GMDC NEWS
November 2018

President's Corner
By Susannah
Hello fellow dirt fishers!

“Can you dig it? We can!”

Club Email:
detectinghistory@
yahoo.com

Club Officers:
President
Susannah Kriegshauser

Vice President
Mackie Douglas
Treasurer
Rich Bereswill

Secretary

It's time to give yourselves a pat on the back. Do you realize
that in 2016, the year the club was officially launched, we
went from the 9 club founders to 63 members in just 7
months; in 2017 we had over 80 members; and in 2018 we
have again topped 80? I hear it over and over--our club is so
welcoming that people who are "scouting" for a club usually
join the night they came to see what we are all about. Our
meeting attendance is also through the roof, a sure sign of a
healthy club. Good job, everyone!
We have some wonderful stories in our newsletter this month.
Check them out! I know you all have more to share too. Give
our new Secretary Casie some help and send a couple of
paragraphs on a neat hunt you had, a funny happening, or an
In the Loupe article. For those new to the club--the In the
Loupe article is where you write a paragraph or two about
how you got started in detecting. Please include a picture of
yourself so our members get to know you. You can send all
newsletter stuff to the club email. Just go through our past
newsletters to see other members' articles. It's not hard to
write one--go for it!
The Holiday Party--OOPS! I admit, I messed up. I forgot to
put out the signup sheet for who is coming.

Pat Reece

Please send me through the club email a count of how
many in your group are coming.
I need this to know how many tables to set up, and water to
buy. Sorry!
Lastly, I would like to give a round of applause to Pat, our
outgoing "Madam Secretary" (as she calls herself, tongue-incheek!). Hasn't she done a wonderful job on our newsletters?
She took over my feeble efforts to cobble things together
during the club's first year, and built the newsletter into a
publication our club is vastly proud of. Well done, ma'am!

Happy Hunting!
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2018 CALENDAR
Feb 06: GMDC meeting
NO HUNT IN FEB
Mar 06: GMDC meeting
Mar 10: GMDC hunt
Mystery Hunt
Mar 17: Metal Detecting
Basics Class
Apr 03: GMDC meeting
Apr 14: CW Park Day
May 01: GMDC meeting
May 05: GMDC hunt
Hencken Place
Mar 26: Metal Detecting
Basics Class
Jun 05: GMDC meeting
Jun 09: Cancelled
Jun 23: Metal Detecting
Basics Class
Jul 03: NO MEETING
Jul 07: GMDC hunt
Francis Park
Jul 28: Metal Detecting
Basics Class
Aug 07: GMDC meeting
Aug 11: GMDC hunt
Greensfelder Park
Sep 04: GMDC meeting
Sep 08: GMDC BBQ
(rained out)
Sep 15: GMDC hunt
Mystery Hunt
Oct 02: GMDC meeting
Oct 06: GMDC hunt
Mystery Hunt
(due to weather, moved
to Oct 20)
Nov 06: GMDC meeting
Nov 10: GMDC hunt
(snowed out)
Dec 04: GMDC holiday
party

Monthly Meeting Notes
Attendance at the October meeting was an impressive 41,
with one visitor, Ken Plant, who became a member. That puts
our membership at 81 for the year!
A vote was held for the Vice President and Secretary
positions. Mackie Douglas received a unanimous vote of
support for continuing his service as the club Vice President,
and Casie Spencer also received a unanimous vote to serve as
the Club Secretary. Positions are held for two years with the
terms beginning in January.
The club will not be holding a monthly hunt in December,
January, or February. The December meeting will be the
holiday party. We do not hold a club meeting in January, so
the next club meeting will be the first Tuesday in February
(February 5th).
For those of you who paid for BBQ tickets, you can apply
the $8.00 per ticket to club dues for 2019 or ask Rich
Bereswill for a cash refund. Please contact Rich directly to
let him know your preference! Club dues are $20 per person,
an additional $15 per members for those residing in the same
household, and children under 12 are free. Payment for 2019
is due by February 5th meeting.
Rich reported that the club account stands at $2,464.77.00,
$120.00 has been donated to the museum fund, and $324.35
for Pennies for Poverty.
John Quinn and Tim and Pam Popp provided presentations
and brought in artifacts from their interesting and productive
England trips!
Attendance prizes: Rob Willett – 1921 Morgan Silver
Dollar, Mark Arbuthnot – 1853 Seated Liberty Dime with
Arrows, Scott Phillips – 1930P Standing Liberty Quarter
50/50: Sandee Adams – $55.00.

