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President's Corner 

 

By Susannah Kriegshauser 

 

Hello fellow dirt fishers! 

Just look at this newsletter! Nine pages chock full of detecting 

goodies for you to enjoy. Are these special activities? Well, 

the Cahokia cleansing dig was, and we certainly hope to have 

more of those. But the others are all activities that you can 

regularly enjoy as members of the GMDC. 

Get your reservations in now for the September BBQ so 

that we know how much meat to purchase. Cost is $5 per 

person. Let us know by club email or at the meetings. We are 

meeting at the same place as last year--the General Atkinson 

pavilion in Jefferson Barracks Park. Check the club calendar 

for details. We had a LOT of fun last year. If you would like 

to bring a prize car (old or new--and no, not a Matchbox one!) 

to show off for other members to enjoy, we will include that 

in the fun. There will be signup sheets at both the August and 

September meetings for food items to bring. The club 

provides the meat, buns, and water. Bring the whole family 

and enjoy being with your fellow detectorists. 

The big talk right now is our upcoming, first-ever, long-range 

Mystery Hunt near Kirksville on August 5th. As of July 10th, 

we have 27 members signed up. I guess you all have great 

faith in your officers' ability to find you a good hunt site! We 

are all hoping that heat won't be a huge factor, but be prepared 

for soaring temps just in case. Many of you are coming in the 

night before and staying at area hotels. We will meet Saturday 

morning at 8:30 am, give out maps and instructions, and then 

try to leave ASAP to beat the heat. 

The officers were again able to gain permission for a club site, 

but we also need our members to think of places closer to 

home where we can enjoy a hunt. Parks are fine, but most of 

us would rather try out a new place with exciting possibilities! 

So check around and see if you know somewhere that could 

be a possible new hunt site for us. Remember, if we use it, 

you get multiple entries into our volunteer contest to win a 

Bounty Hunter metal detector. 

 

Happy Hunting! 
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CALENDAR 

 
Feb 07: GMDC meeting 

NO HUNT IN FEB 

Mar 07: GMDC meeting 

Mar 11: GMDC hunt. 

   (Cancelled) 

Mar 25: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Apr 01: CW Park Day 

   MO CW Museum 

Apr 04:  GMDC meeting 

Apr 08:  GMDC hunt. 

   Wilmore Park 

May 02: GMDC meeting 

May 06: GMDC hunt. 

   Mystery Hunt.  

May 27: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Jun 03: Metal Detecting 

 Basics Class   

Jun 06:  GMDC meeting 

Jun 10:  GMDC hunt. 

   Susan Rd. 

Jun 19: Metal Detecting 

 Basics Class 

NO JULY MEETING 

Jul 03: Metal Detecting 

 Basics Class 

Jul 08:   GMDC hunt. 

  TBD 

Aug 01: GMDC meeting 

Aug 05: GMDC hunt. 

   Mystery Hunt 
Sep 05:  GMDC meeting 

Sep 09:  GMDC BBQ 

Oct 03:  GMDC meeting 

Oct 07:  Mystery Hunt 

Nov 07:  GMDC meeting 

Nov 11:  GMDC hunt 

 TBA 

Dec 05:  GMDC meeting 
 

NO HUNT IN DECEMBER 

NO MTG OR HUNT IN JAN 

 

GMDC Bulletin 
 

AUGUST MYSTERY HUNT 
 

We have permission from the owner for a 1 day, all-day hunt 

near Kirksville, MO on Saturday, August 5th. We will meet 

on Saturday morning at 8:30 am in the parking lot of the Days 

Inn located on the outskirts of Kirksville. The address is 3805 

S. Baltimore St, 63501. After handing out maps and 

instructions, we will leave as close to 8:30 am as possible to 

drive to the site. 

 

YOU WILL NEED TO REGISTER FOR THIS HUNT!  

 

We have a block of 20 rooms reserved at the Days Inn, at a 

rate of $80.99 per room (with tax, $91.89). If you are 

interested in staying there for the night(s) of August 4
th

 or 5
th

, 

call the hotel directly to indicate your room preference (king 

bed, two doubles, smoking, etc.) and provide them with a 

credit card number. To obtain the group rate, you will need to 

claim a room by Friday, July 21
st
. Cancellation policy is 4:00 

pm day of arrival. The group rate includes a continental 

breakfast. 

 

Days Inn Phone Number: To reserve a room, call 1-660-

665-8244, and tell them you are part of the Gateway Metal 

Detecting Club. You will need to provide a credit card 

number. 

