GMDC NEWS
November 2017

President's Corner
By Susannah

Hello fellow dirt fishers!

“Can you dig it? We can!”

Club Email:
detectinghistory@
yahoo.com

Club Officers:
President
Susannah Kriegshauser

Vice President
Mackie Douglas
Treasurer
John Westermayer

Secretary
Pat Reece

You still have until the end of December to put your name in
for the position of President or Treasurer. Now's your chance
to contribute your expertise to help your fellow club
members. Please don't hold back because you think that no
one else is putting their name down. Remember--nominations
come in by email too, so you won't know whose names are
down until after December. So don't hesitate to sign up now!
Our next newsletter will have all of our fun photos from our
club hunt at Relleke Pumpkin Patch. We always do well there,
and this year was no exception with a silver ring, silver
Mercury dime, and TONS of clad found, among other items.
After taking the survey of your likes and dislikes pertaining to
the meetings and newsletter, the officers got some eyeopeners. One of the biggest was that you DID want monthly
presentations, but you wanted most of them to be by fellow
members concerning their finds or their hunts. We love that,
but that means that you as club members are going to have to
volunteer to stand up at a meeting and tell us your hunt
stories. Since we need to make up next year's schedule soon,
please let us know what month you would like for your talk. It
just needs to be about 15 minutes or so, and you don't need to
do anything with the projector unless you want to, although
it's nice to see a big image of your find. We love it either way!
We got a preview at our November meeting of just how fun it
was when people stood up and told us their stories of their
neat finds. Let's hear some more!
Our Christmas party is December 5th in the 1918 building
next to the museum. Bring your spouse or guest, bring a
munchable, and bring what you would like to drink. The
building is not quite finished, but it gives us a chance to
spread out. We will be awarding the Finds of the Month
(FOM) winner too.
Please let us know if you are coming to the party and how
many people you are bringing, so we know how many
tables to set up.

Happy Hunting!
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CALENDAR
Feb 07: GMDC meeting
NO HUNT IN FEB
Mar 07: GMDC meeting
Mar 11: GMDC hunt.
(Cancelled)
Mar 25: Metal Detecting
Basics Class
Apr 01: CW Park Day
MO CW Museum
Apr 04: GMDC meeting
Apr 08: GMDC hunt.
Wilmore Park
May 02: GMDC meeting
May 06: GMDC hunt.
Mystery Hunt.
May 27: Metal Detecting
Basics Class
Jun 03: Metal Detecting
Basics Class
Jun 06: GMDC meeting
Jun 10: GMDC hunt.
Susan Rd.
Jun 19: Metal Detecting
Basics Class
NO JULY MEETING
Jul 03: Metal Detecting
Basics Class
Jul 08: GMDC hunt.
TBD
Aug 01: GMDC meeting
Aug 05: GMDC hunt.
Mystery Hunt
Sep 05: GMDC meeting
Sep 09: GMDC BBQ
Oct 03: GMDC meeting
Oct 07: Lyon Park
Nov 07: GMDC meeting
Nov 11: GMDC hunt
Rellecke farm
Dec 05: GMDC holiday
party

Monthly Meeting Notes

NO HUNT IN DECEMBER
NO MTG OR HUNT IN JAN

50/50: Jim Hammond – $50.00.

Our meeting attendance remains high with 33 members
participating in the November club meeting. We’d like to
welcome new members Scott Phillips and Mark Archambault,
who have already paid their club dues for 2018!
Nominations are underway to serve as the club president or
treasurer for two years. You can still submit a nomination
through the club email. The nomination process runs through
December, and the vote will be held in February.
We will have a sign-up sheet in February to volunteer for the
Hospitality and Finds of the Month (FOM) committees, and
are looking for 3-4 people to serve on each. Volunteering on
these committees is a one-year commitment, but you can
certainly keep volunteering to serve each year!
We are beginning our new Volunteer contest. The main rule is
that you can only put a slip in AFTER you’ve completed an
activity. The categories available are located on the slip box,
along with the number of slips you can submit for each
category.
The club voted on changes to the FOM contest, and it was
decided by a unanimous vote that for 2018, members can only
submit one find each month as an entry (instead of one per
category). This change will hopefully help level the playing
field, and get more people and new members involved in the
contest.
Our club plans on donating $500 to the Museum Fund in
December as appreciation for using their facilities on a
monthly basis. Members have donated approximately $400 so
far this year, and the club will make up the difference to hit
the $500 mark. Donations to the club's Museum Fund are
NOT connected in any way with the MCWM Preservation
Fund.
The club decided to hold another raffle for a gold coin for the
BBQ next year.
Attendance prizes: Eric Hanewinkel – 1904 P Liberty Head
quarter, Rob Willett – 1866 Two-cent Shield coin, Ron
Prebianca – 1865 Two-cent Shield coin.
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IN THE LOUPE…

