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“Can you dig it? We can!” 
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President's Corner 

 

By Susannah 
 

Hello fellow dirt fishers! 

This has been some year, hasn't it? Hunts all over the place, 

including Hidden Valley Ski Resort, and a Civil War picket 

line and target practice site. Our members have had a ball, but 

better yet, have gotten some darn good finds. We did a dig for 

a historical society and successfully hunted several parks. 

Even with weather, rain, and freezing temps cancellations, we 

still managed to get the goodies, as our Finds of the Month 

(FOM) contest showed. 

You also have shown that you DO think of the club when you 

are out detecting. Many members tell me about giving out 

club cards to interested wannabe detectorists, or just to the 

general public. We always have extra cards on the Info table 

at the meetings if you need to restock.  

You also are talking to the right people who can advertise our 

club. I was recently contacted by Don Corrigan, the editor of 

three newspapers; the South County Times, Webster-

Kirkwood Times, and the West End. Someone in his office 

met one of our members out detecting. They got talking and 

our member invited him to tell his boss about our club. His 

boss turned out to be Don Corrigan. Don was impressed 

enough with all that our club does that he ended up giving us 

a full page spread in two of those papers. He was VERY 

impressed with the Interesting Finds page on the website. I 

have not seen the article yet, as it comes out on Friday, so I'm 

quite nervous about what parts of the hour-long interview 

they kept and what they all did with it. Nail-biting time! I 

have heard two different versions of who the member was 

who started all this, so whoever you are--thank you for 

upholding the club.  

And this past year we had great hunts because you gave us 

sites, and weren't they fun to hunt? So let's get more! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Happy Holidays from your  

Club Officers! 



Page 2 

2018  CALENDAR 

 
Feb 06: GMDC meeting 

NO HUNT IN FEB 

Mar 06: GMDC meeting 

Mar 10: GMDC hunt 

 Mystery Hunt 
Mar 17: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Apr 03:  GMDC meeting 

Apr 14:  CW Park Day 

May 01: GMDC meeting 

May 05: GMDC hunt 

   Hencken Place 

Mar 26: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Jun 05:  GMDC meeting 

Jun 09:  Cancelled 

Jun 23: Metal Detecting 

   Basics Class 

Jul 03:  NO MEETING  

Jul 07:  GMDC hunt 

  Francis Park 

Jul 28:  Metal Detecting 

  Basics Class 

Aug 07: GMDC meeting 

Aug 11: GMDC hunt 

   Greensfelder Park 

Sep 04:  GMDC meeting 

Sep 08:  GMDC BBQ  

(rained out)   

Sep 15:  GMDC hunt 

  Mystery Hunt 

Oct 02:  GMDC meeting 

Oct 06:  GMDC hunt 

  Mystery Hunt 

(due to weather, moved  

to Oct 20) 

Nov 06: GMDC meeting 

Nov 10: GMDC hunt 

   (snowed out) 

Dec 04:  GMDC Holiday 

    Party  

 

NO HUNT IN DECEMBER 

NO MTG OR HUNT IN JAN 

NO HUNT IN FEBRUARY 

 

 

Monthly Meeting Notes  

 

The club will not hold a club meeting in January, so the next 

club meeting will be the first Tuesday in February (February 

5
th

). No club hunts will be held in December, January, or 

February.  

For those of you who paid for BBQ tickets, you can apply 

the $8.00 per ticket to club dues for 2019 or ask our 

treasurer Rich for a cash refund. Please contact Rich 

directly to let him know your preference! Club dues are $20 

per person, an additional $15 per members for those residing 

in the same household, and children under 12 are free. 

Payment for 2019 is due by the February 5
th

 club meeting. 

Rich reported that the club account stands at $2,464.77. 

$220.00 has been donated to the museum fund and the club 

rounded that up to $500.00 to present to Mark Trout in 

appreciation of letting us use the museum facilities for our 

club meetings throughout the year. The club received $324.00 

in donations for Pennies for Poverty, and rounded that up to 

$350.00 to present to the Heifer USA Seeds of Change 

program.  

