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President's Corner 

 

By Susannah 

 

Hello fellow dirt fishers! 

Well, it's been a dry spell outside, and it's been a dry spell for 

me for detecting rings lately. I'm sure you've all gone through 

the same type of situation for items you just can't seem to 

find. Some of these dry periods have lasted throughout my 

detecting career. For instance, with all the types of coins I've 

found, I have NEVER found a simple Indian head penny! I've 

always been ashamed to admit it, too. But as I've gone 

through the years detecting, I came to the realization that it's 

good that we don't always find every single thing on our 

"bucket list". Why? Because where's the joy of discovering an 

item of which you had never heard? I have an extremely tiny 

matrix seal that I just love to death and would never part with. 

I had never known such a thing could exist, which just made 

it a perfect find. Nowadays I don't worry about dry spells 

anymore (well, not too much--let's be honest here!). If I can't 

find one thing, I'll surely find another. Did I find a ring on this 

month's club hunt? Yes, I was fortunate to find a very pretty 

one, although it wasn't worth much. So maybe that dratted 

Indian head penny will show up next time. Who knows? I 

sure hope so. Then I can move on to that first gold coin--nope, 

never found one of those either! 

And speaking of gold coins, we will again have a gold coin 

raffled off at the BBQ to raise money for the club. You can 

begin buying chances, $5/ticket, at the August and September 

meetings. Our treasurer Rich will be picking out a good one 

for us, worth at least $150, so get your money ready! We will 

have last year's winner Rob Willett pull the winning ticket. 

Good luck! 

For those of you who were asking, the next Metal Detecting 

Basics class will be July 28 at Eureka Hills Library. See more 

info under the "Classes" tab on the website. This will be the 

last in the series given for the STL County Library for this 

year. However, if I get enough more people asking to take it, I 

will resume giving them at my home in later months. 

 

Happy Hunting! 

 

 



Page 2 

2018  CALENDAR 

 
Feb 06: GMDC meeting 

NO HUNT IN FEB 

Mar 06: GMDC meeting 

Mar 10: GMDC hunt 

 Mystery Hunt 
Mar 17: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Apr 03:  GMDC meeting 

Apr 14:  CW Park Day 

May 01: GMDC meeting 

May 05: GMDC hunt 

   Hencken Place 

Mar 26: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Jun 05:  GMDC meeting 

Jun 09:  Cancelled 

Jun 23: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Jul 03:  NO MEETING  

Jul 07:  GMDC hunt 

  Francis Park 

Jul 28:  Metal Detecting 

  Basics Class 

Aug 07: GMDC meeting 

Aug 11: GMDC hunt 

   Site TBD 

Sep 04:  GMDC meeting 

Sep 08:  GMDC BBQ    

Sep 15:  GMDC hunt 

  Mystery Hunt 

Oct 02:  GMDC meeting 

Oct 06:  GMDC hunt 

  Mystery Hunt 

Nov 06: GMDC meeting 

Nov 10: GMDC hunt 

   Site TBD 

Dec 04:  GMDC holiday 

    party  

 

NO HUNT IN DECEMBER 

NO MTG OR HUNT IN JAN 

   

 

 

 

 

Monthly Meeting Notes  

 

Due to the increased cost of coins for the Finds of the Month 

contest and attendance prizes, the club voted to allow people 

to buy additional tickets for the attendance prizes at $1.00 

per ticket. Each club member will still receive one free ticket 

for attending the meeting. This change resulted in an 

additional $32.00 for attendance prizes in the first month!  

The club voted that our CAT team should go no further out 

than one hour from the museum for a lost item call.  

The August presentation will be about the history of the 

penny press from Nina McDonald. She will bring her 

collection of World’s Fair pressed pennies and talk about the 

history of these machines and the thousands of types available 

nationwide. 

We are looking for a presentation, demonstration, or other 

detecting-related topic for the October and November 

meetings. Please see a club officer if you’d like to volunteer.  

Rich reports that the Civil War Museum fund has received 

$122.00 to date in donations from the club. Pennies for 

Poverty has received $316.77. 

The Volunteer Contest runs from September to September, so 

if you do any volunteer activities after this September, your 

entries will go into the new contest.  