NO HUNT IN DECEMBER
NO MTG OR HUNT IN JAN
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WANTED
Club members to write an
In the Loupe article. Let us
know how you got into
detecting, what you like
about it, favorite finds,
hunting adventures, etc. Submit your article
to detecting detectinghistory@yahoo.com
and we’ll say, “thank you, pardner!”

Holiday Party
Happenings
Our annual club Holiday Party will be held
on Tuesday, December 4th (regular meeting
date and time). Be prepared to have some
FUN!!!

ANOTHER C.A.T.
SUCCESS STORY!
John W., a member of the club’s
Community Assistance Team (CAT)
succeeded again! Susannah received an
email from Jennifer W. about her lost keys,
and quickly sent a CAT callout. John
responded and was successful. Needless to
say, our club made another community
member quite happy in a short amount of
time!

Volunteer Contest – three great prizes
will be given away by a random draw of
everyone who has participated this year
and submitted valid volunteer slips.
Trivia Game – we’ll play a trivia game
based on content from this year’s
newsletters. Win a prize!
Attendance Prizes – just show up at the
party and you’ll have a chance of winning
one of several attendance prizes.
Finds of the Month Awards – the
committee will be handing out awards for
the top point earners.
Fundraiser Raffle – the winner for the
gold coin raffle will be pulled.
Food – bring some to share! Water will be
provided by the club. Bring your own
beverages if you’d like something other
than water.
Museum Donation – our club will be
giving Mark Trout a donation to the Civil
War Museum in recognition of his
generosity in letting us use the facilities
throughout the year.

CAT STATS
There have been 11 CAT contacts this year:
6 successful, 2 owner-found, 1 not found, 1
did not return calls, and one not hunted as it
was a crime scene.

Hope to see everyone there!
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He informed us that the Rock House was
built in 1858, and that the second floor was
added after the Civil War, in 1865. He
indicated the Rock House had a lot of
historical significance and that he was very
interested in preserving the history. He is
hoping to get the house on the register of
historic places.

THE OLD ROCK
HOUSE
By Lee Nunnally
Around Memorial Day weekend, I was out
with the crew, Thomas R., Marvin G., and
Russell B., detecting. We had just finished
detecting two permissions with negative
results. We have all been there. I suggested
that we check out a potential hunt site,
which was an old rock house in Affton.

During the 19th Century, the Rock House
and adjoining properties served as a rest stop
for merchants and farmers, to sell their
goods. There was a lake on the other side of
Gravois, the sole road to downtown St.
Louis. The Rock House served as the 10mile stop where horses were fed and
watered.

We arrived on the wrong side of the viaduct
and subsequently met the owners of two
1918-1920 homes who gave us permission
to detect. Tom found a silver coin spill,
Marvin found an old chauffeur’s license,
and I found a miniature toy iron along with
many other artifacts. Hold on…we had not
even made it to the Rock House on the other
side of the viaduct, across the train tracks.

This was the beginning of a summer-long
hunting adventure which resulted in the
recovery of many old
coins and artifacts. Tom
found an 1853 dime and
1851 large cent, Kathy
H. found a 1911 V
nickel, I found an 1892
Indian Head penny, and
Marvin found the
interesting Billy Dings
item he wrote up in an
article. Many
magnificent things were
found and are too varied to mention.

After discussing how to get permission to
detect the Rock House, we decided “what do
we have to lose, just ask for permission”. As
they say in the Marine Corp--what are they
going to do to you, take your birthday away
from you? That is the mentality of a Marine
veteran. Anyway, we met with Dave
Harster, owner of Harster Heating and
Cooling. Dave owns the Rock House on
Gravois and adjoining properties. As it
turned out, Dave was very enthusiastic with
the idea of detecting his properties.

There was, however, one issue. The
Genevieve Method was used, as usual, but
on this site, the owner wanted to keep all the
finds. Dave was more excited about them
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that we were, so it was all good. As a result,
at our August GMDC meeting a motion was
made and passed that all finds could be
photographed if the finds had been turnedover to the property owner(s). That way, a
photograph of the find could be submitted
for the Finds of the Month (FOM) contest.

As a result of the success at the Rock House,
other sites have opened-up to us on or near
the viaduct. It seems to be a domino affect.
After detecting there nearly all summer, the
detected finds are becoming fewer and
farther in between, but with Dave’s
permission we are looking forward to
searching the crawl space under the house
and that attic.

