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President's Corner 

 
By Susannah Kriegshauser 
 

Hello fellow dirt fishers! 

Apparently everyone has been out and about this month and 

finding lots of treasures. A big thanks to everyone who sent in 

pictures for our “Interesting Finds” page. We had 22 

submissions this month alone. Keep them coming! These pics 

are usually the first things people look for when looking at 

our website. Plus they really are interesting! 

This month saw our last Mystery Hunt. Although several 

people tried their best to find out beforehand where we were 

going, the officers kept mum! We had 22 people out hunting 

the Relleke Pumpkin Farm, which had never been detected. 

The farm holds weekend fall fests through the autumn, so 

there had been lots of activity on the site. It was an 

AWESOME hunt! Thanks to Jim Hammond for getting us 

this site. Pictures are posted below. 

A lot was discussed at our November meeting. We have 

begun taking nominations for the positions of vice-president 

and secretary. Jim Hammond will not be returning as VP, so 

that position is open. The office of secretary is new due to our 

increased membership. You can nominate yourself at the Nov 

and Dec meetings, or email us with your name and position 

wanted before Dec 31.  Neither position takes much time, so 

please consider helping your club stay at its best. 

We also are forming two committees. Rob Willett is currently 

serving as a Hospitality Committee of one, but we need 1 or 2 

more people as backup. You would help greet members, sell 

tickets, tally attendance, and a few other things. Making all 

people who come to our meetings feel welcome is a 

trademark of our club. If you would like to serve, just contact 

an officer or shoot us an email. 

Next year we will begin our Finds of the Month contest. We 

will have 3 categories—Oldest Coin, Most Valuable Coin, 

and Oddest Object. We need 2 or 3 people to keep track of 

points and bring the points board each meeting. Please think 

about spending a few minutes helping with this committee. If 

we don’t have helpers, we can’t have the contest. 

Happy Hunting! 
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CALENDAR 
 
Jan 05: GMDC meeting 
Jan 16: Metal Detecting 
 Basics Class. MO 
 Civil War Museum 
Jan 23: Metal Detecting 
 Basics Class. MO 
 Civil War Museum 
Feb 02: GMDC meeting 
Feb 21: GMDC hunt. 
  Willmore Park 
Mar 01: GMDC meeting 
Mar 12: Metal Detecting 
   Basics Class 
Mar 20: GMDC hunt. 
   St. Marcus Park 
Apr 05:  GMDC meeting 
Apr 09:  GMDC hunt. 
   Christy Greenway 
May 03: GMDC meeting 
May 14: Metal Detecting 
   Basics Class 
May 15: GMDC hunt. 
   Mystery Hunt.    
DeSoto, MO 
Jun 07:  GMDC meeting 
Jun 11:  GMDC hunt. 
   Fultz Field. 
   River des Peres 
Jul 05:   GMDC meeting 
Jul 09:   GMDC hunt. 
  Mystery Hunt. 
Aug 02: GMDC meeting 
Aug 06: GMDC hunt. 
   Jos. Leisure Park 
Sep 06:  GMDC meeting 
Sep 10:  GMDC hunt. 
   BBQ/Hunt Games 
Oct 04:  GMDC meeting 
Oct 08:  GMDC hunt. 
   St. Marcus Park 
Nov 01:  GMDC meeting 
Nov 05:  GMDC hunt 
 Mystery Hunt 
Dec 06:  GMDC meeting 
 
NO HUNT IN DECEMBER 
 
NO MTG OR HUNT IN JAN 

Monthly Meeting by Jim Hammond 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.  There were 25 in 

attendance, even though it was a World Series game night. 

 The members were reminded that there will be no 

meeting in January and there will be no club hunts in the 

months of December, January and February.  

 This meeting was the last time to donate to the fund 

for the museum in appreciation for use of their facilities. 

Enough money was raised, plus a 50/50 contribution by Kirk 

Gaut, to let us get a $200 gift card. Thanks to everyone. 

 There were 22 “Interesting Finds” spots posted this 

month. 