Remember to put your Volunteer Contest slips in the box on 

the info table at the September meeting to ensure you’re 

eligible for the prize drawing at the club picnic. But only if 

you have completed the activity, please! Here is the list of 

eligible activities and entry slips: 

 Civil War hunt site – 5 entries 

 Viable club hunt site – 4 entries 

 Club presentation – 3 entries 

 Published club newsletter article – 2 entries 

 All other volunteering: donating items, being on the 

Community Assistance Team (CAT), volunteering for 

club activities like the Ste. Genevieve booth, taking a 

metal detecting class, etc. -- 1 entry 
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KEEPSAKE 

TREASURES 

By Kathy Hesketh 

As I mentioned in a previous newsletter 

story, my metal detecting digging days as a 

child ended when I found the base of the 

privy.  However, prior to that, my dad’s 

metal detector and shovel were greatly used. 

Mostly by me, I suspect! 

The old house I grew up in used to have a 

coal furnace. The previous owners from 

years gone by 

would just go to 

the back door 

and throw the 

ashes and 

clinkers, along 

with trash, out 

in the back 

yard. The back 

corner of the 

yard where 

many 

“treasures" 

were located, 

was overgrown 

with weeds 

when my 

parents and I moved to the house.  

After Dad cleared put most of the 

overgrowth, it meant good pickings, as no 

one had been there in years. I still have a 

few of the items I discovered: a badly bent 

silver-plated table spoon, two claw feet with 

marbles, and an auto license from 1913 

(though pretty corroded). One of the special 

“trinkets” that I found was an old powder or 

compact box. It looked like it had a mirror in 

the lid, and had been attached to a chain at 

some point. I also 

remember finding an old 

broken clay smoking pipe, 

but no longer have that. Of 

course, I also dug bottles.  I 

suspect that the people who 

had lived in the house 

before our family had 

digestive issues since I 

discovered several MOM 

(Milk of Magnesia) bottles! 

Because the 

house had an 

addition (from 

about 1910), I 

wanted to hunt 

near what used 

to be the back 

door.  I had to 

crawl under the 

house on dirt, 

but I made 

it.  These people 

liked peaches! I 

found many 

peach pits as 

well as many 

old bottles.  I don’t recall if I actually took 

the metal detector with me or not.  My mom 

was holding a 

fluorescent light so I 

could see, and I think 

her patience ran out. 

Anyway, the old 

house was a great 

place to live and 

grow up.  It gave me 

lots of memories as 

well as old treasures.  
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FAMILY BBQ - SATURDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 8
TH

 

Our Family BBQ will be held Saturday, September 

8
th

 from10am-2pm. Reservations are required, and 

the cost is $8 per person. You can make 

reservations and pay for the event at the August and 

September club meetings. We are meeting at the 

same place as last year--the General Atkinson 

pavilion in Jefferson Barracks Park.  

We had a LOT of fun last year. If you would like to 

bring a prized car (old or new--and no, not a 

Matchbox one!) to show off for other members to enjoy, we will include that in the fun. The club 

provides the meat, buns, and water. There will be signup sheets for side dishes and desserts for club 

members to bring at the August and September meetings. If you have any detecting-related items to 

donate, please bring them to the August meeting and submit a volunteer slip for our contest. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO: 

 Donate detecting-related prizes 

 Serve as game hosts 

 Setup and takedown picnic area 

 

 

******************************************************************************** 

RAFFLE! RAFFLE! 

We’re featuring another great raffle this year, with the drawing being held at the club picnic. Tickets 

will be sold at the club meeting and at the picnic. You can still participate even if you can’t 

attend…just be sure to write your name on your raffle tickets! 

 

Bring the whole family and introduce  

them to our fellow detectorists! 

Raffle:  

American Gold Coin!  

(1/10 oz.) 

$5.00 per ticket 
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Coin Counter Finds! 
By Rich Bereswill 

Every time I go past a coin counter machine, I 

always check the reject slot. I will sometimes 

find a token, or a foreign coin, but this time I 

found one token, one buffalo nickel, two steel 

wheat pennies, and 98 wheat pennies. 

Yes, a dollar in wheat pennies.  

 

(From Pat: I decided to 

try this out and on my 

first visit, I found a 

Canadian quarter. On 

the second visit, I found 

a shield penny. Beat the 

heat this summer, and 

hunt the CoinStars!) 

Panama City Adventures  
By Matt Granicke 

This year for vacation I was able to visit Panama 

City, Florida and metal detect on the beaches 

almost every day. At the last minute I tried to 

make my own small sand scoop. It looked good at 

home, but on the beach it was too small to be of 

any use. It was quicker using the pinpointer and 

my hands to recover stuff.  