This has been an exciting year for detecting,
even with all the hot weather. One thing for
sure is you will never know what is in the
very next hole you dig and what type of
adventure it might lead to!

In the process of detecting the Rock House,
Tom found a grave marker. Using divining
rods, he and other detectorists mapped out
what they determined to be several graves.
Subsequently, the County Police
Department came out with their cadaver dog
and located 17 unmarked graves. Infra Red
equipment was used and 40 abnormalities
were discovered. These findings were
turned over by Dave to a local archeologist.
Graves are not in the proper venue of metal
detecting.

STAY SAFE:
ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN!
By Russ Bowman
On Monday, September 24, 2018 at
approximately 1:30 PM, I experienced an
incident that truly
holds up the rule
“DO NOT
DETECT ALONE.”

Still using the divining rods, a privy and
well may have also been found at the Rock
House. Russell built a two-man sifter. We
are in the process of both detecting and
sifting.

I was detecting
along the parking
lot of a church; a very open and public area.
I was detecting about 25 feet from my car
when another car pulled between me and my
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car. The driver started throwing trash on the
ground, then at me. I remained calm.

3. Be sure to be observant and
remember as much information as
possible should an incident occur.
4. NOTIFY THE POLICE.

He then made hand gestures at me, including
cocking his finger as if he was shooting a
gun. Again, I remained calm. He clearly was
waiting for a reaction from me. This
encounter went on for about five minutes.
He then drove to another part of the parking
lot.

This incident took place at MacKenzie and
Reavis Road - a busy intersection. Just
remember that…

I decided to seize this chance to get to my
car and call 911. I slowly and calmly walked
to my car, put my equipment away, got in
the car and called 911. I tried to drive out of
the parking lot but he blocked the exit. I was
still talking to 911 and he was still making
shooting gestures at me. I still remained
calm. This lasted several more minutes and
then suddenly he sped away.

ELATED EIGHTY-TWO
YEAR OLD

ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN,
ANYWHERE, ANYTIME -- SO
STAY SAFE!

By John Quinn
On the last weekend in September 2018, my
wife and I decided to visit our daughter, sonin-law, and four grandchildren in
Bentonville, AR. We arrived on a Thursday
evening and
were headed
out for
breakfast
Friday
morning when
we saw my
daughter’s
neighbor and
she told me to
pull over. It
turns out her
husband lost
his wedding
ring last September (2017) while raking
leaves in the yard and my daughter had
volunteered me to find it.

In an effort to get to a more populated area, I
drove to a nearby gas station, all the time
still speaking to the 911 operator. As I
pulled into the gas station, much to my
surprise and dismay, he was there! He had
blocked the exit of this very busy gas
station.
Next he leaned out the window of his car,
and once again began making shooting
gestures at me. Customers were becoming
impatient because they could not get out of
the gas station and began blowing their
horns. With the horns blaring, he sped away.
A short time later the police arrived.
Fortunately, I was able to provide the police
with the license plate number, a description
of the car and the driver.
It appears this person was looking for a
fight. Had I responded to his hand gestures,
or become excited, this encounter could
have had a much different outcome.

The wife (Marsha) told me I would be
wasting my time as her husband (Marvin)
was a bit affected by dementia and may not
have lost his ring anywhere near where he
thought. Also due to the dementia, all
Marvin would talk about was sports,
himself, and the weather. Marsha also told
me they had rented a metal detector in the
spring – “A real good one with pictures of

Here are some rules to keep at the forefront
of your mind when metal detecting:
1. DO NOT DETECT ALONE.
2. Stay calm.
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what is below on the screen.” – but could
not find Marvin’s ring. I told her I would
try.

Revolution, there was an effort to
distinguish the uniforms of the engineers
from those of the rest of the Army.
However, during the Revolution, officers
wore buttons either identifying them with
their states, if they were militia, or with
“USA,” if they were with the regular
Continental Army.

I met Marvin a few hours later and asked
him to show me where he thought he lost his
ring. After hearing the same story about how
I was wasting my time, I began to detect.
Marvin had dumped the leaves over the
backyard fence into a wooded area, but I
thought it would be better to look where he
had raked and picked up the leaves, not
where he dumped them.
After hunting for a bit without success, I
told him I would look more towards the
center of the
yard instead of
near the fence
where he
dumped the
leaves. I started
detecting
towards the
center of the yard with Marvin once again
telling me it was not there. I told him that
quite often there is a difference between
where a person realizes they lost a ring and
where they actually lost it.

