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President's Corner 

 

By Susannah 

 

Hello fellow dirt fishers! 

My goodness, we are once again expanding our club 

numbers! We are seeing an increase at our meetings, at our 

hunts, and especially in those of you who are willing to 

volunteer for activities that help the club. We officers are so 

grateful, because as big as our club is getting, we need the 

help. I think you will agree that our meetings are getting more 

relaxed all the time. That's because everyone is meeting and 

greeting, and not just our designated greeters. What fun! 

With the big jump in the number of items in our club library 

(thanks to all who have offered their materials!), there is 

something sure to catch the eye of any avid detectorist. Read 

under the "Club Talk" tab/Library how you can enter your 

items while they still remain in your possession, but can be 

used by other club members. We have everything from 

Arrowheads to Treasury of Frontier Relics. Check out how to 

use our library under the "Club Talk" tab. 

Our second annual Civil War Trust Park Day is Saturday, 

April 7 at 10am. (Note the time). Bring shovels, rakes, 

brooms, etc., gloves, ear and eye protection, and wear your 

club shirt. I understand we will even have one member who is 

bringing his front loader to help with the mulch! Water and 

snacks will be provided, and you will receive a free CW Trust 

tee shirt. Registration (which is now closed) was required to 

participate. 

PLEASE DO NOT PARK ON THE LOT. You will need 

to park on the county lot further up, or the side streets. 

Our first Mystery Hunt of the year just finished, and while we 

didn't find much, everyone agreed that the day and the 

detecting soil conditions couldn't have been better. The 90-yr-

old gentleman who owned the 88-acre farm obviously had no 

idea he had been night-hawked extensively over the years 

(and of course we didn't either!). So it was a disappointment 

to realize that no finds were coming up except some clad and 

a few items (which are shown under "Interesting Finds"). But 

“thems the breaks”. Thanks to Pam Popp who got us the 

permission, and she earns 4 entries in our Volunteer Contest. 

March 17 starts the Metal Detecting Basics classes. Please 

check under the "Classes" tab on the website for details about 

where to register. You earn 1 Volunteer Contest slip for 

taking the class.                                         
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2018 CALENDAR 

 
Feb 06: GMDC meeting 

NO HUNT IN FEB 

Mar 06: GMDC meeting 

Mar 10: GMDC hunt 

 Mystery Hunt 
Mar 17: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Apr 03:  GMDC meeting 

Apr 07:  CW Park Day 

May 01: GMDC meeting 

May 05: GMDC hunt 

   Site TBD 

Mar 26: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Jun 05:  GMDC meeting 

Jun 09:  GMDC hunt 

   Site TBD 

Jun 23: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Jul 03:  GMDC meeting 

Jul 07:  GMDC hunt 

  Site TBD 

Jul 28:  Metal Detecting 

  Basics Class 

Aug 07: GMDC meeting 

Aug 11: GMDC hunt 

   Mystery Hunt 
Sep 04:  GMDC meeting 

Sep 08:  GMDC BBQ    

Oct 02:  GMDC meeting 

Oct 06:  GMDC hunt 

  Site TBD 

Nov 06: GMDC meeting 

Nov 10: GMDC hunt 

   Mystery Hunt 
Dec 04:  GMDC holiday 

    party  

 

NO HUNT IN DECEMBER 

NO MTG OR HUNT IN JAN 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Meeting Notes  

 

Attendance at the second meeting of the year was an 

impressive 43. We welcomed Brian and Pam Pope to  

the club!  

For 2018, Rick Crowell and Bill Seibel will remain as the 

main judges of the Finds of the Month (FOM) committee, 

joined by Mike Prugger, who will serve as an alternate, as 

needed. (For instance, when Rick or Bill have a contest 

submission, are absent from the club meeting, or just would 

like another opinion in determining a category winner.) 

For the Hospitality committee, Jim Hammond and Rob 

Willett will continue serving as the main hosts, with Marvin 

Gilliam serving as an alternate and helping out with all the 

activity at the beginning of a club meeting. 

Vice President Mackie Douglas will oversee FOM and the 

BBQ committee, and Treasurer Rich Bereswill will oversee 

Hospitality and Holiday Party committee. 

