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“Can you dig it? We can!” 
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President's Corner 

 

By Susannah 

 

Hello fellow dirt fishers! 

There are some things that go on behind the scenes that your 

officers field on a weekly or monthly basis. One of these is 

our Community Assistance Team (CAT) callouts. Out of any 

5 or so emails asking for our help, at least 1 or 2 never call 

back when I contact them, 1 or 2 find it themselves right after 

they get in touch with us, and maybe 1 will be a legitimate 

callout. Read all about just one of our recent successful finds 

in the article down below. 

Our V.P. Mackie will be running the September meeting as I 

will not be back from Ireland. Please be considerate and not 

talk while he is announcing things so that everyone in the 

room can hear and we can minimize those dang echoes. 

Our secretary Pat has been begging for In the Loupe articles, 

but has not received any, and is now threatening to block any 

laggard into a corner and not let him or her go until they 

promise to write an article. If I were you, I would scribble a 

couple of paragraphs about how you got started in detecting, 

or the troubles you have in detecting, or just about anything to 

do with you and detecting at all, because she will be ready to 

pounce at the next meeting. Just sayin' !!!  

I would like to hear some ideas for new presentations. In the 

past we have had topics ranging from how to make 

homemade detecting equipment, detecting the steamboat 

Arabia, finding gold out west, converting headphones to 

wireless, history of beer cans, and more--all given by 

members. Perhaps in the future we could have someone talk 

about Indian artifacts, marbles, dowsing, history of tavern 

tokens, underwater finds, or any other interesting subject that 

tickles your fancy in detecting. Did you find it? Tell us about 

it and a little history! Nothing has to be elaborate unless you 

like to do so--we've had both kinds of presentations, and have  

loved them both ways.  

And if you are too shy to stand up there, well then just make it 

into an article and we will print it. You win either way with 

slips in our volunteer contest. October and November are still 

open, so please start writing those ideas down! 

 

Happy Hunting! 
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2018  CALENDAR 

 
Feb 06: GMDC meeting 

NO HUNT IN FEB 

Mar 06: GMDC meeting 

Mar 10: GMDC hunt 

 Mystery Hunt 
Mar 17: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Apr 03:  GMDC meeting 

Apr 14:  CW Park Day 

May 01: GMDC meeting 

May 05: GMDC hunt 

   Hencken Place 

Mar 26: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Jun 05:  GMDC meeting 

Jun 09:  Cancelled 

Jun 23: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Jul 03:  NO MEETING  

Jul 07:  GMDC hunt 

  Francis Park 

Jul 28:  Metal Detecting 

  Basics Class 

Aug 07: GMDC meeting 

Aug 11: GMDC hunt 

   Greensfelder Park 

Sep 04:  GMDC meeting 

Sep 08:  GMDC BBQ    

Sep 15:  GMDC hunt 

  Mystery Hunt 

Oct 02:  GMDC meeting 

Oct 06:  GMDC hunt 

  Mystery Hunt 

Nov 06: GMDC meeting 

Nov 10: GMDC hunt 

   Site TBD 

Dec 04:  GMDC holiday 

    party  

 

NO HUNT IN DECEMBER 

NO MTG OR HUNT IN JAN 

   

 

 

 

Monthly Meeting Notes  

 

Attendance at the August meeting was an impressive 43, and 

we welcomed new members John G. Kamp and John D. 

Kamp (father and son!), Larry Sievers, and Casie Spencer. 

We have a new procedure for the board nomination and 

voting process. Nominations for positions will be held in 

October, voting will occur in November, and the election 

results will be announced at the December meeting. Positions 

are held for two years. This year the Vice President and 

Secretary positions are up for election. Help your club to 

stay fabulous by taking the time to nominate someone 

(including yourself) for these positions! 

A question was raised about a Finds of the Month (FOM) 

entry being made with a picture. After discussion and a vote, 

it was decided that the only time a picture is acceptable is if 

you use the Genevieve Method and the property owner keeps 

the item you would have submitted for the contest. Since this 

occasion is extremely rare, no problems are anticipated. 

V.P. Mackie will be running the September club meeting due 

to Susannah’s trip to Ireland. The theme will be "Bring Your 

Detector, Best Finds, and Tower Tee Finds." People had 

expressed interest in seeing all that was found at Tower Tee, 

so we will put the finds together for a club exhibit that night. 