 There was some discussion about the Hamilton, MO 

hunt. The property hasn’t even been bought and it is hours 

away. Most clubs in MO were contacted. 

 It was voted to establish the position of Secretary. 

 It was voted to change the by-laws to include the 

position of Secretary. 

 The positions of Vice-president and Secretary are 

open for nominations.  Jim Hammond is stepping down as 

VP. 

 Volunteers are needed to help Rob at Hospitality table.  

 Next year starts the monthly Finds of the Month 

Contest, with the categories being Oldest Coin, Most 

Valuable Coin and Oddest Object.  A committee is needed to 

run this contest or it won’t be possible to have it. 

 The 1918 building next door will be ready soon and its 

large meeting room will be the club’s meeting place next 

year. 

 An annual seeded hunt was discussed. The officers 

feel we are not in a position to run one at this time. 

 A club focus is to make everyone feel welcome and 

help those new to detecting by classes and mentoring by 

experienced detectorists.  

 Members are encouraged to find new hunt sites for the 

club.  

 President Susannah’s presentation on the Steamboat 

Arabia, the Civil War, and Detecting was enjoyed by 

everyone. 

 November is the last Mystery Hunt for the year, and 

no, you really don’t know where we are going. 

PRIZES:   1898 walking Liberty half dollar won by Pat 

Reese, 1941 V nickel won by Rob Willett, 1944 Mercury 

dime won by Rick Crowell.  
              50/50 raffle was won by Kirk Gaut, who donated it to 

our museum fund. Thanks Kirk! 
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November 5, 2016 
 

Mystery Hunt #3, Relleke Pumpkin Farm 
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Thanksgiving Gold 
[excerpt from Kellyco Treasure Stories] 

      

     “Thanksgiving is a day of celebration and thanks normally shared with friends, family and/or 

other prospectors. Last year I was with a big group and enjoyed it very much but this year I 

decided to prospect alone. 

     My Thanksgiving Day began by watching meteors from my Trooper in the early morning 

hours.  

     I had parked the day before near my hunting area in the Mojave Desert so it was just a matter 

of getting up and getting going. The wash I wanted to hunt was just a few hundred feet from the 

Trooper. 

     This summer, rains had drenched many parts of the desert and washed out many roads and 

changed the bed bottoms. Much of the loose sand had run off and I thought it would make it 

easier to find gold. 

     This was not the first time I had been to that area and as with other times I tuned up my GPX 

5000 and started down the wash. I narrowed my focus at the very bottom without detecting the 

sides. 

     My first targets were bullets and casings and then about 40 minutes from the start and only  

5-6 targets later I went over a big target. I began digging a hole but I was not able to pinpoint the 

target like I had with the previous targets. 

     I was using an 18-inch round mono coil and I soon had the hole as big as the coil. I still could 

not determine if the target was deeper or on the sides of the hole. 

     I went to my Trooper, drove it closer and got my CTX 3030 and my PRO-FIND to help my 

digging which had now lasted over 30 minutes through the cobbles in the wash. The PRO-

FIND's battery was a little weak so I used the CTX 3030 and tried to determine if I had iron or...? 

     When the CTX 3030 with the standard 11-inch coil was placed inside the hole it gave a mixed 

signal. My 'hopes' were a bit dashed that it did not come back a clear signal in the gold range. 

The signal actually jumped across the screen like a horizontal bottle cap. 

     I was able to locate the signal in the side of the hole and I enlarged it by scooping under the 

side. When I checked the hole again the signal was out, I didn't see a can or bullet and I started to 

get excited. 

     There were a number of larger cobbles in that pile and I grabbed the largest one (the size of 

my hand) and waved it over the coil and BAM! 

     I could feel the weight and even without my glasses I could see some 'color' coming through. 

When I poured a little water on the quartz the gold showed itself to me for the first time.  

     It was still early in the morning and there was no one around but I did a little jig. I gave 

THANKS because this gold could have remained hidden to me without the many little turns that 

took me to that location at that time.” 

