
"This is a long overdue thank you to Tom R. in the Gateway Metal Detecting Club.  I cannot 

think of a better time than now to write this email with it being Thanksgiving weekend!  I am so 

thankful that Tom R. found my mother's ring! 

 

Here is the story.  In October, I was at Crestwood Coin and Jewelers selling some of my late 

husband's coins to Tom, the owner.  While I waited, I noticed the metal detectors that Tom sells 

and I casually mentioned that I tried using one to find a lost ring.  I went on to say that they 

seemed pretty hard to use because we searched the entire yard.  Tom asked me if I found the ring 

and I said no.  He said, "if it's still there, he knew someone that would find it!"  That friend was 

Tom R. in your Club! 

 

This very special ring was a gift from my husband and it was an important symbol of the greatest 

gifts we ever received, our children.  It was my mother's ring, a gold ring with 6 rubies and 5 

diamonds (representing our July baby boy and our April baby girl).  About 1 1/2 years ago I was 

getting our house ready to sell and I hired a couple of men to help me clear some brush and vines 

in the backyard.  I was wearing the ring when I was helping them clear the yard and because I 

didn't want to lose it, I took the ring off and put it in my pocket.  At the end of the day, the ring 

was gone.  I was heartbroken and over the next couple of weeks, my son and I looked 

everywhere with a borrowed a metal detector.  Time passed and I sold my house about 6 months 

ago.   

 

Now with the possibility of finding the ring, I wrote to my agent to ask the new owners to give 

me permission to have Tom R. search the yard for the ring.  They emailed back immediately and 

said absolutely we could look and they hoped I would find it.  I called Tom R. to tell him we had 

permission and he went to look the very next day!  If I am honest, I really didn't think the ring 

would be found and I also knew this was my best chance to find it!  The morning Tom R. was 

looking for the ring at my old house, I was sitting at work and Tom R. called after about 3 1/2 

hours searching.  He said he had gone over the entire yard and even doubled back on the places I 

told him I had been working.  He said, "I'm going to keep looking."  He called back in 20 

minutes and he found the ring!!!  I literally sat at my desk sobbing with such joy that I think Tom 

R. even laughed a little with me.  I could not thank him enough, he found it in a landscaped rock 

area that was right on the edge of a hill of vines.  I don't even recall working in that area!   When 

I collected myself, I asked if I should meet him to pick up the ring.  Tom R. said he would take it 

to Crestwood to get it cleaned up because it was completely packed with dirt and he wanted to 

make sure that it was carefully cleaned to protect the ring and the stones.  I went by Crestwood 

Coin and Jewelers a few days later to pick up my ring and it looked brand new.  I cried again 

(and so many times since then as I have shared this story) and hugged everyone in the store.  It 

seems that the find was celebrated by both Tom and Tom R. and all the employees of 

Crestwood.   

 

So, Tom at Crestwood was right, if it was in the yard, Tom R. would find it!  

 

An added bonus in this story was that I called the new owners of my house to thank them and to 

let them know that the ring was found.  Terry, the owner, and I talked for about 20 minutes and 

he said that "God was holding that ring for me."  He shared in the celebration just like Tom R. 

and the people of Crestwood Coin and Jewelers!  He also said that if I ever needed anything that 



I could call on him.  Wow, I now have a connection with the family that bought our family 

home.  This was one more gift in what happened. 

 

I really don't have any words to explain what it means to me to have my ring back.  It was as if 

my husband aligned the stars and angels to make this all happen.  I'm aware that my ring is just a 

ring.  Inside of everything that happened, the truest joy for me is the people that were part of this 

story - Tom leading me to Tom R., Terry who allowed me to have someone look on his property, 

Tom R. who  donated his time so generously and Tom for cleaning up the ring and making it 

new again.  Beyond this group of people are my family and friends that also celebrated this 

wonderful news  We often treasure things, but for me, on so many levels, the people are and 

always will be the greatest treasure.  I am so blessed with 2 wonderful children and their families 

and to be surrounded by a world of kind and giving people. 

 

Thank you Tom R.  I greatly appreciate you taking the time to look for my ring and finding it!" 

 

All the best, 

Jan 

 

 
 


