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“Can you dig it? We can!” 

 

Club Email: 
detectinghistory@ 

yahoo.com 
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Susannah Kriegshauser 
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Pat Reece 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President's Corner 

 

By Susannah 

 

Hello fellow dirt fishers! 

I decided to go back through our first newsletters to see how 

we have progressed through the years. Wow! We went from a 

single-page typed sheet with absolutely nothing else on it to 

our present glossy publication which is comparable to some 

of the best in the country…all in two years. It's kind of fun to 

see how much our club has expanded and changed during that 

time, but what hasn't changed is our members. You all are still 

just as eager, helpful, and interesting as you were when we 

began, and you've infected our newbies with your enthusiasm! 

May 5
th

 will be our monthly hunt and we will be meeting at 

the Wildwood History Museum on Hwy 100 and Hencken 

Rd. Details are on the Calendar page. The museum has asked 

that as many people as possible carpool so as to leave space 

for museum customers. YOU MUST REGISTER FOR 

THIS HUNT. Members of the historical society and the 

museum will be on hand (no pressure!). Be aware that any old 

finds will probably need to be turned over to the museum. We 

will be using the Genevieve Method (details on the club 

website). 

We've been seeing some cool finds on the Interesting Finds 

page, but I know you guys and gals are finding more than 

that. Why not share with your fellow members by sending us 

pics of that neat artifact, or even just all that clad you found? 

If you don't feel like posting a find before that month's FOM 

contest (so no one knows what you have yet, LOL), then send 

us pics afterwards. There's no time limit for the Interesting 

Finds page. I have the statistics showing that it is the most-

looked-at page on our site, with people from around the world 

checking in on it. So let's show them what we have! 

We are gearing up for our club BBQ in September (yes, we 

have to start THIS early!), so if you have any detecting-

related (sort of) items to donate, please contact our VP 

Mackie, who is head of the committee. Donations can be 

silver testing packs, detecting books, coin holders, display 

cases, or whatever you've got that we can use for prizes. Gift 

cards too! (Cabela’s, Dick's, Amazon, etc.). Many thanks! 

 

Happy Hunting! 
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2018  CALENDAR 

 
Feb 06: GMDC meeting 

NO HUNT IN FEB 

Mar 06: GMDC meeting 

Mar 10: GMDC hunt 

 Mystery Hunt 
Mar 17: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Apr 03:  GMDC meeting 

Apr 14:  CW Park Day 

May 01: GMDC meeting 

May 05: GMDC hunt 

   Hencken Place 

Mar 26: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Jun 05:  GMDC meeting 

Jun 09:  GMDC hunt 

   Site TBD 

Jun 23: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Jul 03:  NO MEETING  

Jul 07:  GMDC hunt 

  Site TBD 

Jul 28:  Metal Detecting 

  Basics Class 

Aug 07: GMDC meeting 

Aug 11: GMDC hunt 

   Mystery Hunt 
Sep 04:  GMDC meeting 

Sep 08:  GMDC BBQ    

Oct 02:  GMDC meeting 

Oct 06:  GMDC hunt 

  Site TBD 

Nov 06: GMDC meeting 

Nov 10: GMDC hunt 

   Mystery Hunt 
Dec 04:  GMDC holiday 

    party  

 

NO HUNT IN DECEMBER 

NO MTG OR HUNT IN JAN 

 

 

 

 

 

Monthly Meeting Notes  

 

Attendance at the third meeting of the year was an impressive 

40. We welcomed Jim Gansner, David Thelen, Bill Wilken, 

and Dawn Willett to the club!  

We are looking for a presentation, demonstration, or other 

detecting-related topic for the August meeting. Please see a 

club officer if you’d like to volunteer. Thank you to Jack 

Kountz for volunteering to do a presentation for the June 

meeting on water detecting! 

Rich reports that the Civil War Museum fund has received 

$47.00 to date in donations from the club.  

If you have an idea for a club hunt site, or need help in 

securing permission for a Mystery Hunt, please see Susannah. 