If you plan to join the Community Action Team (CAT), 

please do so by the April 2
nd

 meeting. This team requires a 

renewal each year, and also a confirmation of your cell phone 

number. 

If you plan to join the club or renew your membership, 

please do so by the April 2
nd

 meeting or you will be removed 

from the club emails. 

27 people signed up to help out with the Civil War Trust 

Day that will be held at the museum on Saturday, April 7 at 

10:00 am. This activity takes the place of the monthly hunt.  

For the Volunteer Contest, the club voted to have three gift 

cards as the prizes, instead of a detector or one large prize. 

The Pennies for Poverty fund is already over $300 from our 

generous members. At the end of the year, the 

Heifer.org/Small Farmers' Diversity Fund will be presented 

with all donations for the year. 

Attendance prizes: Julie Wheatley – 1827 Large Cent, Steve 

Reiner – 1853 Seated Dime with arrows, Scott Phillips – 1882 

Shield Nickel. 

50/50: Larry Von Behren – $56.00. 

 

 



Page 3 

IN THE LOUPE… 

by Eric Hanewinkel 

Considering all the hobbies I have, metal 

detecting is the one I am most passionate 

about. I have been hunting, fishing, and 

arrowhead collecting 

ever since I can 

remember. I started 

with a BB gun and a 

cane pole (probably 

to keep my parents’ 

sanity). Eventually I 

graduated to archery 

and fly rods, and 

have a pretty good-

sized Indian artifact collection. I also enjoy 

going to estate sales, garage sales, and old 

car swap meets.   

Looking back, I realize metal detecting and 

other hobbies I have are all related; they all 

involve hunting for some type of treasure. 

With every cast of a fishing pole, every walk 

up the driveway of an estate sale, or every 

methodical hike through cornfields and 

creeks seeking a “worked” piece of flint, I 

am looking for treasure! Often, I’m not even 

sure what treasure I am looking for until I 

pick something up from a table at a garage 

sale or hear that twig snap behind me while 

in a deer stand.   

 

 

 

This picture is my first detector (which I still 

have). It runs on a nine-volt battery, has no 

headphone jack, and makes a constant 

sound.  The sound is adjusted (squelched) 

and you just have to listen for tone changes 

(another great item in its day to drive your 

parents crazy)! 

 

 

WHAT’S THE 

LARGEST METAL 

OBJECT YOU’VE 

EVER DETECTED? 

by Mike Prugger 

I have used metal detectors for almost 40 

years, as one way of finding “Treasure”. At 

some point I became interested in the 

possibilities of finding 

buried caches, and one 

of the books I read was 

“Deep Treasure & 

Cache Location with the 

Fisher Gemini-3”. This 

guy, Stephen Ryland, 

uses a Fisher Gemini 3 

two-box metal detector, 

along with a Fisher FX-

3 differential induction 

magnetometer, and a 

Fisher Gold Bug VLF 

detector to look for 

hidden caches.  

I always try to make my 

activities pay for 

themselves if I can, so I 

bought the three 

detectors and learned 

how to use them. I then 

started working for various environmental 

companies locating underground storage 

tanks, pipes and cables, and various 

unknown metal objects.  

It was great practice for finding underground 

anomalies of different sizes and depths, and 

better yet, they paid me to do it. I 

approached my first environmental company 

and proposed that I would go detect on one 

of their current sites for free, mark up all 

detectable signals with paint to let them 

know what was there, and, if they thought it 

was of value, they could hire me to detect 

additional sites. After my first site, I guess 

they liked what I did because I was hired as 
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a contractor to help with sites that had 

possible underground anomalies.  

After a few jobs I started getting calls from 

other environmental companies and 

individuals to locate and mark unknown 

buried objects. Usually these jobs only took 

an hour or two to complete. I would usually 

go do it during my lunch break, walk around 

the site eating my sandwich, and spray paint 

lines on the ground. Most sites were pretty 

local, but I’ve gone as far as Joplin to do 

detecting jobs. I did this for about five or six 

years. I was even hired to survey the area 

where they were going to place the new 

downtown baseball stadium. I thought it was 

interesting that someone had arbitrarily 

marked the position of a 24 inch 

underground gas main, and missed its actual 

location by more than 30 feet with the 

backhoe coming the next day to dig!   

