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October 2017 

 

 
 

“Can you dig it? We can!” 

 

Club Email: 
detectinghistory@ 

yahoo.com 

 

Club Officers: 

President 
Susannah Kriegshauser 

 

Vice President 

Mackie Douglas 
 

Treasurer 
John Westermayer 

 

Secretary 
Pat Reece 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President's Corner 

 

By Susannah 

 

Hello fellow dirt fishers! 

Can you believe that it's time for nominations again? The 

positions of president and treasurer need to be filled. Please 

consider nominating yourself for one of these positions. 

Please. Pretty please. (I'm asking nicely). Remember that one 

perk of being president is ringing the bell at the meetings 

(LOL). 

I believe many members were surprised at what all is in our 

club library. Several of you took advantage of checking out 

the small sample of books that were brought. To view the rest 

of our library, go under the CLUB TALK tab on the website.  

It was very heartening to see the alternative hunt suggestions 

when our Mystery Hunt fell through. Members sharing hunt 

ideas meant that we had somewhere to go for our monthly 

hunt. Lyon Park would have been a great hunt if the ground 

hadn't been like a solid chunk of granite! But we all enjoyed 

the day and the fellowship. 

For those of you who are curious about the new AT Max, 

Tom at Crestwood Coin has them and can show you what 

they do. At least one member has already bought one. Perhaps 

someone who purchases one can give us a brief talk on the 

Max's highlights. 

The officers are asking what kind of presentations you would 

like for the coming year. Some suggestions were talks on 

military buttons, tokens, detectors, and a Civil War-themed 

night. Hey, you are the ones who have to sit through whatever 

we have, so what would YOU like to see? Email us. 

In November we would like you to bring your most 

interesting find or your first find (excluding bottle caps, 

pop-tops, or tinfoil, of course!). Tell your fellow members just 

how you came across it, researched it, or how you felt when 

you got your first significant find. Did you jump up and down 

and yell and run in circles like they do on the Diggers show? 

(Hope not). Let's meet up and compare. I bet most of us had 

about the same chills and thrills when we found that special 

something! 

Happy Hunting! 
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CALENDAR 

 
Feb 07: GMDC meeting 

NO HUNT IN FEB 

Mar 07: GMDC meeting 

Mar 11: GMDC hunt. 

   (Cancelled) 

Mar 25: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Apr 01: CW Park Day 

   MO CW Museum 

Apr 04:  GMDC meeting 

Apr 08:  GMDC hunt. 

   Wilmore Park 

May 02: GMDC meeting 

May 06: GMDC hunt. 

   Mystery Hunt.  

May 27: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Jun 03:  Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class   

Jun 06:  GMDC meeting 

Jun 10:  GMDC hunt. 

   Susan Rd. 

Jun 19:  Metal Detecting 

  Basics Class 

NO JULY MEETING 

Jul 03:  Metal Detecting 

 Basics Class 

Jul 08:  GMDC hunt. 

  TBD 

Aug 01: GMDC meeting 

Aug 05: GMDC hunt. 

   Mystery Hunt 
Sep 05:  GMDC meeting 

Sep 09:  GMDC BBQ    

Oct 03:  GMDC meeting 

Oct 07:  Lyon Park 

Nov 07:  GMDC meeting 

Nov 11:  GMDC hunt 

    Rellecke farm 

Dec 05:  GMDC holiday 

    party  

 

NO HUNT IN DECEMBER 

NO MTG OR HUNT IN JAN 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Meeting Notes  

 

Our attendance is remaining steady with almost 40 members 

attending the September club meeting. Our current 

membership stands at over 70 enthusiastic detectorists!  

Nominations are underway to serve as the club president or 

treasurer for two years. A form is available at club meetings, 

or you can also nominate yourself through the club email. The 

nomination process runs through December, and the vote will 

be held in February. We will have a sign-up sheet in February 

to volunteer for the hospitality and Finds of the Month (FOM) 

committees, and are looking for 3-4 people to serve on each. 