We are always on the lookout for areas that will accommodate 

30+ detectorists within an hour or a little more drive from the 

Civil War Museum. (Note that for a Civil War site, we are 

willing to go just about anywhere!) 

New club members and renewals are welcomed throughout 

the year. If you didn’t renew by the April 3
rd

 meeting, your 

name was removed from the email list. You can renew at a 

club meeting, or by mail at the club mailing address. 

Due to the 4
th

 of July holiday, there will NOT be a club 

meeting on Tuesday, July 3
rd

. However, there will still be a 

hunt on July 7
th

. 

The weather did not cooperate for the Civil War Trust Park 

Day cleanup at the museum on the original date, so it has 

been moved to Saturday, April 14
th

, 10:00 am. Bring 

shovels, rakes, brooms, etc., gloves, ear and eye protection, 

and wear your club shirt. PLEASE DO NOT PARK ON 

THE LOT as we use the area for the mulching process. You 

will need to park on the county lot further up, or the side 

streets. 

Attendance prizes: Nancy Von Behren – 1891 Seated Dime, 

Jamie Kayser – 1877 Seated Dime, Larry Von Behren – 

antique tin. 

50/50: Mackie Douglas – $69.00. 
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IN THE LOUPE… 

by Dave Steck 

Sometime in 2013, a good friend in Georgia 

mentioned that he’d gotten a metal detector.  

His tales of finding "stuff" piqued my 

interest in the hobby and rekindled a flame 

that had been there for quite a while. This 

seemed like the perfect time to plant the 

seed that a metal detector would make a 

great Christmas present. The suggestion 

worked, and a large box appeared under the 

tree that year.   

I couldn't wait for the weather to break to 

check it out. My first foray was on church 

property where I’d asked for permission to 

detect. The pastor told me "It is easier to get 

forgiveness, than permission!"  He then 

grinned and walked away which I took as a 

“yes”, and began my hunt for treasure.  

Now, I am a collector of pre-InBev 

Anheuser-Busch breweriana and have 

amassed a considerable collection in the past 

forty-two years. It was only fitting that my 

first find was a smashed beer can.   

That said, I did a little research and found a 

site of a slave cabin on the grounds of an old 

plantation. The only thing left was a stone 

hearth and some semblance of a rock 

foundation. Some distance from the cabin 

site I got a promising "ping" on my detector.  

This yielded a rusted metal spill, which was 

totally out of character in the middle of the 

woods. A few minutes later I got a higher 

pitched signal, which yielded an ingot that 

was obviously poured and a "C" shaped 

spill.  After cleaning, it appeared to be silver 

(see photo). Had I stumbled upon a 

blacksmith shop for the plantation?  

 

A friend had access to a lab and had it 

analyzed for me. Yes, it did contain silver, 

but was mostly iron and several unidentified 

metals.  It was no treasure bar, but it did set 

the hook for metal detecting. 

In April 2014, I met Susannah at the Civil 

War Museum and attended one of her 

detecting classes. A few months later I met 

with Brandon Forrest, Jim Hammond, Lee 

Nunnally, Pat Reece, Matt Granicke, John 

Westermayer, and Rob Willett at Susannah’s 

house for a meeting about detecting…and 

that was the humble beginning of the 

Gateway Metal Detecting Club! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The following club members have kindly 

contributed newsletter articles in 2018: 

  Eric Hanewinkel   Ron Prebianca 

  Matt Huntman   Mike Prugger 

  Jack Kountz (2)   Bill Seibel 

  Lee Nunnally   Dave Steck (2) 

Be sure to fill out two entries per article 

for the Volunteer Contest! 
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KEEP CHECKING 

YOUR “TRASH” 

by Lee Nunnally 

I found this knife on a Sunday hunt in early 

March at an old school site. It looked like 

the usual kitchen utensils we usually find. It 

was encased in rust and mud, so I threw it in 

with the trash. 

Later that day I was looking over the trash 

before I threw it away and I discovered that 

the knife had something embossed on the 

blade. I knocked-off the mud and rust and 

saw that the handle was made of lead and 

had some engravings on it, which I could 

not make out.  