On one job I was hired to do a general 

search of a property to see if anything stood 

out, because they were going to sell it. The 

only anomaly that was of any concern was a 

very large signal, approximately 15 feet by 

35 feet, beneath the front yard. No one 

believed that anything was there…even 

long-time neighbors and family, who 

supposedly knew everything about the 

history of the property. It took them forever, 

but finally the need to know what it was got 

to be too much and they hired a backhoe and 

started digging.  

 

 

 

 

 

To their amazement and mine, they found an 

old railroad tank car buried in the front yard 

for the purpose of supplying fuel oil to the 

house. I didn’t get to see them dig it out, but 

I’d hate to think about what the front yard 

looked like after they were done!  

FINDING THE 

LOCATION OF AN 

OLD HOUSE  
by Matt Huntman 

You’ve done your research and found an old 

house site on a map located in a field or the 

woods, and have obtained permission to hunt.  

Now, how do you find the location of the 

house that once stood there? 

Things to look for and do: 

1. Vegetation: Look for a large tree(s) out of 

place (straight line or in a pattern), spring 

flowers growing in a row, a clearing of 

vegetation and trees in the woods 

2. Objects on the ground: Nails and other 

iron bits, broken pieces of pottery and 

glass, bricks, large chunks of sandstone, 

foundation rock, chimney remnants, and 

an old well or cellar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Set your metal detector so it doesn’t 

discriminate anything out. You want to 

hear iron! If there was on old house on the 

site, you will have an area that is loaded 

with nails and other iron objects. Once you 

start getting an area heavy with iron 

noises, you’ve located the site.   

You’ve located a high concentration of 

iron, what’s next? 

 Iron sounds on or off? It’s ultimately up 

to you. You may find some really neat iron 

finds such as axes, machinery parts, and 
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buckles to name a few. However, your 

detector is going to be going off like crazy 

all the time. You will be spending a lot of 

time just digging nails and other rusted, 

long-gone iron trash. I tend to hunt just at 

the upper edge of iron and ‘dig it all’. 

 Light items like coins and buttons are 

subject to being washed away in areas 

where there are hills or slopes. Check the 

hillsides and bottoms of the hills for those 

light items. I’ve found some of my best 

things there.   

 Don’t forget…the house is not usually 

the only building on a site. Most early 

settlers were farmers, and they had 

chicken coops, pigpens, barns, outhouses, 

and other buildings on the property. 

Scanning the area with discrimination off 

can help you find the individual buildings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Houses were usually built near a source 

of fresh water, whether it’s a stream or 

pond. People bathed, cleaned clothes, and 

used these fresh water sources for drinking 

water. Check around! 

 With all of the iron in the ground it’s hard 

to ‘hunt a place out’. Keep going back. 

Some sites I’ve hunted a dozen times still 

cough up coins. If it’s a field site, go back 

after a heavy rain or after the ground has 

been tilled. If it’s a wooded site, go back 

in the winter when most of the vegetation 

has died off to optimize ground 

penetration. 

 Try different coils and settings on your 

machine. Small coils can help to ‘sniff’ 

out good items in iron infested areas. 

Large coils cover a lot of ground and can 

help to find objects in areas where there 

are low iron amounts. 

 

JACK’S ADVENTURES 
Material provided by Jack Kountz 

Jack Kountz probably has more metal 

detecting stories to tell than all members in the 

club combined, but he’s been at it for over 40 

years! (Jack was featured in the February 2018 

In the Loupe article.)  

His most well-known adventure was near the 

city of Kimmswick beginning in the early 

1980s, where he hunted for 10 years. Jack’s 

research led him to discover an area where a 

three-story hotel had existed in 1886 before 

burning to the ground. A successful public 

park soon followed, and thrived for 30 years.  

People came from the city by rail and more 

often, by steamboat to enjoy the park. In its 

prime, up to 2,000 people a week enjoyed the 

picnic grounds, mule rides, two-story dance 

pavilion, and an early version of a roller 

coaster called “The Switchback”.  

Two steamboats provided shuttle services, and 

one of them was named the “City of 

Providence”, 

which required 

a token for 

entry.  

Jack found 

several of these 

tokens during 

his hunts, and 

one was even 

featured on the 

cover of the 

Kimmswick 

Magazine in 

winter, 1994.  