 

 

 

 

 

There will not be a club newsletter in January, but that 

doesn’t mean you should stop swinging, writing articles, 

or submitting pictures for the Interesting Finds section of 

the website! Get out there this winter while the ground is 

a little softer, and there’s no bugs or 100-degree 

temperatures to contend with.  

On a personal note, it’s been an honor to serve as the 

club’s first official secretary for such a welcoming and 

fun-spirited group of detectorists! Many new 

friendships have been formed and it’s easy to see that 

we’re all becoming better at finding those hidden 

treasures. Looking forward to our future adventures!  

“Madame Secretary” -- Pat 
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       WANTED 
Club members to write an  

In the Loupe article. Let us 

know how you got into 

detecting, what you like 

about it, favorite finds,  

hunting adventures, etc. Submit your article 

to detecting detectinghistory@yahoo.com  

and we’ll say, “Thank you, pardner!” 

 

CAT SUCCESS! 
Ron Prebianca and Steve Reiner, members 

of the club’s Community Assistance Team 

(CAT), succeeded again! Susannah was 

contacted about a lost ring that needed to be 

found quickly because the yard was going to 

be cleaned of its leaves. Ron took the lead 

on contacting the owner and Steve assisted 

with the hunt. Here’s the email the club 

received from another happy person! 

“I want to express my deepest thanks for 

your help. While clearing my yard of leaves 

my wedding ring fell off. I thought I knew 

where I lost it, but after days of searching 

could not find it.  

Our daughter contacted you and you were 

kind enough to send out two wonderful 

people to help. They really were the BEST. 

After about an hour and a half they found 

the ring. I was so excited I couldn’t believe 

it. We searched 

that same area. 

It is a ring I have 

had for 55 years. 

It was about 2 

inches below the 

ground….we 

would have never found it. We would highly 

recommend you to anyone needing 

something to be found. Again, thank you and 

your team so very much for all your help.”  

Marcia W. 

 

CAT STATS 

There have been 12 CAT contacts so far 

this year: 7 successful, 2 owner-found, 1 

not found, 1 did not return calls, and 1  

was not hunted as it was a crime scene. 

 

ROLLA HUNT THANKS  
Our club had sent a thank you check to the 

owners of the farm we hunted in Rolla. 

After receiving it, the owners sent this letter: 

“I received the $50.00 check which Sharon 

and I really appreciate. But, we are 

returning your gift since it was our pleasure 

to have all of you join us at our farm. Please 

use the funds for future outings, including a 

trip to Rolla in the spring. Thank you again 

for your thoughtfulness.” John and Sharon  

Well, that’s not the end of the story! We 

decided to do a donation in the family’s 

name to the Wilson's Creek National 

Battlefield where the 

family has donated 

some items. The 

museum will send a 

letter letting them know 

that the donation has been made. Wilson's 

Creek was the first major Civil War battle 

fought west of the Mississippi River, and the 

site of the death of Nathaniel Lyon, the first 

Union general killed in action.  

mailto:detectinghistory@yahoo.com
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NICKEL BANDITS: 

The Rise of Telephone Tokens 

By Susannah K. 

The first pay phone was installed in a bank 

in 1889. Extremely few private citizens and 

not many businesses could afford telephones 

back then, so pay phones came about as a 

way that businesses could make some 

money from outsiders using their line. The 

phone company would collect 77-1/2% 

upfront of the take from call activations, and 

the merchant would get the rest. If the rest 

meant a bunch of worthless slugs, the 

merchant was out. The phones usually 

accepted nickels, and “nickel bandits” used 

innovative ways to beat the system, 

including washers, lead disks, and low-value 

foreign currency. When you consider that a 

nickel back then could buy you a whole 

plate of beef stew, 5 lbs of flour, or 1/2 

dozen eggs, finding a handful of metal slugs 

in your change box was a big deal. 

Enter Henry Goetz, a Chicago druggist, who 

was tired of losing money. He invented an 

attachment over the coin slot, and special 

tokens that were the only things the phone 

slot would accept. The Yale Slot and Slug 

Company manufactured both attachment and 

token, and soon every pay phone in Chicago 

was sporting the new invention. The 

Chicago Telephone Company did not sell 

the tokens itself—taverns and businesses 

where the phones were located did. 