Volunteering on these committees is a one-year commitment, 

but you can certainly keep volunteering to serve each year! 

We are beginning our new volunteer contest. The main rule is 

that you can only put a slip in AFTER you’ve completed an 

activity. The categories available, and number of slips you’re 

eligible for, are located on the slip box. 

The club voted on changes to the FOM contest, and it was 

decided by a unanimous vote that for 2018, members can only 

submit one find each month as an entry (instead of one per 

category). This change will hopefully help level the playing 

field, and get more people and new members involved in the 

contest. 

Our club plans on donating $500 to the Museum Fund in 

December, as appreciation for using their facilities on a 

monthly basis. Members have donated $385 so far this year, 

and we would like to get closer to $500. The club will make 

up any difference. Donations to the club's Museum Fund are 

NOT connected in any way with the MCWM Preservation 

Fund.  

Mike Prugger gave an interesting presentation on "Gold 

Prospecting in Arizona”, and passed around samples of his 

past finds. 

Attendance prizes: Tony Sanders – 1907 “V” nickel, Pam 

Popp – Electroplated Nickel Silver pastry fork, Carl 

Boekemier – 1853 Seated Liberty dime. 

50/50: Kathy Hesketh – $55.00. 
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IN THE LOUPE… 

by Tim and Pat Popp 

We both enjoy detecting together and were 

first exposed to metal detecting over twenty-

five years ago by a gentleman who was 

coaching our daughter’s soccer team.   

At that time we were living in upstate N.Y. 

Our first detector was a Minelab Sovereign. 

We lived adjacent to the back of Vassar 

College in Poughkeepsie -- an area rich in 

our Nation’s early history. Though we only 

lived there about two more years after 

purchasing our detector, we managed to find 

some amazing things (e.g., colonial tokens, 

an English Conder token, and a few very 

nice buttons among other things).  

When Tim had a change of employment, our 

next move was to Knoxville, TN. Our free 

time to detect was limited as our children 

were more involved in sports. And though 

we did do some detecting, we spent much 

more time hiking in the Smoky Mountains. 

After living in Knoxville for four years, we 

relocated to St. Charles, and have now lived 

there for a little over twenty years.   

About five years ago, we decided to pursue 

metal detecting once again and updated our 

equipment (a Minelab CTX30/30 for Tim 

and a Fisher F75 for Pam). We also joined 

the Midwest Coinshooters & Historical Club 

at that time and have participated in many of 

their group hunts. This past year, we also 

joined the Gateway Metal Detecting Club 

due to its location and affiliation with Civil 

War. We often hunt in the St. Charles area, 

and our more recent finds include a round 

ball (a larger caliber than a musket ball), a 

14K gold wedding band, numerous silver 

coins, a silver wedding band and lots of 

other fun items.   

We appreciate getting to know you all and 

hearing your stories…it’s been a great 

experience! 

 

RACE FOR THE 

GOLD! 

by Susannah Kriegshauser  

As CAT Coordinator, I never go on the lost 

item calls myself because I'm busy fielding 

texts from both the owner and the club 

members, and coordinating the hunt. So 

when a recent lost item call came in, it was 

business as usual...or so I thought. 

Recently a man was taking out his trashcans. 

In the act of maneuvering one can away 

from the side 

of the house, 

his gold 

wedding ring 

caught on the 

edge of the 

lid and 

flipped off 

his finger. He 

had recently 

lost a lot of 

weight and 

the ring had 

become very loose. A frantic search ensued 

by the entire family, but they couldn't find it. 

The next day his wife, Rebecca, made one 

final search and then decided to find 

someone to detect for the ring. She came 

across the GMDC website with our stories 

of other items found, and decided to contact 

us. I received the email in the early 

afternoon and immediately made contact 
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with Rebecca. After asking the usual 

information questions, I asked her address 

and found out she lived very close to me. 