Now it's the year 2000 and something, and I
meet up with Tim McNiff and friends. They
are talking metal detectors and invite me to
come along. I found the least of everyone.
Because I was embarrassed, I knew it was
time for a new machine. What did I get, you
ask? I got an AT Pro, and it's a great
machine for me. I am still learning this unit
and have a long ways to go, but will help
anyone to learn theirs, if you ask.

by Carl Boekemier
Why do I detect? Well, let's start at the
beginning. The bug that got me came from
my great, great, great-grandpa. The story
goes that back in the 1800's, his metal
detector was
his eyes, a
round pan,
and usually a
creek. He
did quite
well during
the week but
come Friday
night,
everyone
headed for
town to start
the "Friday
night social".
Even so, he was able to save enough money
to buy into a small railroad company they
named the B.S. Short Haul. They figured
someone had to move that ore to the
processing town and riding seemed a lot
easier than pulling a stubborn mule. That
was working well for them, and the
government thought so, too, and found ways
to tax a lot of the railroad's profits.

I will be acting this Christmas (and usually
at Halloween) in old town St. Charles.
Please come on down and see some great
people. You might even see the resemblance
between my great, great, great-grandpa and
me (metal detectorist and thespian).
Good hunting to all!

Frontier Santa

HOW TO HUNT FOR
A RING…AND END UP
IN THE MORGUE!
by Jim Hammond and Susannah K.
It was a dark and stormy night...no wait, it
wasn't. It was actually a beautiful sunny day
when Jim and I took a trip to the dark side.
And we were just trying to help! A friend
called me Saturday night. Her sister was
frantic. Their
mom had just
died not long
ago, but
before she
died, she gave
Denise a gold
ring with
diamonds and
emeralds.
Denise had been gardening and lost it. To
say she was in a tizzy is an understatement.

Well, grandpa and his friends caught on to
that real quick and sold out, so I guess they
got the name right (B.S. Short Haul)! What
was grandpa to do now? Since he had been
acting as a big shot, he decided to be an
actor in plays!
Fast forward to the 1980's, and I was
working at McDonnell Aircraft. I heard a
guy talking about all the coins he had found,
and I thought why not? My first machine
was a White's which I still have. I did get to
meet Mr. Fisher once and he said, "Learn
your machine." That is what I didn't do.
Because I didn't take the time to learn it, I let
it sit in the closet for many years.

So we went over there after church the next
day. We found the ring within 15 minutes,
and Denise was so grateful she was hugging
us, offering us money, lunch, anything. We
declined, but she kept begging. Then she
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asked if we wanted a tour of her house.
Well, her house was a two-story mansion
built in 1854, so we said yes.

R E L I E F!
My wife and I were getting pictures taken on
our wedding day before the ceremony. I had
my gold wedding ring in my pocket without
the box. The October day was unusually hot
- around 90 degrees. I was constantly wiping
my face with a handkerchief from the pocket
with the ring.

Denise was very proud of her home, and
gave us a complete tour. She showed us
every nook and
cranny—and we do
mean every one,
from top to bottom.
Then she asked if
we wanted to see
the parlor. We had
already seen two
parlors and they
were beautiful, but
there was another
whole addition to
the house that we
hadn't yet been in. So we said ok. Well, it
turned out to be a funeral parlor that had
been there from the early 1900s, and she
and her husband were the fourth owners to
run it.

We took pictures all over the large yard,
different walkways, and garden. Amidst all
the
commotion,
somehow
the ring
made it out
of my
pocket. We
looked and
looked, all
the while on a strict timetable. My mother,
all 14 groomsmen, nieces, nephews, and
many more all tried looking for it, without
luck. We had to get to the church and I used
my brother-in-law’s wedding ring as
substitute.

We were given a tour of that and then she
asked if we wanted to see the "behind the
scenes" stuff. Jim and I looked at each other.
Neither one of us is squeamish, so we said
yes. Golly, that
was eye opening.
And then she
said, how about
the embalming
room? Gulp. Ok.
So we went into
the chamber of
horrors. Not as
bad as we expected, but the part where they
put these tubes in you and suck out the
blood with a pump was a little daunting...

