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“Can you dig it? We can!” 

 

Club Email: 
detectinghistory@ 

yahoo.com 

 

Club Officers: 

President 
Susannah Kriegshauser 

 

Vice President 

Mackie Douglas 
 

Treasurer 
John Westermayer 

 

Secretary 
Pat Reece 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President's Corner 

 

By Susannah 

 

Hello fellow dirt fishers! 

I'm not really into end-of-year reviews. I would much rather 

look forward to what we have coming up. However, Pat has 

done a superlative job on the newsletter, where she has 

rounded up all those pesky facts and numbers and 

summarized our wonderful year. So enjoy all her hard work! 

I want to thank all the officers for all their efforts this year. 

We did some quite large events, including the overnight club 

hunt in Kirksville, and as I am sure you all realize, without 

organization every single thing we did this year would have 

had the potential to be a disaster. In fact, when our last 

Mystery Hunt site fell through, it almost was. But the officers 

and, even more, you members, stepped up and got us another 

site so we could all enjoy a great hunt. 

Remember that per your own suggestions in the survey, you 

want member presentations. Since we are making up the 

calendar, please let us know what month you would like for 

yours! We just need you to stand up, tell us about an item you 

found, or a hunt you did, or a funny story that happened, or 

maybe how you researched something. Anything that can help 

our newbies (and us) to see what's out there and how much 

you enjoy finding it. You can do a slideshow or not, as you 

prefer. Let us know soon! 

Meanwhile, I will be giving our February presentation on 

types of coin tumblers and how they function. I may be 

calling some of you to bring in your different type of tumblers 

from the two I have myself. I will send out an email in 

January.  

Finally, remember that you have until December 31
st
 to put in 

your nomination for president and treasurer. We will vote on 

the nominations at the February meeting, and the results will 

be announced in March. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Happy Holidays from your  

Club Officers! 
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2017 CALENDAR 

 
Feb 07: GMDC meeting 

NO HUNT IN FEB 

Mar 07: GMDC meeting 

Mar 11: GMDC hunt. 

   (Cancelled) 

Mar 25: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Apr 01: CW Park Day 

   MO CW Museum 

Apr 04:  GMDC meeting 

Apr 08:  GMDC hunt. 

   Wilmore Park 

May 02: GMDC meeting 

May 06: GMDC hunt. 

   Mystery Hunt.  

May 27: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Jun 03:  Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class   

Jun 06:  GMDC meeting 

Jun 10:  GMDC hunt. 

   Susan Rd. 

Jun 19:  Metal Detecting 

  Basics Class 

NO JULY MEETING 

Jul 03:  Metal Detecting 

 Basics Class 

Jul 08:  GMDC hunt. 

  TBD 

Aug 01: GMDC meeting 

Aug 05: GMDC hunt. 

   Mystery Hunt 
Sep 05:  GMDC meeting 

Sep 09:  GMDC BBQ    

Oct 03:  GMDC meeting 

Oct 07:  Lyon Park 

Nov 07:  GMDC meeting 

Nov 11:  GMDC hunt 

    Relleke farm 

Dec 05:  GMDC holiday 

    party  

 

NO HUNT IN DECEMBER 

NO MTG OR HUNT IN JAN 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Meeting Notes  

 

At the club holiday party, 36 members (including some 

guests) enjoyed the food and camaraderie as we wrapped up a 

successful year. During the party, we welcomed four new 

members, which brings our club membership to 74 

enthusiastic detectorists!  

During the party we presented Mark Trout with a $500 gift 

card for the Museum Fund, which will be put to good use in 

finalizing the 1918 building. 

Following the club vote, the 2018 Finds of the Month contest 

will be changed next year to allow members to submit only 

one find entry per month instead of one entry per category. 

This change will hopefully get more members involved in the 

contest. 

Attendance prizes: Various metal detecting finds and gear 

were used as attendance prizes, with Sherry Sanders winning 

$65.00 for the 50/50 drawing which, as a surprise, wasn’t 

shared with the club treasury. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will not be a club newsletter in January, but that 

doesn’t mean you should stop swinging, writing articles, 

or submitting pictures for the Interesting Finds section of 

the website! Get out there this winter while the ground is 

a little softer, and there’s no bugs or 100-degree 

temperatures to contend with.  

Or, start your research to identify new hunt sites, get your 

courage up to ask for permissions, or take the time to 

clean, identify, and organize your finds. Before you know 

it, spring will be here and you’ll be better prepared to 

make next year even more successful! 
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IN THE LOUPE… 

By Kirk Gaut 

In 1969, my parents moved into an old 

farmhouse in Southern Illinois. As a child 

living out in the country there wasn’t much 

to do but explore. I 

soon discovered the 

world of antiques. 