(See picture with Jack’s grubby fingers...ha!)  
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The 1904 World's Fair and the building of the 

Forest Park Highlands reduced attendance and 

the original park closed. The ground was sold 

and became known as Jones Park until the 

1930s, when it was sold again and returned to 

its natural wooded state.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The park was a distant memory when Jack 

began his hunting adventure (and is now a 

subdivision). He made the acquaintance of a 

man who owned part of the land where the 

parks had been, and gained permission to 

hunt. It was no easy task because the 

manicured grounds were gone, and Jack had to 

contend with thick underbrush loaded with 

weeds, briar bushes, and honeysuckle growing 

up the trees like a canopy. No easy task for 

uncovering his treasures.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jack found his share of coins dating back to 

the 1850s, but was more fascinated by the 

artifacts he discovered. He donated most of 

them to the Kimmswick Historical Society, 

where they created a display of period jewelry, 

badges, tokens, tableware, 1904 World’s Fair 

souvenirs, and coins. 

Jack firmly believes that research is the key to 

making good finds. For his Kimmswick hunt, 

he used the archives at Jefferson Memorial 

and the Mercantile Library in St. Louis to find 

out more about Kimmswick and the 

surrounding area. There he found plat maps 

and articles which contributed to his success. 

Jack's other successful hunting adventures also 

involved research, which was related to camps 

and battlefields of the Civil War. On 

mountains and in heavy terrain he has found 

his share of 

junk, 

including 

30 pounds 

of shot 

bullets, 

which he 

melted 

down and 

made into 

toy Civil War soldiers, but also special finds 

like a powder flask, belt buckles, pipes, 

uniform insignia, and other items which will 

probably remain on our personal bucket lists 

of desired finds forever.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to you, Jack, for your 

dedication, effort, and commitment to the two 

basic rules of treasure hunting: always get 

permission from the landowner, and fill your 

holes after you dig! 
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FINDS OF THE 

MONTH 
     

Oldest Coin 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eric H.:1851 NO Seated Half Dime 

Prize: 1864 Two-Cent Piece 

 

Most Valuable Coin 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rob W.: 1879 CC Morgan Silver Dollar  

Prize: 1842 Large Cent (holed) 

 

Interesting Artifact 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim H.: Two-piece Dress Military Button 

Prize: 1853 Seated Dime 

 

 

FOM Contest Rules: 

1. Fill out an entry form at the beginning of 

the meeting, and hand it to a member of 

the FOM committee.  

2. Only one entry, per person, is allowed 

(not one entry per category). 

3. Finds must ONLY be from the 

previous month (honor system). 

4. Everyone making a submission will 

receive one point. Category winners will 

receive two points.  

 

Points will be recorded and tallied by the 

FOM committee. At the end of the year, the 

winner will receive a FABULOUS prize. 

 

TIPS FOR LOCATING 

BURIED TREASURE 
by Rich Bereswill 

Here are some things to think about for 

locating buried treasure and hidden caches: 

 People liked to be able to see where 

they buried something on their 

property. Think about their views from 

the kitchen, bedroom, or living room. 

 Flower beds are good places to look 

because the ground is always turned 

over, so you can’t tell that something 

was buried there.  

 Look for a tree that seems out of place, 

which could be a marker.  

 Try to locate where the outhouse was 

and the path leading to it. 

 Look at fence posts for one that is a 

little different. There have been a lot of 

fence post caches. Look for posts that 

you can see from a window. 

 Look around trees and items before you 

enter old towns, where people would 

hide money and valuables before going 

into a town.
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Gateway MD Club 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/ 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
If you want an ad in the 

CLASSIFIEDS or HUNT BUDDIES 

sections, please send them through: 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 

Club short- and long-sleeved tee 

shirts and fleece hoodies are 

available in various sizes. Patches 

can be purchased for $2.00. See a 

club officer for more information. 

 

 

 

 

WHO WE ARE 

We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

 

MEETINGS 

We meet on the first Tuesday of every 

month at: 

 

Missouri Civil War Museum 

222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

 

 

Open to the public 

 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/
mailto:detectinghistory@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Missouri+Civil+War+Museum/@38.508784,-90.2893017,15.11z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x87d8b7c1dcc93a4f:0xb0e75dd81c12a739