 

SEPTEMBER FAMILY BBQ 
 

Our Family BBQ is coming up on Saturday, September 9
th

, 

and reservations are required. Let us know through the club 

email how many people you will be bringing. The cost is $5 

per person which can be handed in at either the August or 

September club meetings.  

 

We will also have a sign-up list for side dishes and desserts. If 

you have any detecting-related items to donate, please bring 

them to a meeting and submit a volunteer slip for our metal 

detector contest. The winning volunteer slip will be pulled at 

the BBQ for a Bounty Hunter metal detector. 
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IN THE LOUPE… 

by Rick Crowell 

Hello everyone. My name is Rick Crowell 

and I have been in the club for a little over a 

year, and have only been detecting for a 

little over two years. My wife Kathy has 

been detecting 

for fifteen or 

twenty years, but 

I never went with 

her. It just never 

interested me. I 

was always 

fishing or hunting 

or doing 

something else.  

One day my boss 

came to work and 

said his dad had 

passed away and 

he had some 

things of his for sale, including a detector. 

Neither one of us knew anything about 

detectors. He said I could have it for fifty 

dollars, so I bought it for my wife. It was a 

Garrett Ace 250. Not a bad deal!  

When I got home from work we started 

talking about detecting and things we could 

do together when I retire, so I got online 

looking for clubs. We didn't really know 

where you could hunt, so we joined the 

Midwest Coinshooters. I still wasn't real 

sure about me detecting but after our first 

club hunt, I was hooked. I’d found some 

clad coins and a few other things… 

especially "pull tabs". But it was fun and we 

met a lot of nice people. 

Kathy and I started going to different parks 

and other places and having a lot of fun. I 

started watching YouTube videos and these 

guys finding all of these Civil War artifacts, 

old coins, and other things, and detecting 

just got more interesting. Then Roger (then 

president of the Coinshooters) said there was 

a new club in South County. We live in 

Pacific so we checked it out because it was a 

lot closer. We joined the Gateway club that 

night but not because it was closer, but 

because of the people. We met a lot of new, 

friendly people that felt more like family. 

We have tried to make all of the hunts, and 

the picnic, and have grown with the club. 

I still haven't found what I would call my 

best find, but it's still out there. Right now 

I'm content being the pull tab king, but I will 

find something good one of these days. The 

object is to have fun, follow the rules, and 

don't give up. 

(Editor’s Note: While Rick may not have 

found his favorite find yet, he sure made one 

of our CAT benefactors happy when he 

located her daughter’s treasured gold locket 

earlier this year!) 

 

COMMUNITY 

SERVICE ACTIVITY 

 

The Community Assistance Team (CAT) 

enjoyed another notable success when Tom 

Rother was able to find a wedding band that 

was lost since last 

September. It was 

found after a three-

hour hunt, and the 

owner could hardly 

contain his joy. “I am 

so overwhelmed! Tom 

R. found my wedding 

ring! I cannot begin to 

express how 

professional Tom was 

when he arrived. He 

told me two things 

before he started. Number one was, it’s 

never in the place where you think you lost 

it, and the second one was…if we can’t 
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locate it, we’ll bring 

more people out. Tom 

never gave up in the 93- 

degree weather. His 

determination reflects 

great credit upon himself 

and the Gateway Metal 

Detecting Club of St. 

Louis! Susannah, thank 

you so much for your 

prompt response as well!”  Jeffrey D. 

 

I FOUND EDDIE! 
by Pat Reece 

…with a little help from Lee Nunnally! 

Earlier this spring I found a well-worn silver 

ID bracelet with the name EDDIE 

KOT??????ER on 

one side, and an 

address on the 

other. After 

attempting to solve 

the riddle of who this might have belonged 

to, I called in a pro. Within a short period of 

time, Lee came up with some likely 

suspects, and I placed a call to the one who I 

felt was the best 

match. After leaving 

a message, Ed (no 

longer called Eddie) 

called back with 

great curiosity about 

what a stranger may 

have found of his! 

After asking him to 

name some of his 

previous addresses 

where he’s lived, I knew I’d found the right 

fella. Ed was thrilled to take a walk down 

memory lane, and was excited to show his 

brother the bracelet. It’s not often that we 

can ID and locate the owners of our finds, so 

I’ll mark this one up to luck and Lee’s 

detective skills!   

Detector ID "Burps" 
 by Susannah Kriegshauser 

So you were thinking of hitting a local park 

for a quick hunt. Club scuttlebutt is, however, 

that it’s been hunted out. Should you hunt it 

anyway? You should if you do it right. Ask 

yourself this--how much do you depend on 

your numerical ID display? If something 

showed up as a penny for example, did you 

pass over it for a better signal? You've just 

had a detector ID "burp"!  