The contents of the 

home and two 

barns had remained 

in place from the 

previous owners.  

At some point, 

when I was about 

10 years old, my parents took notice of my 

interest in exploring and gave me my first 

metal detector. Needless to say, it was as 

basic as you could get. There was one knob 

that when turned on emitted a constant 

sound. When the detector passed over any 

metal item the 

tone would 

change. It was 

that simple! Off I 

went hunting for 

treasure. I dug up 

horse bridles, 

nails, scrap metal 

of all shapes and 

sizes, and oh so many chains…but nothing 

of any real value or significance. Then came 

my first find - an 1864 Large Cent. The 

funny thing about the find was it didn’t 

involve my metal detector! On the day I 

found it I was walking back up the hill after 

taking out the trash, and there it was lying 

on top of the ground! The find was enough 

to motivate additional hours upon hours of 

metal detecting and eventually led to my 

second and now third metal detectors. 

Suddenly lugging the garbage down to the 

burn pile wasn’t so bad! 

THIS COULD HAPPEN 

TO YOU! 

by Lee Nunnally 

This summer I went out to detect in a local 

park on a Thursday. You know how, being a 

former police detective, I always preach about 

calling 911 when you observe something 

suspicious?  Well, on that day I didn't practice 

what I preach…I blew it. It was a nice day, so 

I went out to metal detect for a couple of 

hours. The ground was dry and hard, but the 

temperature was pleasant. My daughter 

showed up with her dog, Rocky. We had 

lunch in the park, then my daughter left and I 

went back to detecting. 

Around 2:45 pm, I observed a male, 21-25 

years old on a bicycle who was 

acting suspiciously.  He was looking into 

parked cars; in particular, my car. He then 

rode his bicycle down the walkway into the 

park and towards me. As he rode by, he 

looked at the digger I had in my hand and rode 

past me within five feet. I usually call 911 for 

such suspicious activities, but since he was 

African American and had not actually done 

anything wrong, I did not want to appear to be 

a racist by calling the police. BIG MISTAKE! 

I did not hear about what had happened until I 

watched the evening news. As it turns out, the 

guy had accosted a young female student 

walking home from St. Gabriel’s School 

nearby. He’d followed the young girl home 

and said some very inappropriate things to 

her. The police were notified and chased him, 

but he’d abandoned his bicycle and got away 

on foot.   

I really feel bad for not following my gut 

instinct and calling 911 -- I could have 

prevented this young girl from 

being traumatized. I did call the Area I 

station and provide a detailed description of 

the suspect.   
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The moral of this story is to always be aware 

of your surroundings while you are detecting 

and do not hesitate to call 911 when you see 

anything suspicious. Now that I’m retired, 

that is all I can do to help my brothers in 

blue.   

 

CLUB STATSTICS 
We wanted to provide you with a 

few statistics about the club that 

you might find interesting: 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

In February of this year we had 40 club 

members and by December, the membership 

grew to 74. Attendance at the monthly 

meetings averaged out to about 30 members, 

so it’s a good thing that the 1918 building at 

the Civil War Museum will be ready soon for 

us to use! 

 

WEBSITE 

Our website had 2,218 visitors in 2016, and is 

up to 3,119 so far in 2017. In 11 months of 

2017, we averaged about 265 visitors a month. 

Wednesday at 8 pm was the most popular day 

for visits. March had the most daily viewings, 

averaging about 60 views a day, followed by 

May with about 57. 

CAT CALLS 
We began keeping a log of CAT calls on June 

12th of this year. Since that time, we’ve had 

21 contacts, 8 of which either never responded 

or found the item themselves. The CAT team 

went onsite to hunt for items 13 times, and 

was successful over half of those visits, which 

is pretty good since sometimes the item was 

later found by the owners in their homes or 

elsewhere! 

 

 

EARLY U.S. DIMES 
The Coinage Act of 1792 established the 

dime equal to 1/10 of a dollar. From 1796 to 

1837, dimes were composed of nearly 90% 

silver. They were small and thin to prevent 

their intrinsic value from being more than 

their face value. 

In 1965, the dime's silver content was 

removed and is since composed of layers of 

75 percent copper and 25 percent nickel, 

bonded to a pure copper core. In 1792, a 

limited number of dismes (dimes) were 

minted, but never circulated.  

Draped Bust  
(1796–1807) 

The first dime to be 

circulated was the Draped 

Bust dime, in 1796. The 

portrait of Liberty on the 

obverse was based on a drawing of 

prominent Philadelphia socialite Ann 

Willing Bingham. The reverse design is of a 

small bald eagle. 