 

The handle was very pitted, but the blade 

was like new. It was embossed with, 

“Thomas J. Advertising, Inc.”. After some 

research, I found out that Thomas J. Burrell 

was the founder of modern advertising. He 

was born in 1841 and died in 1914. This was 

starting to get interesting. 

I was in my garage again, and I showed the 

knife to my neighbor, who told me the knife 

was a paring 

knife that used to 

come in a little 

box in laundry 

detergent during 

the 1950’s. I had 

originally 

thought the knife 

was a common 

kitchen knife, 

then a letter 

opener, and now 

it is found to be a 

paring knife. Then I remembered my mom 

getting these types of kitchen aids in laundry 

detergent “way back when”. 

This made me think of the by-gone years 

when the Greatest Generation was buying a 

box of laundry detergent to get these kitchen 

items. Of course I then wondered how the 

knife got to the school site, on the side of the 

front steps. Maybe a show-and-tell item or 

maybe placed there by a worried student 

who didn’t want to take it into the school? 

The moral of this story is, always check 

your trash before you discard it, because it 

may be a find after all, and not trash. This is 

a tip our leader Susannah has preached over 

and over in her classes and to club members, 

and is excellent advice to follow! 

 

 

The Civil War Trust is a nonpartisan, 

nonprofit organization devoted to the 

preservation of America’s hallowed 

battlegrounds. Although primarily focused 

on the protection of Civil War battlefields, 

the Trust also seeks to save the battlefields 

connected to the Revolutionary War and 

War of 1812. Through educational programs 

and heritage tourism initiatives, the Trust 

seeks to inform the public about the vital 

role these battlefields played in determining 

the course of our nation’s history.  

Since 1996, the Civil War Trust has 

sponsored Park Day, an annual hands-on 

preservation event to help battlefields and 

historic sites take on maintenance projects 

large and small. Activities are chosen by 

each participating site to meet their own 

particular needs, and can range from raking 

leaves and hauling trash to painting signs 

and trail buildings. 
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GATEWAY MARCH MYSTERY HUNT 
 

A group of 30 club members enjoyed a wonderful day of 

detecting at a private farm which had hosted crowds of people 

attending a German living history festival since 1982 (sadly, 2017 

was the last year for the festival). Deutsch Country Days 

celebrated the lifestyle of settlers to Missouri in the 1800s.  

 

Bob Hostkoetter of Luxenhaus Farm relocated and preserved 21 

structures from around the area, and hosted the event which 

included costumed interpreters and artisans giving demonstrations 

of cooking apple butter, coiling ropes, hewing logs and more.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top left: Bobby had the find of the day, 

with a 14 karat monocle from the 1800’s, 

per Mike at the Rare Coin Gallery. 

Top middle: Another happy club member! 

Top right: Rich participates in his first  

hunt as a club officer. 

Left: Eric explores the festival grounds. 

Middle: Kathy finds a nice ring and fun 

fidget spinner (right). 

Right: Jim finds a tag from a previous 

Deutsch Country Days festival. 
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METAL DETECTING  

ON THE BEACH 
by Jami Olive, KellyCo Blog 

Summer is coming and the warmer weather is 

perfect for metal detecting on the beach. You 

may have gotten 

into metal 

detecting to find 

old relics and rare 

coins, which you 

won’t likely find 

on the beach, but 

the draw of finding 

lost silver or gold 

jewelry is every bit 

as exciting. 

The following are 

some tips and tricks that will make your beach 

hunting more productive and fun. 

Hunting on Dry Sand 

When you are searching in dry sand, you’ll 

find that it is very much like hunting in very 

sandy soil that is away from the water, except 

that you will find a lot more trash. This means 

that you may have to work a little bit harder, 

and dig some trash, but with some practice 

you will be able to differentiate pieces of foil 

from jewelry based on your detector’s alerts. 

Some of the hot spots in the dry sand are: 

 Towel lines – Typically, people on the 

beach follow each other’s lead and they 

lay their towels down in a line along the 

shore. Look for sections of the “towel 

line” that are empty and search in those 

areas.  