What many people don't realize is that metal 

detector manufacturers use software that 

averages out the numbers on the display, 

since they can't fit everything on there. It is 

extremely rare that anything a detectorist 

finds is pure gold, silver, copper, etc. Almost 

everything is an alloy of blended metals, or 

metal over metal. Modern pennies are zinc 

cores coated with a thin layer of copper. 

Brass is a mixture of copper and zinc…the 

list is endless. Manufacturers take the sum of 

the strongest cores, and roughly average them 

out numerically. So slavishly looking at your 

display is a gamble that what you see is 

ABSOLUTELY CORRECT. That's asking 

for trouble. If you've been detecting for any 

length of time, I'm sure you've encountered 

items that showed as a certain number on the 

visual ID display, yet when you dug them, 

they turned out to be something very 

different. Your detector has just ID’d what it 

THINKS the item's category should be. 

Using audio ID (aka listening to the different 

tones) is a simpler, more reliable, and quicker 

way of identifying items. Parks, with all their 

trash and varieties of coins, are a good place 

to practice listening to audio tones to identify 

if a signal is good enough to dig. Try going 

slower to get those deeper tones, and listen 

closer to the tone itself. Then go out and 

detect those hunted out spots, and you might 

be surprised with what you find! 
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"Cleansing" Hunt near Cahokia Mounds 

20 members of our club (including a few guests) worked in conjunction with the Archaeological 

Institute of America-STL Chapter to 'clean' metallic debris from the plow zone of a site in 

Granite City. In the mid-1800s, the Bischoff Site was occupied by modern farmers. Volunteers 

from our club cleaned a large area within the site in preparation of a new remote sensing survey.  
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Identifiable items were marked with flags, which allowed Ken 

Williams (left) of the Institute to map their coordinates. 

Unidentifiable items were placed in buckets. 

 

The archeologists returned after our cleansing day, and focused on a specific area where they 

began their methodical research through time. Thank you to everyone for your diligence in 

digging all signals, and for aiding the researchers however possible. Your efforts may lead to 

another opportunity like this one in the near future! 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Stainless steel Right: Mackie D. found 

ring found by Tom R. a tombac button from 

 the 1800’s! 

Left: Dig area with a long dark stain indicating a 

plow mark from the 1800s (per the archeologist). 
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Metal Detecting Basics Classes 

Since 2011, Susannah has delivered 30+ metal detecting classes to over 400 individuals. In 2017 

alone, she’s delivered five classes at various St. Louis County library branches and for the 

GMDC. Many of you may have benefited from her classes! Her programs are one of the best 

ways for “newbies” and people interested in the hobby to learn about metal detecting safety, 

research methods, tools, swing techniques, and experience hands-on fun in finding foreign coins, 

medieval buttons, artifacts, and more. Here are some pictures from a recent class. 

(Photos by Kara Smith, SLCL 

Photographer/Graphic Designer) 

Above left: One happy class! 

Above right: Some of the many finds the class enjoyed 

making, and taking home as a memory. 

Left: Susannah giving one-on-one instruction on tones. 

Above: The Von Behrens honing their detecting skills.  
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June Gateway Group Hunt 

Eleven club detectorists tried their luck and skill at a detecting site provided by John W. (thanks 

John!). While there weren’t a lot of notable finds, the friendship and comradery shared made for 

an enjoyable hunt. Check the club calendar so you don’t miss out on any future hunts! 

 

 

 
Top: A small but determined group of detectorists! 

Above: John Quinn, Julie Wheatley, and Mike Ives wasting no time in seeing what the site holds! 
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Gateway MD Club 

222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 
 

detectinghistory 

@yahoo.com 

 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
 

A new Vulcan 360 pinpointer for sale. 

Sells for $119.00, but I'll sell it for $60.00. 

Contact Rick Crowell at 314-882-5441. 

 

If you want an ad in the 

CLASSIFIEDS or HUNT BUDDIES 

sections, please send them through: 

 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 

Club tee shirts are available  

for $15.00 in L, XL, and XXL  

sizes. Patches can be purchased  

for $2.00. See a club officer. 

 
 

HUNT BUDDIES 
 

Anyone needing someone to hunt with can 

put an ad here.  

 

 

WHO WE ARE 
We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 
 

MEETINGS 
We meet on the first Tuesday of every 

month at: 

 

Missouri Civil War Museum 

222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 

 

at: 

 

7:00 pm  

(Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

 

Open to the public 
 

 

mailto:detectinghistory@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Missouri+Civil+War+Museum/@38.508784,-90.2893017,15.11z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x87d8b7c1dcc93a4f:0xb0e75dd81c12a739