Capped Bust  
(1809–1837) 

The Capped Bust dime 

was the first dime to have 

its value written on the 

coin. Previous designs had 

no indication of value other than by size.  

Seated Liberty  

(1837–1891) 

In 1837, a new design 

reminiscent of the 

Britannia image found on 

coinage of the United 

Kingdom was used. The obverse features an 

image of Liberty sitting on a rock. 

Barber (1892–1916) 
The Barber dime is 

named for its designer. 

Liberty's portrait is 

reminiscent of ancient 

Greek and Roman 

sculpture, and is shared with the quarter and 

half-dollar of the same period. 



Page 5 

A BIG C.A.T.  

THANK YOU 
This is a long overdue thank you to Tom R. in 

the Gateway Metal Detecting Club. I cannot 

think of a better time than now to write this 

email with it being Thanksgiving weekend!  I 

am so thankful that Tom found my mother’s 

ring! Here is the story.   

In October, I was at Crestwood Coin and 

Jewelers selling some of my late husband's coins 

to Tom, the owner.  While I waited, I noticed 

the metal detectors 

that Tom sells and 

I casually 

mentioned that I 

tried using one to 

find a lost ring.  I 

went on to say that they seemed pretty hard to 

use because we searched the entire yard. Tom 

asked me if I found the ring and I said no. He 

said if it was still there, he knew someone that 

would find it.  That someone was Tom R. in 

your Club!  

This very special ring was a gift from my 

husband and it was an important symbol of the 

greatest gifts we ever received, our children.  It 

was my mother’s ring, a gold ring with 6 rubies 

and 5 diamonds (representing our July baby boy 

and our April baby girl).  About 1 1/2 years ago 

I was getting our house ready to sell and I hired 

a couple of men to help me clear some brush 

and vines in the backyard. I was wearing the 

ring when I was helping them clear the yard and 

because I didn't want to lose it, I took the ring 

off and put it in my pocket. At the end of the 

day, the ring was gone. I was heartbroken and 

over the next couple of weeks, my son and I 

looked everywhere with a borrowed metal 

detector. Time passed and I sold my house about 

6 months ago.  

Now with the possibility of finding the ring, I 

wrote to my agent to ask the new owners to give 

me permission to have Tom R. search the yard 

for the ring. They emailed back immediately and 

said absolutely we could look and they hoped I 

would find it. I called Tom R. to tell him we had 

permission and he went to look the very next 

day! If I am honest, I really didn't think the ring 

would be found and I also knew this was my 

best chance to find it!   

The morning Tom R. was looking for the ring at 

my old house, I was sitting at work and he 

called after about 3 1/2 hours searching. He said 

he had gone over the entire yard and even 

doubled back on the places I told him I had been 

working. He said, "I'm going to keep 

looking." He called back in 20 minutes and he 

had found the ring!!! I literally sat at my desk 

sobbing with such joy that I think Tom R. even 

laughed a little with me. I could not thank him 

enough; he found it in a landscaped rock area 

that was right on the edge of a hill of vines.  I 

don't even recall working in that area!    

When I collected myself, I asked if I should 

meet him to pick up the ring. Tom said he would 

take it to Crestwood Jewelers to get it cleaned 

because it was completely packed with dirt and 

he wanted to make sure that it was cleaned 

carefully to protect the ring and the stones. I 

went by the store a few days later to pick up my 

ring and it looked brand new. I cried again (and 

so many times since then as I have shared this 

story) and hugged everyone in the store. It 

seems that the find was celebrated by both Tom 

and Tom R. and all the employees of 

Crestwood. Tom at Crestwood was right, if it 

was in the yard, Tom R. would find it!  

An added bonus to this story was that I called 

the new owners of my house to thank them and 

to let them know that the ring was found. The 

new owner and I talked for about 20 minutes 

and he said that "God was holding that ring for 

me."  He shared in the celebration just like Tom 

R. and the people at Crestwood! He also said 

that if I ever needed anything that I could call on 

him.  Wow, I now have a connection with the 

family that bought our family home. This was 

one more gift in what happened. 

I really don't have any words to explain what it 

means to me to have my ring back. It was as if 

my husband aligned the stars and angels to make 

this all happen. I'm aware that my ring is just a 
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ring. Inside of everything that happened, the 

truest joy for me is the people that were part of 

this story - Tom leading me to Tom R., Terry 

who allowed me to have someone look on his 

property, Tom R. who donated his time so 

generously and Tom for cleaning up the ring and 

making it new again. Beyond this group of 

people are my family and friends that also 

celebrated this wonderful news. We often 

treasure things, but for me, on so many levels, 

the people are and always will be the greatest 

treasure. I am so blessed with two wonderful 

children and their families and to be surrounded 

by a world of kind and giving people. 