                                                                             

                                 

 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

FROM YOUR  

GMDC OFFICERS 
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IN THE LOUPE… 
 

John Westermayer 

 

      I was always interested in finding things. 

I would look at the ground and sidewalks in 

South City in St. Louis where I grew up. 

Sometimes I got lucky. I once found a 5 

dollar bill sitting in the middle of the street 

and it just happened to be in front of the 

local confectionary store where I bought my 

candy! 

     When I started high school, I found out 

about metal detecting and metal detectors. I 

did not know a lot about the subject and in 

the mid 60’s there weren’t many places to 

find detectors. So I bought a Heathkit and 

built my own detector. Unfortunately it did 

not work real well. Later I found a Jetco 

detector in a local hobby shop. 

     There was not much interest in detecting 

at that time, especially with my high school 

friends. I periodically would get the detector 

out though for fun.    

     In the late 70’s, I got my first quality 

detector, a Bounty Hunter Big Bud. I just 

found out a few months ago that I had 

bought it from [now fellow GMDC member] 

Jack Kountz at his local business that he ran 

then. This detector went with me to Florida 

when my wife and I took the kids to Disney 

World and the beach. I found a sterling 

silver serving spoon about 8 inches deep in 

the sand. 

     I next used it to check my sister’s 

backyard on Telegraph Rd. in St. Louis. Her 

backyard was on the old “telegraph trail”. 

After hunting for about an hour and cussing 

out my brother-in-law for all the beer tabs 

and bottle caps, I found an 1889 V nickel. 

     I found the true value of having a 

detector when my oldest daughter lost a ring 

in Bee Tree Park in St. Louis County that we 

had just given her. Luckily I was able to find 

it within one hour of losing it. Finding a lost 

item and being able to return it to the owner 

gives a me a great feeling. 

     For years, I was looking for a group in 

South County to join. Thanks to my wife, 

she saw a notice about a class at Cliff Cave 

Library on Metal Detecting Basics given by 

Susannah Kriegshauser. I went and, as they 

say, the rest is history. I found a group of 

people like me who find fun in looking for 

items. I have done more hunting in the past 

12 months than I have in the past 30 years. 

 

TECH TALK 
 

[excerpt from “Gold Beneath the Waves” by Jim 

Brouwer] 

 

     “When detecting on beaches, do not use a 

coil cover! It will cause you much heartache. 

Sand and water will get between the coil and 

coil cover, move around, and drive you nuts 

falsing. Instead, mix up a batch of marine 

epoxy and coat the bottom. To make the job 

aesthetically pleasing, take a piece of 

masking tape and tape around the outside 

edge leaving a 1/8” lip above the bottom. 

This will act as a dam for the epoxy. 

Another advantage to the epoxy bottom is 

that it shows you where the coil is wearing 

out.” 

     Another option is to spray the bottom of 

the coil with truck bed liner. This is much 

easier to apply. However, if the coil takes a 

lot of abuse banging into rocks, and you 

want to apply epoxy later, I would think you 

would need to remove the layer of truck bed 

liner from the coil to get good adhesion.” 
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Gateway MD Club 
222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 
 

detectinghistory 

@yahoo.com 
 

 
 

"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 

 
 

If you want an ad in the CLASSIFIEDS 
or HUNT BUDDIES, please send them 

through 
detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
Additional patches can be purchased 

from the officers for $2.00 
 

HUNT BUDDIES 

 
**Anyone wanting to go to England next 

year, leave a message on the club email if 

interested. Several members are thinking of 

going, one is definitely going, and we can 

put you in touch. 

 

 

WHO WE ARE 
We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

 
 

MEETINGS 
 

We meet on the first Tuesday of every 

month at 

 
Missouri Civil War Museum 

222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 

 
at 

 
7 pm  

(Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

 

Open to the public 
 

 

mailto:detectinghistory@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Missouri+Civil+War+Museum/@38.508784,-90.2893017,15.11z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x87d8b7c1dcc93a4f:0xb0e75dd81c12a739