 Areas of activity – The best places to hunt 

are where people are gathered (or were 

gathered). For that reason, it’s a good idea 

to hunt around picnic areas and 

refreshment stands where items may have 

been dropped. If there are beach volleyball 

areas and lifeguard stations, those are great 

sites as well. 

 Shady areas – In the heat of the summer, 

beach goers will look for shade. Hunt in 

areas where piers or large rocks provide 

afternoon shade; people have likely spent 

some time there. 

Hunting in Wet Sand 

As the high tide recedes, you can search closer 

to and in the shallow water areas with wet 

sand. This is a little bit more difficult because 

salt water can cause some fluctuation in 

background conditions. That means that you 

will have to make frequent ground balance 

adjustments or use a multi-frequency detector 

that can automatically ground balance. You 

may want to use a smaller coil for searching in 

the shallow water because you won’t tire out 

so quickly from the drag of the water. Optimal 

hunting areas include: 

 Eroded areas – You want to be able to 

hunt as deeply as possible, so look for 

areas where the water or the wind has 

eroded the beach. 

 Scallops in the sand – Dips that are 

perpendicular to the incoming waves are 

called “scallops” and they are great places 

to hunt. 

 Pockets of shells and debris – Look 

closely at the areas where you see shells or 

other debris collecting. If the water has 

pushed a collection of shells and other 

stuff into a small area, it may have also 

pushed up some good items. 

Things to Remember 

Never forget your metal detecting etiquette. 

When you are hunting on the beach, in wet or 

dry sand, be mindful of the people around you 

and don’t be annoying. Also, keep in mind 

that as you are searching around people, the 

items you find close to the surface may very 

well belong to the people they are near. Be 

respectful and return lost property if you know 

who the owner is. 



Page 7 

FINDS OF THE 

MONTH 
     

Oldest Coin 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marvin G.: 1918 Wheat Penny 

Prize: 1938 Walking Liberty Half Dollar 

 

Most Valuable Coin 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rob W.: 1944 Walking Liberty Half Dollar 

Prize: 1835 3-Cent Nickel 

 

Interesting Artifact 

Bobby L.: 1800’s Ladies Monocle 

Prize: 1864 2-Cent Piece 

 

 

FOM Contest Rules: 

1. Fill out an entry form at the beginning of 

the meeting, and hand it to a member of 

the FOM committee.  

2. Only one entry, per person, is allowed 

(not one entry per category). 

3. Finds must ONLY be from the 

previous month (honor system). 

4. Everyone making a submission will 

receive one point. Category winners will 

receive two points.  

 

Points will be recorded and tallied by the 

FOM committee. At the end of the year, the 

winner will receive a FABULOUS prize. 

 

CHECK YOUR  

PENNIES 
There are a number of valuable U.S. error 

coins and die varieties (any variation in the 

normal design of a given coin, usually caused 

by errors in the preparation or maintenance of 

the coin dies) in circulation today. Check 

your pennies to see if you have one of these: 

1970-S Small Date Lincoln Cent with a 

Doubled Die Obverse 

 
As with all true doubled die varieties, only 

one side of the coin shows doubling. Look 

for doubling in LIB and IN GOD WE 

TRUST.  

Approximate Value: Around $3,000 in EF-

40 or so. 
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Gateway MD Club 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/ 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
If you want an ad in the 

CLASSIFIEDS or HUNT BUDDIES 

sections, please send them through: 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 

Club short- and long-sleeved tee 

shirts and fleece hoodies are 

available in various sizes. Patches 

can be purchased for $2.00. See a 

club officer for more information. 

 

 

 

WHO WE ARE 

We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

 

MEETINGS 

We meet on the first Tuesday of every 

month at: 

 

Missouri Civil War Museum 

222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

 

 

Open to the public 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/
mailto:detectinghistory@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Missouri+Civil+War+Museum/@38.508784,-90.2893017,15.11z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x87d8b7c1dcc93a4f:0xb0e75dd81c12a739

