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“Can you dig it? We can!” 
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President's Corner 

 

 

By Susannah 
 

Hello fellow dirt fishers! 

Zowie, talk about starting out like gangbusters! Our first 

meeting of this year had 69 people attend, our second had 57. 

And new people are signing up in droves, 11 at the last 

meeting alone! Thank goodness we have a large meeting hall, 

courtesy of the MO Civil War Museum. And thank goodness 

they bought more tables and nice, cushy chairs... 

We are starting our roller coaster ride of events which will 

start this Saturday, March 16, with our first-of-the-year 

Mystery Hunt. Then we move on to a Metal Detecting Basics 

class on March 23, Park Day cleanup at the MCWM museum 

on April 6, then on to our second Mystery Hunt on March 13. 

Don't ever say your club isn't hopping! 

We have a special treat for all you buffs coming up at the 

April meeting--Mark Trout, director of the MCWM, is going 

to talk and answer questions on identifying CW "things that 

blow up"--like shells and cannonballs, LOL. What fun! (As 

long as he doesn't bring in a live sample!). So sit back and 

enjoy! 

For those of you who are new to the club or to detecting or 

both--please go to the website under the "Genevieve 

Method" tab to find out a very important method we 

sometimes use for getting hunt sites. We will be using this for 

the Rolla Mystery Hunt, and a modified version for the 

upcoming Alton Mystery Hunt (on this one the owner only 

wants to have pics sent to him of any very old finds). When 

the owner requests this method, it is very important that we 

follow it because it maintains the reputation of the club--

which brings yet more hunt sites! So please read up before 

our first hunt. 

Our secretary Casie is begging for articles about your finds, 

your hunts, your dog who dug up an artifact--anything you 

want to write about. Don't worry about spelling and grammar, 

but do send us a picture if you would like, to show us what 

you are writing about. We are all interested! 

 

Happy Hunting! 
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CALENDAR 
 
Feb 05: GMDC Meeting 

 NO HUNT 

Mar 05: GMDC Meeting 

Mar 16: MYSTERY HUNT! 

Mar 23: Metal Detecting Class 

Apr 02: GMDC Meeting 

Apr 06: ABT Park Day 

Apr 13: MYSTERY HUNT! 

Apr 19: Metal Detecting Class 

May 07: GMDC Meeting 

May 11: Monthly Hunt - TBA 

Jun 04: GMDC Meeting 

Jun 08: Monthly Hunt - TBA 

Jul 02: GMDC Meeting 

Jul 06: Monthly Hunt - TBA 

Aug 06: GMDC Meeting 

Aug 10: Monthly Hunt - TBA 

Sep 03: GMDC Meeting 

Sep 07: BBQ 

Oct 01: GMDC Meeting 

Oct 05: Monthly Hunt -TBA 

Nov 05: GMDC Meeting 

Nov 09: Monthly Hunt -TBA 

Dec 03: Christmas Party! 

  

**All hunt dates are 

weather dependent** 

   
Any questions? You can go 

on the club’s website 

https://gatewaymetaldetect

ingclub.com/ 

 

 
 

 

 

  

Meeting Notes  

 

 
 

Attendance at the March meeting, a whopping 57, saw more 

guest members and new sign ups than ever! We had 46 

members sign in and 11 new members sign up!  

 

A vote was held to change the types of coins offered as 

attendance and FOM prizes. We will now mix the types of 

coins offered. It was also voted on to change the price of the 

coins downward to be more in keeping with the budget. 

 

A vote was also held confirming Jim Hammond as the 

treasurer. Congrats Jim! 

 

Due to the current club finances the purchase of club 

liability insurance is going to be put on hold. We will 

reevaluate at a later date 

 

We had a wonderful and educational presentation by Mark 

Leach, about the history of the Cahokia area and the 

forgotten mound history of Chesterfield. If you want more 

information on the topic here are some references 

https://news.stlpublicradio.org/post/were-there-

pyramids-early-st-louis-civilization-author-mark-leach-

makes-case#stream/0 

 

Mark Leach has written several books on the topic:  

 The Great Pyramids of St. Louis: An Ancient 

Metropolis 

 Chesterfield's Ancient Past 

 

Attendance prices:  

Pat Reese--              1904 silver Barber half dollar 

Eric Hanewinkel--   1942 silver Standing Liberty half dollar 

Rob Willett--           1865 silver 3-cent 

 

50/50 raffle was $73 and the winner was Doug Roussin. 

