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President's Corner 

 

By Susannah 

 

Hello fellow dirt fishers! 

Hi ho, hi ho, it's off to hunts we go.... 

This month started off with a service hunt for the Wildwood 

Historical Society. It was a perfect weather day with perfect 

soil conditions. Wish it had been a perfect hunt full of 

goodies, too. But we were there, as it turns out, to back up 

their detectorist who had already thoroughly hunted the site. 

However, as we all know, no site is ever hunted out, and we 

managed to still find some interesting items he missed. See 

the article below for pics of the day. One item not shown was 

probably the best item of the day--an etched razor handle, 

probably from the early 1900s, found by Ed M. We were 

thoroughly scrutinized by two Wildwood officials and an 

archeologist who, at various times, could be found standing 

right above the holes we were digging. Kudos to everyone for 

doing perfect detecting and digging techniques for them. 

June will be our next Mystery Hunt. This one is in Barnhart, 

MO. The owners have requested that we bring trucks, as they 

say the 1/2 mile gravel road is totally unsuitable for cars. Stay 

tuned to the club Calendar tab for more information. 

We got through a lot of business at our last meeting, and one 

of the biggest was the change of venue for our meetings. It 

was voted to now use the 1918 building next to the museum, 

although we will have to put up with the echo-y sound for a 

while. But we can now spread out at tables, and bring in food 

and drink. We can also walk in by using the handicap ramp in 

back, plus the front door, and the place has A/C. Russell B. 

will bring a microphone for the next meeting so those in back 

can hear better. If you want to bring food or drink, feel free. 

Metal detecting classes at the County libraries start on May 

23. Check the Classes tab on our website for info. 

Lastly, keep Nancy von Behren in your thoughts and prayers. 

She fell on her patio and broke her ankle in two places. See 

her In the Loupe article below. 

 

Happy Hunting! 
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2018  CALENDAR 

 
Feb 06: GMDC meeting 

NO HUNT IN FEB 

Mar 06: GMDC meeting 

Mar 10: GMDC hunt 

 Mystery Hunt 
Mar 17: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Apr 03:  GMDC meeting 

Apr 14:  CW Park Day 

May 01: GMDC meeting 

May 05: GMDC hunt 

   Hencken Place 

Mar 26: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Jun 05:  GMDC meeting 

Jun 09:  GMDC hunt 

   Mystery Hunt 

Jun 23: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Jul 03:  NO MEETING  

Jul 07:  GMDC hunt 

  Site TBD 

Jul 28:  Metal Detecting 

  Basics Class 

Aug 07: GMDC meeting 

Aug 11: GMDC hunt 

   Site TBD 

Sep 04:  GMDC meeting 

Sep 08:  GMDC BBQ    

Oct 02:  GMDC meeting 

Oct 06:  GMDC hunt 

  Mystery Hunt 

Nov 06: GMDC meeting 

Nov 10: GMDC hunt 

   Site TBD 

Dec 04:  GMDC holiday 

    party  

 

NO HUNT IN DECEMBER 

NO MTG OR HUNT IN JAN 

 

 

 

Monthly Meeting Notes  

 

Attendance at the May meeting was an impressive 38, both 

club members and 3 guests attending (we hope potential new 

club members!). This was the first meeting to be held in the 

museum’s 1918 building, which is currently being restored. 

The club voted to continue using the building for the monthly 

meetings instead of returning to the theater room of the 

museum.  

Due to the increased cost of coins for the Finds of the Month 

contest and attendance prizes, the club voted to allow people 

to buy additional tickets for the attendance prizes at $1.00 

per ticket. Each club member will still receive one free ticket 

for attending the meeting. 

We are looking for a presentation, demonstration, or other 

detecting-related topic for the August, October, and 

November meetings. Please see a club officer if you’d like to 

volunteer.  

Rich reports that the Civil War Museum fund has received 

$122.00 to date in donations from the club. Pennies for 

Poverty has received $213.00. 