Thank you, Tom R.  I greatly appreciate you 

taking the time to look for my ring and finding 

it! 

All the best, 

Jan 

 

THE SURVEY SAID… 
 

At our November meeting, the club members 

spent a few minutes completing an anonymous 

seven-question survey to see 

how we’re doing and to give 

everyone a voice in how we 

do things in the future. 

Here are the survey results: 

 

1. Would you prefer for some of the meetings 
throughout the year be reserved for just 
socializing instead of having a 
presentation? 

Yes = 9     No = 18     Either = 1 

 

2. What would you change about the 
meetings? 
 Nothing. 

 Eliminate breaks so the meetings end 

sooner. 

 More people talking about personal hunts 

and finds. 

 Share places to hunt from members. 

 Just the meeting room and lights. 

 I am hoping when we get to the other 

building, there will be tables so we can 

bring our finds - walk around a little more 

and be encouraged. 

 Have more time to look at "finds of the 

month" before they announce the winners. 

 Start earlier and have more people 

display/talk about their finds. 

3. Do you read the club newsletter?   

Yes = 21     No = 1     Partly = 4 

 

4.  What would you change about the 
newsletter? 

 I think it’s great! 

 More photos of club members. 

5. What activities did you like/dislike about 
the club picnic? 
 Loved it all! So did my wife! 

 Pool dig was fun, but maybe raise it up 

from the ground. The tool toss was great, 

and the trivia was challenging. 

 Like socializing/games/food. Can't think 

of anything I disliked. 

 Change games. 

 Liked all of it, but the digger toss was the 

best. 

 I thought it was well organized and fun. 

6. What would you change about the club 
picnic? 
 Nothing. 

 Would like a location where we can use 

our detectors as a game. 

 Add a possible seeded hunt or two in the 

future.  

 If we could have a team hunt. Have 

multiple teams and find specific items. 

 Nothing comes to mind except a close 

restroom. 

7. Would you purchase a long-sleeved club 
tee shirt?   

Yes = 21     No = 6     Probably = 1 
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FINDS OF THE MONTH RESULTS! 
 

We had a successful year for our first FOM contest, with 27 club 

members providing at least one submission. We’d like to thank Bill 

Siebel and Rick Crowell for running the monthly 

contest so successfully!  

For 2017, members were allowed to submit one item 

per the three categories (Oldest Coin, Most Valuable 

Coin, and Most Interesting Artifact), which resulted 

in John Quinn running up the highest score! His 

prize was an 1883-O VF Morgan silver dollar. All 

results are posted below. 
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GMDC NOVEMBER GROUP HUNT 
 

A hardy group of 16 club members enjoyed a day of hunting at the Relleke Pumpkin Patch! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top: Marvin, Bill, Rick, and Pat explore their 

finds, including some online research. 

Center: Julie and Ron take a break from 

digging. Jim finds a nice silver spoon.  

Bottom: Pat D. finds her first silver ring. Ron 

finds a mood ring. Marvin finds a silverfish 

ring. Pat P. finds a tax token and Mercury 

dime. Kathy finds a pumpkin pin! 
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CLUB HOLIDAY PARTY 
 

A festive group of 36 members (including guests) had a first look at the 1918 building during our 

annual holiday party! The building looks fantastic, and we’ll have plenty of room and tables 

available to spread out as our membership continues to grow. 

 

Enjoy these pictures of the happy members and guests whose numbers were pulled during the 

attendance raffle! 
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Gateway MD Club 

222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 
 

detectinghistory 

@yahoo.com 

 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
 

If you want an ad in the 

CLASSIFIEDS or HUNT BUDDIES 

sections, please send them through: 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 

Club tee shirts are available  

for $15.00 in L, XL, and XXL  

sizes. Patches can be purchased  

for $2.00. See a club officer. 

 

 

 

 

28” Lesche Ground Shark Shovel 

for sale, $40.00 (new cost is $65.00). 

Only used a couple of times.  

Email: rcrowell53@gmail.com,  

or call 314-882-5441. 
 

 

WHO WE ARE 
We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 
 

MEETINGS 
We meet on the first Tuesday of every 

month at: 

 

Missouri Civil War Museum 

222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

 

Open to the public 
 

mailto:detectinghistory@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Missouri+Civil+War+Museum/@38.508784,-90.2893017,15.11z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x87d8b7c1dcc93a4f:0xb0e75dd81c12a739