Sometime between 1802 and 1814, the
design for the Essayons Button was
developed. At that time, the Corps’s primary
mission was the construction of coastal
fortifications. A map of the coastal
fortifications at Charleston, South Carolina,
drawn in 1806, shows an eagle with a scroll
in its beak with the word “Essayons”—the
first time that this French word, meaning
“we will try,” is found on a formal
document produced by the Corps.

As I dug a “pull tab” signal about an inch
down in the center of his yard, he was again
telling me, “You’re wasting…”, when I
interrupted him with, “Is it a ring like this
one?” I will let you see for yourself how he
felt; take a look at the picture of an 82-yearold man with a gigantic smile! It felt great
to make Marvin and Marsha’s day!

A map made of the defenses of New York
Harbor the following year also had an eagle
and the word “Essayons.” In addition, it had
a water bastion, and rays depicting the rising
sun. Therefore, by 1807, all of the elements
of the Essayons Button had been adopted
and used by officers of the Corps.
In 1840, the War Department officially
endorsed the button for the Corps of
Engineers. When the Army adopted a
standard button for its uniforms in 1902, the
Corps already had almost a century of
identification with the Essayons Button.

THE ESSAYONS
BUTTON

Consequently, the Corps of Engineers was
the only branch authorized to retain a
distinctive button on the uniforms of its
officers.

This research is a follow up to the button
Kathy C. submitted for the September Finds
of the Month (FOM) contest.
The history of the Essayons Button can be
traced to the earliest days of the Corps of
Engineers. As early as the American

Source: Dr. Larry D. Roberts.
www.thefreelibrary.com

Page 7

OCTOBER GROUP HUNT
The club’s October Mystery Hunt was held at a 70-acre private home with a rich Civil War
history. John and his wife Sharon (last name withheld) couldn’t have been more generous in
assisting us with facilities, bug spray, information, cinnamon rolls, and encouragement! The
landowners were so impressed with our club that we will be able to visit again next year. For a
bullet count, our club found over 400, including one rare hexagonal bullet. As a thank you, the
club is making a $50.00 donation to the Wilson's Creek National Battlefield in our host’s honor.
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FINDS OF THE
MONTH
Oldest Coin

FOM Contest Rules:
1. Fill out an entry form at the beginning of
the meeting, and hand it to a member of
the FOM committee.
2. Only one entry, per person, is allowed
(not one entry per category).
3. Finds must ONLY be from the
previous month (honor system).

Pat R.: 1892 V Nickle
Prize: 1922 Silver Peace Dollar

Most Valuable Coin

4. Everyone making a submission will
receive one point. Category winners will
receive two points.
Points will be recorded and tallied by the
FOM committee. At the end of the year, the
winner will receive a FABULOUS prize.

HOW TRUE!
Metal detecting reminds
me of fishing....
The old-timers know all
the good spots.

Lee N.: 1903S Barber Quarter
Prize: 1928P Standing Liberty Quarter

The best spots are off
limits.

Interesting Artifact

Some days you come home
empty handed.
Some days you come home with the “big
one”.
There is always newer, better equipment
than yours.
Your buddy always gets the one that got
away.
The stories get better in time.
You have to clean your catch.
The worst day out in the field is better than
the best day working!

Scott P.: Silver-Plated Coin Holder
Prize: 1887 Seated Liberty Dime
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Gateway MD Club
https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/

WHO WE ARE

detectinghistory@yahoo.com

We are a group of detecting enthusiasts
whose aim is to get out there and have fun,
find fellowship, and find and preserve our
nation's history. We dig responsibly, act
respectfully, and operate legally. We invite
you to join us. You won't be disappointed!

"Can you dig it? WE can!"

CLASSIFIEDS
If you want an ad in the
CLASSIFIEDS or HUNT BUDDIES
sections, please send them through:
detectinghistory@yahoo.com
Club short- and long-sleeved tee
shirts and fleece hoodies are
available in various sizes. $15 tee,
$20 long sleeve, $25 hoodie. See a
club officer for more information.

MEETINGS
We meet on the first Tuesday of
every month at:
Missouri Civil War Museum
1918 Building
222 Worth Road
St. Louis, MO 63125
7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm)

Open to the public!
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