And that's when I made the decision to run 

over there myself right away. 

Rebecca was amazed that someone was 

responding so quickly, but she told me that 

time was limited. She had to leave to pick up 

her children, 

so I only had a 

small window 

of opportunity. 

Rebecca and 

her mother 

were waiting 

for me when I 

arrived, and 

quickly showed me where they thought the 

ring might be. They just couldn't understand 

why they couldn't find it if it had only been 

lost the night before. I explained that lost 

rings are almost never in the same area 

where the owner thinks they might be, since 

rings bounce so much. I scanned the area 

and oh boy. Besides all the metal from the 

house itself, the area of the trash bins was 

surrounded by metal. There was a fence with 

a lot of nails, rebar from the driveway, 

downspouts, electrical conduit, and several 

pipes. Yikes! 

The land sloped to the back yard fence, so I 

started at the bottom and worked my way up 

the hill, thinking the ring might have rolled 

down. No luck. I tried every conceivable 

niche I could get my Deus into, and as close 

to the house as I could get. Nada. I started 

down the side of the driveway, but the rebar 

signals were ridiculous. There were 

flagstones leading from the trash bin area to 

the driveway, and the grass was a lot longer 

in this area. It was also pretty far away from 

where they said the ring had been lost. But 

when I went over the first two flagstones, I 

heard that clear, sweet, ringing signal and 

knew I had found it. Yup, there it was, 

pressed perfectly flat into the ground. The 

entire family had apparently trod on it 

multiple times in their search and only the 

barest rim was showing. But it couldn't hide 

from my XPDeus. 

I held it up and Rebecca, who had been 

watching, just gasped. She and her mother 

thanked me profusely and she quickly called 

her husband to give him the good news. She 

also told him to get his ring resized! The 

total time from getting Rebecca's email to 

finding the ring was a little over 45 minutes, 

and you know what? I really need to get out 

more! That was SO much fun!  

 CURRENCY 
CURIOSITIES 

Why are only dead presidents 

featured on U.S. coins? 

The short answer is tradition. Although this 

tradition has been legislated into law now, 

from the very beginning of our nation's 

founding, patriotic men felt that it was 

improper to honor any living person by 

putting their image on the legal tender 

currency. George Washington declined 

when our young nation wanted his portrait 

on the first U.S. silver dollar, which was 

the start of this long and still unbroken 

tradition. 

Who was the first president to be 

featured on U. S. coins? 

When the newly-formed United States of 

America minted its early coinage, it was 

Miss Liberty whose portrait appeared on 

our coins. The American Eagle usually 

appeared on the reverse. It wasn't until 

1909, the 100th anniversary of Abraham 

Lincoln's birth, that a (dead) president was 

first featured on U.S. coinage. Other dead 

presidents soon followed, and we are all 

familiar with the Jefferson nickel, Roosevelt 

dime, Washington quarter, etc. 

Source: http://www.thespruce.com   

 

? 

? 
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FINDS OF THE 

MONTH 
     

Oldest Coin 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Q.:1938 Wheat Penny  

Prize: 1941 WWII 1 Franc 

 

Most Valuable Coin 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat P.: 1856 O Seated Liberty Dime 

Prize: East St. Louis Bus Token 

 

Oddest Artifact 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill M.: 1935 Railroad Tie Nail 

Prize: 1936 Buffalo Nickel 

 

 

 

FOM Contest Rules: 

1. Fill out an entry form at the meeting, and 

hand it to Bill or Rick.  

2. Only one entry per category, per person, 

is allowed. Finds must be from the 

previous month ONLY! 

3. You can enter each category, but can 

only win one (determined by the FOM 

committee). 

4. Submissions should only include new 

finds found between the monthly 

meetings (honor system). 

5. Everyone making a submission will 

receive one point. Category winners will 

receive two points.  