On September 15
th

, our club hunt will be a Mystery Hunt 

which will require everyone to sign a waiver. We will meet in 

the parking lot at Eureka High School at 8:30, and leave at 

8:45. Our club hunt in October will also be a Mystery Hunt, 

located near Rolla. Susannah will send out an email the night 

before our club meetings or hunts should there be any last-

minute changes or cancellations. So be sure to check your 

email boxes! 

The Volunteer Contest runs from September to September, so 

if you do any volunteer activities after this September, your 

entries will go into the new contest.  

 

 

 

 

  

Attendance prizes: Julie Wheatley – 1900 silver half 

dollar, Mike Prugger – 1866 2-cent coin, Eric Hanewinkel 

– 1867 3-cent coin (trime). 

50/50: Lee Nunnally – $46.00. 
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IN THE LOUPE… 

By Russ Bowman 

In the fall of 2017, I had the good fortune of 

meeting Lee Nunnally of the Gateway Metal 

Detecting Club (GMDC). Shortly thereafter, 

he invited me to 

go detecting with 

him. Thus a good 

friendship and a 

good hobby 

began. He also 

invited me to a 

club meeting, 

which I joined 

that same 

evening. 

Metal detecting intrigued me so much that 

without any knowledge at all, I ordered a 

bundle with a detector and pinpointer. 

Neither were very good, but I did manage to 

find a few coins with Lee showing me some 

of the finer points of detecting.   

Lee then introduced me to Tom and 

Marvin. Even with my lousy gear, they 

were able to teach me a lot about 

detecting. Those three men are 

amazingly knowledgeable, but they 

loved poking fun at my equipment. 

Honestly, I was getting frustrated with 

my gear. One day at Tower Tee in 

December, and after a few frustrating 

hours of digging, they started in on my 

detecting gear again. I asked them what 

I should get, and they suggested the 

Garrett 250, 300, or 400. I left Tower 

Tee and went straight up to Crestwood 

Jewelry and got the Ace 400 and a 

pinpointer. 

Wow...what a difference! I went back 

to Tower Tee and was finding coins and 

tokens in a very short time. Lee, Tom, 

and Marvin, with their experience, 

added to my mastery of the Ace 400 in 

a short period of time! I'm still learning 

from these three friends.  

What all this comes down to is: 1) I made 

three great friends. 2) In less than a year, I'm 

getting good at detecting. 3) This is a great 

hobby. 

I started out with a "piece of junk" detector, 

then moved up to the Ace 400. Recently I 

obtained a Nokta Impact with three coils and 

lots of extras. It will take a little longer to 

master it, but I'm 

sure with my 

friends' help I will.  

The most important 

part of this story is 

the people I've met, 

the friendships that 

have developed, and 

the awesome hobby 

of detecting. A 

special thanks to 

Lee, Marvin, and Tom. Everyone has been 

great to be around...Pat, Kathy, Rick, and 

Julie. Thanks all!  

 

  Concept by Susannah, drawing by Ron Prebianca  
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FAMILY BBQ - SATURDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 8
TH

 

Our Family BBQ will be held Saturday, September 

8
th

 from10am-2pm. Reservations are required, and 

the cost is $8 per person. You can make 

reservations and pay for the event at the August and 

September club meetings. We are meeting at the 

same place as last year--the General Atkinson 

pavilion in Jefferson Barracks Park.  

We had a LOT of fun last year. If you would like to 

bring a prized car (old or new--and no, not a 

Matchbox one!) to show off for other members to enjoy, we will include that in the fun. The club 

provides the meat, buns, and water. There will be signup sheets for side dishes and desserts for club 

members to bring at the September meeting.  

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO: 

 Help with set up 

 Serve as game hosts 

 Help with clean up 

 Bring your interesting cars (see if you can outdo Devil, 

Angel, and Lucifer from last year!) 

 

 

******************************************************************************** 

RAFFLE! RAFFLE! 

We’re featuring another great raffle this year, with the drawing being held at the club picnic. Tickets 

will be sold at the club meeting and at the picnic. You can still participate even if you can’t 

attend…just be sure to write your name on your raffle tickets! 

 

Bring the whole family and introduce  

them to our fellow detectorists! 

Raffle:  

$150 American Gold Coin!  

(1/10 oz.) 

$5.00 per ticket 
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ANOTHER C.A.T. 