The next day I combed the whole area with
my hands and the help of others. Luckily, I
found the Gateway MDC online, and sent an
email. Your club responded quickly with
first an email and then by phone to say that
help was on the way. Amazing! Tom soon
arrived, followed by Ron and his grandson,
who also helped.
They searched for about an hour and ten
minutes when Tom shouted my name and
said that he’d found it! I thought he was
joking for a split second, but soon realized
he was waving it. My wife was sitting on the
front steps and started screaming. I gave
Tom a hug and my wife put the ring on me
for the first time.

We got to ride up and down on the body lift,
checked out the equipment room with the
straps and tubing etc., (gulp again), and saw
the cremation stuff. Emerging finally into
fresh air was a bonus! We did get to hunt the
grounds, but the ground was too dry. That's
ok--with our luck we might have dug up
some bones!

Thank you to Tom, Ron, and the GMDC
Community Assistance Team for responding
quickly, showing up, and getting after it
with an upbeat attitude. What a relief! We
are so grateful! Sincerely – John Wahl
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FOM Contest Rules:

FINDS OF THE
MONTH

1. Fill out an entry form at the meeting, and
hand it to Bill or Rick.
2. Only one entry per category, per person,
is allowed. Finds must be from the
previous month ONLY!

Oldest Coin

3. You can enter each category, but can
only win one (determined by the FOM
committee).
4. Submissions should only include new
finds found between the monthly
meetings (honor system).

John Q.:1907 Indian Head Penny
Prize: 1926 Standing Liberty Quarter

5. Everyone making a submission will
receive one point. Category winners will
receive two points.

Most Valuable Coin

Points will be recorded and tallied by the
FOM committee. At the end of the year, the
winner will receive a FABULOUS prize.
______________________

CURRENCY
CURIOSITIES

Rob W.: 1910 Canadian 5 Cent coin
Prize: 1876 Shield Nickle



Interesting Artifact




Ron P.: 1850’s+ Brass Horse Tack
Prize: 1900 Barber Quarter
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Foreign coins were the main currency
used for decades in the American
colonies. The Spanish milled silver
dollar, commonly known as the "pillar
dollar" or "piece of eight", was legal
currency in the U.S. until 1857.
The word "dime" is derived from the
Latin word "decima", which means the
"tenth part".
The motto IN GOD WE TRUST first
appeared on a U.S. coin in 1864,
during the Civil War. The two-cent
piece was first minted that year, and
was the first coin to use the motto.
The smallest denomination coin ever
issued in the U.S. was the half cent,
minted from 1793 through 1857.

GMDC OCTOBER GROUP HUNT
Soulard saw some early morning action when our club did some heavy detecting (in terribly dry
conditions) in Lyon Park. Some of our members have found Civil War-era items there in the
past, which were probably a result of the military training conducted on the grounds.

Top: Tom has a captive audience as he digs for an allusive, deep signal.
Left: Mike is ready for action, but did not find any gold.
Center: Rob finds an interesting old hook, and Keith exploring a find.
Bottom: Pam enjoying the hunt and Susannah answers a coin question.
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Top left: Russell is a new club member who enthusiastically participated in his first group hunt.
Top middle: John on the hunt for something fantastic!
Top right: "Man, digging through this dirt is TOUGHER than it looks!"
Center left: Marvin and Kathy enjoying the day.
Center middle: Rob is hoping to find something more than that hook!
Center right: Dave taking a breather.
Bottom left: Ron is prepared for whatever he finds!
Bottom middle: Lee lets his “can do” attitude shine through.
Bottoms right: Kathi, Bill, and pup take a selfie.
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HUNT BUDDIES

Gateway MD Club

Anyone needing someone to hunt with can
put an ad here.

222 Worth Road
St. Louis, MO 63125
detectinghistory
@yahoo.com

WHO WE ARE
We are a group of detecting enthusiasts
whose aim is to get out there and have fun,
find fellowship, and find and preserve our
nation's history. We dig responsibly, act
respectfully, and operate legally. We invite
you to join us. You won't be disappointed!

MEETINGS
We meet on the first Tuesday of every
month at:
Missouri Civil War Museum
222 Worth Road
St. Louis, MO 63125
7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm)

"Can you dig it? WE can!"

CLASSIFIEDS
If you want an ad in the
CLASSIFIEDS or HUNT BUDDIES
sections, please send them through:
detectinghistory@yahoo.com

Open to the public

Club tee shirts are available
for $15.00 in L, XL, and XXL
sizes. Patches can be purchased
for $2.00. See a club officer.

28” Lesche Ground Shark Shovel
for sale, $40.00 (new cost is $65.00).
Only used a couple of times.
Email: rcrowell53@gmail.com,
or call 314-882-5441.
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