depth Penetration is the 

maximum detection depth 

achieved by a metal detector 

under specific soil conditions 

using a specific coil. This can 

only be determined by air 

testing. 

Conductivity in the field 

affects your machine's depth 

penetration. To conduct a 

signal is to trap it in an object 

via a radio wave. The signal 

loses strength as it works 

through or along an object. 

Therefore, depth penetration 

in the field will always be 

less than air testing. 

Why do metal detectors get 

better depth in wet or "fluffed" 

soil conditions? The answer 

is in the molecules. Signals 

follow the path of least 

resistance, which are 

supplied by water and air 

molecules. They help loosen 

soil density. In compact soil 

the signal must work harder 

to find the path of least 

resistance, since water and 

air molecules are fewer. So 

your depth in a compacted 

turf will never be as deep as 

at the edge of a bog. 

  Susannah 

TECH TOPICS 

buildings. As is usual on these 

types of private hunts, all finds 

will be vetted first by the 

landowner.  Those who have 

been to Susannah's class know 

how that works.         

MYSTERY HUNT 

Since we firmly believe that our 

club members are entitled to 

perks, we have found a 

wonderful hunt site that is for 

MEMBERS ONLY. Hearing of 

our reputation as responsible 

detectorists on historical sites, a 

landowner has granted us 

permission to hunt his land 

which includes several old 
“I'm so glad you have some member 

only hunts. I feel our club does 

different fun things .” 

so called because the shape 

of the bezel resembles a tart-

baking pan. In medieval 

times a blue sapphire 

represented the holy sky. 

The ring would only have 

been worn by a high class 

clergyman or upper class 

personage. Claimed as 

Treasure Trove at the 

National Museum of 

Scotland. 

 

TREASURE TROVE 
    from Searcher magazine, May 2008 

FOUND: Gold and sapphire 

ring 

WHERE: Scotland 

PERIOD: 12th-13th c. 

DESCRIPTION: Gold ring 

with cabochon sapphire. 

Inscribed circles on shaft.  

DETAILS: A "tart mold" ring, 

If you don't, please contact 

one of the officers for 

information. You must be a 

member as of the May 3 

meeting. 

 

This is a wonderful 

opportunity for  us. Please 

read more details under the 

CALENDAR section of the 

website. 
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LESCHE WE FORGET... 

We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 
whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 
find fellowship, and find and preserve our 
nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 
respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 
you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

Gateway MD Club 
222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 
detectinghistory 

@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

And who hasn't wearily 
emptied out yet another 
pocketful of sharp-edged 
can slaw, throwaway 
lighters, and gum 
wrappers? 

 

Detectorists don't get 
enough attention for what 
they do to help cleanse our 
trashy environment. But 
that doesn't mean we 
should stop. Our club 
members have quietly 
filled in old detecting holes 
they have found, picked up 

Detecting is doggone fun, 
but we sure come across a 
lot of not-so-good stuff. 
Like trash. What isn't fun is 
digging those beer cans, 
foil packages, and bits and 
bobs of everyday living 
that some people 
carelessly toss on the 
ground. Who hasn't 
cussed at a signal that 
came in so strong, only to 
have it turn into a Corona 
beer bottle cap? (The 
Coronas seem to set off 
detectors better than other 
brands, for some reason). 

another detectorist's trash 
that was left beside their 
hole, and picked up extra 
trash near their own hunt 
site.  

Kudos to all of you who 
follow our code of ethics! 

 

"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

We’re on the Web! 

www.gatewaymetaldetectingclub
.com 

 

 

 