SUCCESS STORY! 
By Ron Prebianca 

"Michael P., the homeowner, lost his white 

gold wedding ring in his backyard while 

doing yard work. He contacted our CAT 

team for help. It was about one week before 

we were able to schedule a meeting for me 

to help search for it. The young man and his 

wife had moved here from New Jersey about 

eight months ago when he was offered a job 

with the St. Louis Blues in their Analytics 

Department.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When I arrived we chatted for a few minutes 

as I was getting the detecting equipment out 

of my car, and then we moved to his 

backyard where he believed he had lost his 

ring. To my surprise, he had mowed a strip 

of grass very, very short that was about 8 ft. 

by 25 ft. because he thought that it would 

allow him to see the ring in the area he felt 

he’d likely lost it. He had searched the area 

for a few hours without success and even 

tried to find somewhere to rent a detector 

before he came across our website. My 

biggest fear was that the mower may have 

damaged the ring or thrown it about 

anywhere like a small rock. 

I set up my Garrett AT Pro to discriminate 

everything up to 40 and over 80 with the 

sensitivity down a few notches. I was also 

using my small 5 x 8 coil. At this point I had 

Michael assist me by handing him my 

Garrett Pro-Pointer AT. The method we 

used was if I detected a promising signal, 

Michael would use the Pro-Pointer to see if 

it was close to the surface and worth 

searching further. I didn't use headphones so 

that he would be able to hear the signals 

from my detector. 

I chose to start at the end of the mowed strip 

closest to his back door and patio. The first 

signal I came across 

rang up very high 

and was obviously 

some large metal 

object. The second 

signal was a low 

grunting noise that I 

ignored. Then the 

third signal came in at 54 and I told Michael 

that it was very promising. I showed him 

how to turn on the Pro-Pointer and he knelt 

down and got a strong surface signal. He 

scratched away the grass with his finger and 

there was his ring. Needless to say, the grin 

on his face couldn't have been any larger. 

The actual detecting time was less than five 

minutes which is much less than the time it 

took me to tell about it."  

Way to go Ron! Another success for the 

CAT, and I’m sure we can all learn 

something from your hunting approach! 

  Newsletter Trivia! 

One of the games at the Family BBQ 

will be a trivia game based on past 

newsletters. All past issues are 

accessible from the GMDC website 

under the Newsletter tab.  

Now’s the time to  

start cramming for  

that fabulous game  

prize! 
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INTERESTING FIND 
By Jim Hammond 

Early morning on August 1, 2018, Susannah 

asked me if I would like to go detecting. We 

went to a county park near me and I found 

something about six inches deep with a 

Fisher F75. At first I wasn’t sure what it was 

but thanks to the internet, I found out it is a 

Missouri chauffeur’s badge.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I included a picture from the internet on the 

right since the one I found is a little crusty. 

The back says "S.G. Adams". This was an 

exciting find for me since I mostly find clad. 

Here’s what I learned about chauffeur’s 

badges while researching my find:  

"Beginning in the early 20th century, 

qualified drivers for taxi cabs or other paid 

car services were issued a small metal 

license called a chauffeur badge. The word 

“chauffeur” comes from the French word for 

“stoker,” since the earliest automobiles 

utilized steam-powered engines, requiring 

the driver to stoke the coal fire during the 

engine's operation. Though associated with 

luxury vehicles today, chauffeur licenses 

were required for all paid-passenger vehicle 

drivers, whether they were behind the wheel 

of a sleek limousine or a bulky city bus.  

In 1903, New York became the first state to 

issue a motor vehicle license for chauffeurs; 

also known as “public hacks.” Pinned to a 

coat or hat, these metal badges provided an 

easy way for drivers to display their 

certification while operating their vehicle. 

While some badges were designed in the 

form of a state or a decorative crest, many 

were simply oval or shield-shaped affairs. 

Most chauffeur licenses indicated the date of 

issue, the state certified, and the driver’s 

specific identification number.  

By the early 1950s, paper licenses had 

replaced badges, which were more 

expensive to produce. The rarest, most 

collectible chauffeur badges come from 

smaller states with fewer taxi operators, 

rather than those with metropolitan hubs like 

New York or California." 

"S.G. Adams was founded in St. Louis as an 

office supply business in 1875 by Samuel G. 

Adams. Adams became the first 

manufacturer of license plates for buggies 

and later, automobiles. When the license 

plate business took off, it was Adams who 

approached federal prisons and asked them 

to allow inmates to make plates for him, 

according to the company's website. 