As a note about checks written to the club, -- it may be a 

while (over a month) until they are cashed.  

As a reminder, slips for the Volunteer Contest should only be 

submitted after an activity has occurred. For instance, if 

you’ve provided a hunt site for the club, be sure to submit 

your slips after we’ve held the hunt. 

Susannah will send out an email the night before our club 

meetings or hunts should there be any last-minute changes or 

cancellations. So be sure to check your email boxes! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance prizes: Julie Wheatley – 1881 3-Cent Coin,  

Jim Gansner – 1860 Seated Half Dollar, Karen Siegel – 

1864 2-Cent Coin. 

50/50: Ed Meyer – $53.00. 
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IN THE LOUPE… 

By Nancy Von Behren 

Hello! I’m Nancy Carolyn (Terry) Von 

Behren, born and raised in St. Louis, MO. 

My Terry family was in St. Louis in 1830.  I 

graduated from Lindberg High School, 

attended St. Louis College at Meramec. 

BEST FIND was 

at my church 

where I found and 

kept a man named 

Larry Leslie Von 

Behren, and we’ve 

now been married 

56 years. We have 

one son, three 

granddaughters, 

and one grandson. 

We’ve traveled 

throughout the 

U.S., missing only the state of Hawaii. The 

most memorable trip out of the country was 

a twenty-nine day tour of China, including 

Tibet.  

I’ve worked in customer service (as a 

beautician); inside sales (Whirlpool Corp., 

NazDar); outside sales as Distributor 

Representative (Quasar Electronics, 

O’Keefe & Merritt Appliances), and retired 

in 2000. 

I’m interested in photography, and I belong 

to the St. Louis Camera Club, where I serve 

on the board, have given programs, and 

judged many contests. 

I began working on genealogy in 2004, 

when I researched my ancestors from the 

Revolutionary War. I found that my Third 

great grandfather, Gideon Terry, not only 

fought but he wintered at Valley Forge. 

With this information, I joined the 

Daughters of the American Revolution 

(DAR). I belong to the St. Louis-Jefferson 

chapter, which is the oldest DAR chapter in 

St. Louis, and second oldest in the state. I 

have held the positions of Regent, Vice 

Regent, and am now the 2nd Vice Regent. I 

was eligible to join the Society of 

Washington Army at Valley Forge, where I 

currently hold the positions of Adjutant and 

Deputy Adjutant.  

I was very interested in my German 

heritage, and joined the German Special 

Interest Group, where I served on the 

Steering Committee for nine years, teaching, 

giving programs and heading the Hessen 

Cluster, and co-headed the Alsace Lorraine 

Cluster. Another lady researcher and I began 

a new group - Germans in St. Louis 

Research Group - some five year ago, where 

I give programs, help teach individuals how 

to research, and how to find their ancestral 

homes in the U.S. and in Germany. 

I took a class in a cemetery on how to repair 

headstones, some small and some large. 

We’ve had to locate graves many times. The 

teacher, proficient at repair, used divining 

rods or 

dowsing rods 

to locate the 

body’s head, 

so we could 

place the 

tombstone 

correctly. I asked if I could try and was 

successful in locating several graves, (the 

gentleman checked me). “Kinda” like metal 

detecting. Really interesting!!    

As you can see I love history and genealogy, 

and this is all a part of the research you need 

to do after you find an item when metal 

detecting…so it all fits together. I can do 

this with my husband, and that is why when 

Larry began coming to the GMDC I began 

to tag along and then joined in 2016. I’m 

still learning, and have taken Susannah’s 

class, and gone on Mystery Hunts. I hope to 

find something old, but not necessarily 

valuable. With having farmers, plus Civil 

War and Revolutionary War ancestors in my 

background, a tool or a button (preferably in 

great condition), would make me very 

happy!    
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RED GOOSE SHOES 

by Susannah K. 

“Half the Fun of Having Feet” 

Did you know that throughout most of the 

19th and 20th centuries St. Louis was the 

center of the 

American shoe 

industry? 