From then on it was a race between the 

nickel bandits and Goetz. He started with a 

round token with a cut that ran from the 

center to the edge. Thieves caught on and 

cut their own slugs the same way. One by 

one Goetz changed his tokens to keep ahead, 

but he would only get a short respite. Then 

his fertile brain had to come up with a 

different design. Some had letters and 

numbers, some had arrows, hearts were 

punched in the center, grooves were cut, and 

many more. In all it is estimated that there 

are over 200 Goetz designs! 

By 1944 it was all over. Pay phones went 

back to regular coinage and old telephone 

tokens were taken up as scrap and melted 

into shell casings for the war effort. 

Nowadays Goetz YSS tokens can rarely be 

found by metal detectorists, since the 

majority of phones would have been inside a 

business and any dropped tokens would 

have been swept up. But some can still be 

found in the Chicago area dropped through 

cracks in floorboards in a business or 

dropped from a pocket. Collectors are still 

finding more varieties that are a testament to 

one man’s quiet determination to ultimately 

win the battle of the telephone tokens. 

Sources: Tokens--Susannah Kriegshauser.  

Numismatic Review, Christopher Batio, 1995. 

Telephonecollectors.org, Volume 24, 

Number 2, February 15, 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know the Jefferson nickel 

was designed by a man who fought 

against the United States in World 

War I?   

Felix Schlag was a German soldier in that 

war, but in 1929 he became an American, 

and in 1938 his design was chosen for the 

Jefferson nickel. The prize money Mr. 

Schlag won for his design was just about 

enough to pay for his wife's funeral. 
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THE YOUNG 

DETECTORIST 
By Kathy Hesketh 

Some of our grandchildren live in Louisiana 

so we don’t get to see them very often. We 

have learned to "FaceTime” with them on a 

regular basis. 

When we do, 

they are always 

interested in 

seeing what we 

have found with 

our detectors. 

One of them, 

Aiden, had a 

10th birthday 

coming up in 

October, I 

thought it might 

be a good time to 

get him a metal detector. I checked with his 

mother first to make sure she thought it was 

something that he would be interested in and 

she said “definitely”! 

I browsed through many different models, 

but didn’t want to spend much money, 

especially since we 

would not be there to 

help him and keep 

him interested. So, 

Aiden ended up with 

a very inexpensive 

children’s model that 

came with a few 

accessories and a nice 

carry bag. I made sure 

he could use it in 

water since they are 

close to the beach. 

When we got to talk 

to him after his 

birthday, he said that 

he had used the 

detector in his yard 

and found some nails! 

(That seems to run in the family--always 

finding nails). Our son, Kris, Aiden’s dad, 

had been helping him to use the detector, but 

not about filling his holes. Aiden promptly 

got a lesson via the internet about that! 

The family was able to make it to St. Louis 

for Thanksgiving and Aiden brought his 

detector. For the time that they were here it 

just didn’t work out to do much detecting. 

We did get a few minutes though, in our 

own backyard. Aiden helped find one of 

Grandpa Howard’s sockets that he had lost. 

Then it was Grandma Kathy’s turn with 

Aiden. He located one item and dug a small 

hole but we didn’t see anything right away 

so I told him we should just move on for 

now. We located another object and thought 

we would go back to the first hole, but it 

was filled in! I asked him why did you do 

that? He told me, “You said I was supposed 

to fill in my holes!” At least he learned 

something from me. 

We went back to that nicely covered hole, 

used a pinpointer and found a small piece of 

rusty metal. Aiden then had another signal, 

dug that and was 

rewarded with a 

pull tab. 

Unfortunately that 

was the end of our 

hunting time.  

Later, I wanted to 

take a picture of 

Aiden with a 

stained glass 

treasure chest that 

Tom R. had made 

for him which 

included a few 

treasures to start 

this young detectorist on his journey. Little 

did I know that Aiden had put his own 

“treasures” in the chest--that small rusty 

piece of metal and the pull tab. I guess 

everyone has their own ideas about treasure. 