Comfort Printing & Stationery purchased 

S.G. Adams in 1959, and was a local 

competitor that specialized in printing. 'We 

left the Adams name because it was so well-

known,' Comfort said.” The company began 

to encounter problems in the mid-1990s 

when it began closing its 13 stores and 

withdrew from the retail market to go after 

the commercial market. The company closed 

its last retail store, at 10th and Olive streets 

downtown, in 1994. 

Sources:  

1. CW Collectors Weekly:  

https://www.collectorsweekly.com/medals-pins-

and-badges/chauffeur-badges 

2. St. Louis Business Journal, S.G.Adams quits 

paper chase, file for bankruptcy:  

https://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2001

/07/16/story5.htm 

3. http://www.chauffeurbadges.com/118.html 

 

 

https://www.collectorsweekly.com/medals-pins-and-badges/chauffeur-badges
https://www.collectorsweekly.com/medals-pins-and-badges/chauffeur-badges
https://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2001/07/16/story5.htm
https://www.bizjournals.com/stlouis/stories/2001/07/16/story5.htm
http://www.chauffeurbadges.com/118.html
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PRESSED PENNIES PRESENTATION 
Nina McDonald is an authority on penny pressing machines and their history. We were fortunate to 

have her as our guest speaker at the August club meeting. Nina brought part of her collection of 

World’s Fair pressed pennies, and she has collected all of them except two. She also brought a 

large collection of other types, which she has carefully cataloged and knew of each one's history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club members 

were rewarded with 

being able to pick 

any penny design 

from Nina's own 

pressing machine. 

(Holders for 

pressed pennies 

are sold at 

Crestwood 

Jewelers.)  

Thank you, Nina! 
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FINDS OF THE 

MONTH 
     

Oldest Coin 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ron P.: 1920D Mercury Dime 

Prize: 1899 Barber Half Dollar 

 

Most Valuable Coin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Scott P.: 1941 Liberty Half Dollar 

Prize: 1857 Seated Liberty Quarter 

 

Interesting Artifact 

Marvin G.: Chauffer License 
Prize: 1 oz. silver round 

 

 

FOM Contest Rules: 

1. Fill out an entry form at the beginning of 

the meeting, and hand it to a member of 

the FOM committee.  

2. Only one entry, per person, is allowed 

(not one entry per category). 

3. Finds must ONLY be from the 

previous month (honor system). 

4. Everyone making a submission will 

receive one point. Category winners will 

receive two points.  

 

Points will be recorded and tallied by the 

FOM committee. At the end of the year, the 

winner will receive a FABULOUS prize. 

 

INDIAN ARTIFACT 

IDENTIFICATION DAY 

For those of you who are interested in Indian 

artifacts, Cahokia Mounds is holding an 

Artifact Identification Day on Sunday, 

September 16
th

 at the Interpretive Center.  

Several archaeologists familiar with local 

artifacts will be available to identify the 

culture, time period, material, and function 

of the items. No monetary appraisals will be 

given. This is a free event that is offered 

once per year at Cahokia Mounds in 

September. 
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GATEWAY AUGUST GROUP HUNT 
The August group hunt was held at Greensfelder Park in Pacific, MO. A group of 20 club 

members met on the Equestrian parking lot, and had a very successful hunt with rings and silver. 

Our September and October events will be Mystery Hunts, which you won’t want to miss!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top left: Dawn finds a silver 

ring in her very first hole! 

Top center: Mackie is happy 

with his very first silver dime! 

Top right: Susannah scores a 

silver puzzle ring. 

Center: Rob, Tom, and Rick 

are ready for the day. Mike 

finds a silver ring! 

Bottom: Jim H., Pat, and Jim 

G. take a "pre-bobcat pic" 

before their hunt for treasures. 
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Gateway MD Club 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/ 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
If you want an ad in the 

CLASSIFIEDS or HUNT BUDDIES 

sections, please send them through: 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 

Club short- and long-sleeved tee 

shirts and fleece hoodies are 

available in various sizes. $15 tee, 

$20 long sleeve, $25 hoodie. See a 

club officer for more information. 

 

 

 

WHO WE ARE 
We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

 

MEETINGS 
We meet on the first Tuesday of  

every month at: 

Missouri Civil War Museum 

222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

 

 

Open to the public! 

 

 
 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/
mailto:detectinghistory@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Missouri+Civil+War+Museum/@38.508784,-90.2893017,15.11z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x87d8b7c1dcc93a4f:0xb0e75dd81c12a739