Battling for 

dominance, 

major shoe 

companies vied 

for consumers 

with promotions, 

contests, and 

giveaways. One such giveaway was the Red 

Goose Shoes token shown here. 

The Red Goose Shoe company began life in 

1869 as the Gieseke-D’Oench-Hayes 

company, quite a mouthful, and too long and 

boring from an advertising standpoint. 

Supposedly, Gieseke was German slang for 

“goose” and people began calling them 

“goose” shoes. The company incorporated a 

white goose into their signage. Legend has it 

that during the 1904 World’s Fair, bored 

stock boys began painting the white goose  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

stamped on shipping crates with red dye. 

One of the owners walked by, saw what they 

had done, and thought that was pretty nifty 

visually. So the white goose became red and 

the entire company name was changed 

officially in 1906 to Red Goose Shoes. 

In the early part of the 20th century, parents 

wanted totally durable shoes for their 

children that would last about a year, or 

could be passed down to the next child. So 

the major three children’s shoe companies, 

Buster Brown, Red Goose Shoes, and Poll 

Parrot, sold almost identical thick, clunky, 

serviceable shoes with very little aesthetic 

design. Then how could one company gain 

an advantage? By tempting young 

consumers with promotions and giveaways. 

Among other things, Buster Brown gave out 

copies of their comic books which 

showcased the adventures of Buster Brown 

and his dog Tige, which were very popular 

with boys. Poll Parrot tried Frozen Charlotte 

“penny dolls”, metal clickers, and cardboard 

snap guns (the gun was folded with a paper 

inside. When the side of the gun was jerked, 

the paper  

“snapped”).  

But Red Goose  

shoes were  

remembered by  

having the best  

visual  

promotion—a  

large, cast iron,  

fire-red,  

mechanical  

goose in the  

store. Pull  

down its head  

and it laid a golden egg right in front of you. 

This egg was filled with trinkets, tokens, 

toys, or other prizes. 

With the advent of Keds—slim, flexible, and 

fun sneakers—kids began clamoring for a 

change in footwear, and gradually the three 

companies faded from sight into a tangle of 

takeovers and mergers. But for those of us 

who grew up waiting with beating heart for 

that golden egg to drop, finding a Red 

Goose token takes us right back to our 

childhoods. 
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Civil War Trust Park Day 
 

A group of 22 club members participated in the annual Civil War 

Trust Park Day, where we joined other volunteer groups at the 

MO Civil War Museum in cleaning up and mulching the museum 

grounds, and other maintenance tasks. A special thanks to 

Howard Hesketh for bringing a front loader, which made the 

mulching process so much faster and easier! 
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METAL DETECTING  

GLOSSARY 
We’ve heard all kinds of 

terms related to metal 

detecting, but what the heck 

do they mean?  

Let’s find out! 

 

 Discrimination and Notching: 

Discrimination is a detector's ability to 

exclude certain objects -- 

usually trash -- to make it 

easier to find other 

metals. Since metal 

detectors spot objects 

based on their 

conductivity, and trashy 

objects tend to be lower 

on that scale, you can 

increase your 

discrimination setting on 

a detector to ignore 

everything below a given threshold. 

Discrimination tends to go hand-in-hand with 

notching, which isolates and filters out 

specific parts of the scale instead of 

disregarding everything below the 

discrimination line. You might, for example, 

notch out pull-tabs while leaving everything 

above and below those pull-tabs on the scale. 

 Ground Balance: Different kinds of 

soil are packed with different levels of natural 

mineralization, and mineralization can throw 

off a detector, causing it to beep and stutter 

erratically. To combat this, some detectors 

feature either automatic or manual ground 

balancing, which takes into account the level 

of mineralization in the soil you're scanning 

and filters it out. Detectors with automatic 

ground balancing do this constantly. Manual 

ground balancing requires you to change 

certain settings every so often, but it gives you 

a lot more control over your device. Detectors 

with fixed ground balancing are factory-preset 

to certain levels of mineralization; if you want 

to deal with difficult soil, you'll need to rely 

on the sensitivity knob. 