Mine was getting to detect with my 

grandson! 
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HARD TIMES 

TOKENS 
Hard times token were manufactured by 

private mints in the United States from 

about 1833 to about 1844. Most of them 

were made out of copper and were 

approximately the same size as the half cent 

or large cents that were officially issued by 

the US Mint.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During this time, the economy was in 

decline and life was "hard" for many 

Americans. In 1837, banks suspended 

issuing coins for payments and exchanging 

paper money for coins. This resulted in a 

coin shortage when people began hoarding 

and removing coins from general 

circulation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Necessity drove private mints to create these 

tokens in order to fill the need for coins. 

Hard times tokens commonly display 

diverse designs reflecting political 

campaigns and satire of the era as well as 

advertisements for merchants, products, and 

services.  

Many tokens could be used as substitutes for 

one cent at specific businesses, whose 

information was usually embossed onto one 

side. Other varieties were made to resemble 

legitimate currency, featuring a similar 

Liberty head, to the standard large cent on 

one side and a reverse reading “Not One 

Cent.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Store tokens, also called trade tokens,  

featured advertisements for goods or 

services signified by familiar icons like a 

shoe, hotel, comb, or umbrella. 

Sources: 
https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/hard-

times-token-768599  

https://www.collectorsweekly.com/us-

coins/hard-times-tokens 

But the ground is frozen! Guess what? For 

us diehards, winter can still be a time to get 

out and find some goodies. Check around 

the bases on the south sides of large trees. 

They hold enough residual warmth that the 

very close area around the trunk base can be 

dug. Also check the ground under very 

dense trees such as hollies, shrubs and 

evergreens. The leaves and needles have 

usually kept the ground underneath from 

freezing. These were all young things at one 

time, and people could have walked by them 

or sat underneath them. Try areas of thick 

mulch. Try the south sides of everything, 

especially rock or concrete walls. They will 

have soaked up heat during the day enough 

to keep the immediate ground from freezing. 

Don’t give up on winter hunting!

WINTER HUNTING 
By Susannah   
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DECEMBER HOLIDAY PARTY! 

The club’s Holiday Party was held on December 4
th

 with 42 club members and guests attending! 

Finds of the Month (FOM) winners received their prizes (detail at the end of the newsletter), and 

three names were pulled for the Volunteer Contest. Kathy 

Hesketh (Hencken Place) and Mike Prugger (Hidden Valley) 

each won for getting a club hunt site, and Julie Wheatley 

won for participating in the Civil War Trust Park Day clean 

up at the MO Civil War Museum. 

Kathy was also the big winner of the gold coin raffle. Tim Popp impressed 

with getting 8 of the 10 newsletter trivia questions correct! The club also gave away attendance 

prizes to 10 lucky winners, including club members and guests. 
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FINDS OF THE MONTH RESULTS 
 

We had a successful year for our FOM contest, with 31 club members providing at least one 

submission. 17 different members won a category, with 8 winning one category and 9 winning 

two. We’d like to thank Mackie Douglas (head of committee), Bill Siebel, Rick Crowell, and 

Mike Prugger for running the monthly contest so successfully!  

For 2018, members were allowed to submit a single item for one of the three categories (Oldest 

Coin, Most Valuable Coin, and Most Interesting Artifact). Ron Prebianca and Eric Hanewinkel 

tied for first place with 11 points, John Quinn came in second with 10 points, and Marvin 

Gilliam won third place with 9 points. Prizes awarded were $100, $75, and $50, respectively. 
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Gateway MD Club 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/ 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
If you want an ad in the 

CLASSIFIEDS or HUNT BUDDIES 

sections, please send them through: 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 

Club short- and long-sleeved tee 

shirts and fleece hoodies are 

available in various sizes. $15 tee, 

$20 long sleeve, $25 hoodie. See a 

club officer for more information. 

 

 

 

WHO WE ARE 
We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETINGS 
We meet on the first Tuesday of  

every month at: 

Missouri Civil War Museum 

(1918 Building) 

222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm)  

 

Open to the public! 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/
mailto:detectinghistory@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Missouri+Civil+War+Museum/@38.508784,-90.2893017,15.11z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x87d8b7c1dcc93a4f:0xb0e75dd81c12a739