To keep my detector safe, I disassembled it 

and put it into a Dewalt toolbox. Everything 

fit except the headphones. I used a towel for 

padding and to keep things from moving. 

This would also be the second time using 

my new Garrett "carrot", the first time being 

at a 1849 home!  

 

For my finds pouch I used a mesh bag I got as a 

freebie from KellyCo. This week I also got to 

try out my new vest. It worked really well. I 

didn't even get hot in it with temperatures up 

into the 90s.  

My top three finds for the 

week were a 1948 wheat 

penny recently dropped, a 

Hot Wheels truck, and 

fishing weights. But the 

coolest thing I found that 

wasn't mine was a man’s 

IPhone.  

Around four ‘o’clock one day, a guy came 

up to me and said, “Hey science guy, I lost 

my IPhone, can you help me find it?” I 

gladly accepted his challenge. He told me 

exactly where he was sitting when someone 

had come to collect his rental chair. “It must 

have fallen out of my pocket when I got up 

quickly,” he said to me. He was looking for 
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it all day, trying to call it but with no luck. 

He pointed exactly where he was sitting. I 

swung over the spot and got a solid 84 

signal with my AT Pro. I reached down and 

pulled up what I believe was an IPhone 7. 

He was so excited and offered to buy me a 

drink.  

 

I had hopes of finding stuff in the surf, but I 

had no luck. It's really hard to swing in 

water--even just shallow water. I did find a 

pull tab underwater. 

 

I enjoyed talking to people who were asking 

what I was doing. Some offered me water 

and even a potato! I ran into three fellow 

hunters. The first was a newbie with a 

Bounty Hunter. I told him some tips. The 

second was a guy at my hotel pool that had 

seen me hunting that day. He also uses an 

AT PRO. He told me he always buys 

secondhand metal detectors at garage sales 

to try and get kids into the hobby. He is a 

member of the Southeast Treasure Hunters 

club. Check them out on Facebook.  

Lastly I met an older man early in the 

morning on my last day. He hoped to find a 

ring.  

HUNTING OLD PARKS 
By Rich Bereswill 

I recently hunted a park I’d played in when I 

was 3-7 years old. The park dates me back 

to the mid 1960's. I remember being there 

with my mom and seeing an older 

gentleman with a metal detector hunting the 

sidewalk. As I watched him, he dug up a 

coin which was an 1892 half dollar. I 

thought to myself, some day I want to have a 

metal detector.  

I recently went back to that park for a hunt. 

At first I was finding a lot of junk and fired 

bullets. As I scoped the park out, I realized 

there seemed to be a lot less trees than when 

I was a kid. I also noticed divots, or sunken 

spots, where trees once stood. I picked one 

out that had some water in it, and went 

around it with my detector. I got a signal and 

dug it. It turned out to be a 1902 Indian head 

penny. Right next to it was an 1918 penny! 

So while hunting old parks look for spots 

where trees once stood.
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Gateway July Group Hunt 
 

Eighteen club members enjoyed a cooler summer day to participate in the July Group Hunt at 

Francis Park. There were some good finds, including a couple of “sparklers”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.  

Top left: A young visitor, Vivien, finds her first two pennies. 

Top middle: Julie helps clean trash and scores a silver necklace. 

Top right: Susannah is all smiles with the beautiful ring she found. 

Left: Ron has high hopes! 

Middle: Rich finds a sparkler, and Pat finds a Mexican coin. 

Lower: Rob finds a $4 hoard of US and Canadian coins. 

Right: Kathy brings her dog and enjoys socializing with everyone. 
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Gateway MD Club 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/ 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
If you want an ad in the 

CLASSIFIEDS or HUNT BUDDIES 

sections, please send them through: 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 

Club short- and long-sleeved tee 

shirts and fleece hoodies are 

available in various sizes. $15 tee, 

$20 long sleeve, $25 hoodie. See a 

club officer for more information. 

 

 

 

WHO WE ARE 
We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

MEETINGS 
We meet on the first Tuesday of  

every month at: 

Missouri Civil War Museum 

(next door at 1918 bldg) 

222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

 

 

Open to the public 

 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/
mailto:detectinghistory@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Missouri+Civil+War+Museum/@38.508784,-90.2893017,15.11z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x87d8b7c1dcc93a4f:0xb0e75dd81c12a739