 Sensitivity:  Sensitivity is a simple 

setting or knob on most detectors that allows 

you to ratchet up or down the degree to which 

it reacts to objects in its magnetic field. At 

their highest sensitivity settings, most 

detectors will erratically sputter from all the 

mineralization in the ground, regardless of 

their ground balance settings. For detectors 

with fixed ground balance, sensitivity is the 

only control you have over how the device 

reacts to mineralization. 

For detectors with 

automatic or manual 

ground balance, 

sensitivity settings can 

give you that extra edge 

of control when you 

start picking up odd 

signals. 

 Target ID: The 

best friend of novices 

and veteran hobbyists alike, target ID is a 

feature that flashes your detector's best guess 

for what's under the ground on its screen. On 

some detectors, the ID is a simple number that 

reflects an object's conductivity on a scale of 

1-99. With practice, you can learn that foil and 

gold show up under one range, zinc pennies 

show up under another range, and so on.  

Target ID can save you time if you're coin 

shooting or hunting for relics, but if you're 

interested in finding valuables like gold rings 

or lost jewelry objects that appear in the same 

ranges as foil, iron nails, and pull-tabs, you’ll 

need to dig up everything, regardless of 

what your display screen tells you.  

For this reason alone, many veteran 

detectorists prefer to ignore their target IDs, so 

that they aren't swayed away from digging up 

true treasure. 

Source: Dan Tennant, 10 Top Ten Reviews 
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FINDS OF THE 

MONTH 
     

Oldest Coin 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat R.: 18xx Braided Hair Large Cent 

Prize: 1859 Seated Liberty Half Dollar 

 

Most Valuable Coin 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Q.: 1937D Washington Quarter 

Prize: 1881 3-Cent Coin 

 

Interesting Artifact 

Lee N.: 1930’s Silver Tiffany’s Baby Cup 

Prize: 1864 2-Cent Coin 

FOM Contest Rules: 

1. Fill out an entry form at the beginning of 

the meeting, and hand it to a member of 

the FOM committee.  

2. Only one entry, per person, is allowed 

(not one entry per category). 

3. Finds must ONLY be from the 

previous month (honor system). 

4. Everyone making a submission will 

receive one point. Category winners will 

receive two points.  

 

Points will be recorded and tallied by the 

FOM committee. At the end of the year, the 

winner will receive a FABULOUS prize. 

 

CAT ACTIVITY 
The Community Assistance Team (CAT) 

was successful in finding a neodymium 

(rare-earth magnet) pin back for a student at 

the Washington University Campus. Julie 

Wheatley heeded the call when James T. 

contacted our club for assistance.  

According to Julie, James was very happy 

and interested in our club after she gave him 

a business card. 
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A group of 20 club members participated in the May Group Hunt at the Wildwood Historical 

Society. Our mission was to find relics that would be displayed in the Hencken Place museum. 

We used the Genevieve Method, and found a variety of items on the grounds.

Left: Julie finds a carburetor float in the creek. 

Center above: Howard is disappointed with the 

Memorial penny he finds at the bottom of the hole. 

Right: Kathy finds another interesting button. 

Bottom: Susannah’s fire poker. 
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Gateway MD Club 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/ 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
If you want an ad in the 

CLASSIFIEDS or HUNT BUDDIES 

sections, please send them through: 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 

Club short- and long-sleeved tee 

shirts and fleece hoodies are 

available in various sizes. $15 tee, 

$20 long sl, $25 hoodie. See a club 

officer for more information. 

 

 

 

WHO WE ARE 
We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

MEETINGS 
We meet on the first Tuesday of  

every month at: 

Missouri Civil War Museum 

222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

 

 

Open to the public 
 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/
mailto:detectinghistory@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Missouri+Civil+War+Museum/@38.508784,-90.2893017,15.11z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x87d8b7c1dcc93a4f:0xb0e75dd81c12a739