 

Points will be recorded and tallied by the 

FOM committee. At the end of the year, the 

winner will receive a FABULOUS prize. 

 ______________________ 
 

HOME REMEDIES 

FOR COIN CLEANING 
(Use at your own risk!) 

To brighten silver coins: Boil potatoes in 

water in a non-aluminum pot. Remove 

potatoes. Place silver coins in hot potato 

water for 10 minutes. Remove and rub 

briskly but gently with an all wool cloth. 

 Or, place silver coins flat on the bottom 

of an aluminum pot. Boil for 10 minutes. 

Rinse. Rub gently with a cotton cloth. 

 Or, gently rub silver coins with a dry 

cotton cloth onto which a few drops of 

hand sanitizer has been placed. 

To keep your silver coins from 

tarnishing: Place a couple of pieces of 

chalk in the case where you store the coins. 

The chalk absorbs moisture and keeps the 

coins from turning black.  
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A DAY OF FUN, FUN, FUN! 
 

Our Family BBQ was held Saturday, September 9th, at the General 

Atkinson pavilion in Jefferson Barracks Park. We had 48 club and 

family/friend members in attendance…a huge jump from our 16 

hardy souls who weathered the cool, fall temperatures last year!  

Games included Pinpointer Pennies, Digger Toss, and Trivia. Two companies donated items as 

prizes for the games and giveaways for non-club members: Tesoro was kind enough to donate 

balls caps, t-shirts, bumper stickers, and catalogs, and Root Assassin donated a wonderful Mini- 

Root Assassin shovel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top left: Mackie and Matt do battle in the sand in 

the Pinpointer Penny game. 

Top right: Susannah and Jim are ready to dig in 

to the wonderful BBQ food. 

Left center: Tony was this year’s winner of the 

volunteer contest Bounty Hunter metal detector. 

Right center: Club members and their guests 

enjoy getting to know each other. 

Left bottom: Camaraderie and great stories were 

shared throughout the day. 
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******************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raffle #1:  

American Gold Eagle Coin  

WINNER: Rob Willett 

Raffle #2:  

Original Stained Glass 

WINNER: John Westermayer 

 W 
   I  
   N 
    N 
     E 
      R 
       S 

Top left: Everyone takes cover during the Digger Toss game! 

Top right: Tom wins the game with an impressive score of 23” 

from the target! 

Left: John won the Trivia game after tying with Bill, and 

winning the tie-breaking digger toss off. 

Above: Three sharp rides (Devil, Angel, and Lucifer) caught 

everyone’s attention in the car show portion of the day. 
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Gateway MD Club 

222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 
 

detectinghistory 

@yahoo.com 

 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
 

If you want an ad in the 

CLASSIFIEDS or HUNT BUDDIES 

sections, please send them through: 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 

Club tee shirts are available  

for $15.00 in L, XL, and XXL  

sizes. Patches can be purchased  

for $2.00. See a club officer. 

 

White's TreasurePro metal 

detector, $250.00 (nearly 40% off 

msrp.) Includes manual, coil cover, 

warranty card, etc. Only used for a 

few hours, clean, and no damage. 

Lightweight, 10" DD waterproof 

coil, uses only 2 AA batteries. 

Email: pan88@att.net, or  

call 314-457-9122. 
 

 

 

 

 

28” Lesche Ground Shark Shovel 

for sale, $40.00 (new cost is $65.00). 

Only used a couple of times.  

Email: rcrowell53@gmail.com,  

or call 314-882-5441. 
 

WHO WE ARE 
We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 
 

MEETINGS 
We meet on the first Tuesday of every 

month at: 

Missouri Civil War Museum 

222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

 

Open to the public 
 

mailto:detectinghistory@yahoo.com
mailto:pan88@att.net
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Missouri+Civil+War+Museum/@38.508784,-90.2893017,15.11z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x87d8b7c1dcc93a4f:0xb0e75dd81c12a739