 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/
https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/
https://news.stlpublicradio.org/post/were-there-pyramids-early-st-louis-civilization-author-mark-leach-makes-case#stream/0
https://news.stlpublicradio.org/post/were-there-pyramids-early-st-louis-civilization-author-mark-leach-makes-case#stream/0
https://news.stlpublicradio.org/post/were-there-pyramids-early-st-louis-civilization-author-mark-leach-makes-case#stream/0
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BICYCLE HEAD 

BADGES 
  by Susannah K. 

 
 

     In the early 1900s, bicycles had become so 

popular in the US that close to a thousand 

companies were feeding their products into the  

marketplace. From the tangle of small bike 

companies, two companies eventually 

emerged—Pope Manufacturing and Schwinn. 

They had no plans to completely obliterate the 

small brands they had taken over, however, 

since these brands had their own loyal 

followers. But how to distinguish all these 

brands from one another at a glance?  

 

 
 

In the beginning, an emblem was painted on, 

but as competition grew, a fixed head badge 

became the norm. Bicycle head badges soon 

became a company’s canvas, with artists, 

enamellists, and other highly-skilled people 

contributing to more complex and intricate 

designs. As automobile hood ornaments 

became an immediately identifiable statement 

of a company (think of the stylized Indian head 

for Pontiac), so too did bicycle head badges.  

     Made in just about every metal, most early 

badges were high art, adorned with fanciful 

characters, animals, Art Deco themes, and 

more. Just as today there is always a high-end 

edition of any market,  some early badges were 

worth more than the bike itself, being made of 

silver or gold, with diamonds or rubies! 

 
 

     Through the 1920s and 30s, the heyday of 

comic books, this was another market whose 

advertising was plainly geared to children. 

Bicycle head badges took on the persona of 

cowboys, adventurers, pilots—daring the 

imagination to act out the fantasy associated 

with the bike.  

     Unfortunately, by the 1960s the bicycle 

manufacturing world descended to in-your-face 

corporate logos with blaring colors--many just 

stickers, or painted on, or made of plastic. 

Bicycle head badges have been in decline ever  

since, which make those from 1910-1950 all 

the more valuable. A good place for a 

detectorist to find these is around old house 

garages, as many bikes were either stored 

there, worked on there, or just stood there when 

not in use. Other places are old ball fields, 

swimming holes—anywhere where youngsters 

rode to and then parked those two wheelers. It 

is quite a coup to find one whole and 

undamaged, but what a neat piece of history 

when you do. 
 

Sources: cyclingabout.com, bicycling.com. 

Some head badges from the collection of 

Susannah Kriegshauser. 

  

http://cyclingabout.com/
http://bicycling.com/
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WHAT TO SAY WHEN 

THEY ASK YOU... 
(selected postings from detecting forums and 

elsewhere) 

 
I was happily metal detecting when a young 

woman came up to me. "Are you cleaning 

up this park?" "Yes ma'am, I'm cleaning the 

county parks one pulltab at a time." "Oh, do 

you get paid for that?".... 

 

I was detecting in my sister's yard and the 

guy next door had been watching me for 

about 30 minutes. Finally he came over to 

talk and asked me why I was running a 

vacuum cleaner over the yard.... 

 

Once I was metal detecting a yard and had a 

guy watching me. He asked if I was trying to 

make worms come out of the ground with 

electricity.... 

 

I was detecting a vacant lot when a lady 

came up and asked if I was with the gas 

company (I was wearing a yellow safety 

vest). I said no ma'am. Was I with the 

electric company? No ma'am. Cable 

company? When I again said no, she huffed 

and said, well you SHOULD be, with those 

ridiculously high rates I've been paying 

you.... 

 

A guy asked me last week at the beach if 

that was a metal detector I was holding. I 

told him no, it was a shock wave device for 

killing sand fleas and would he please back 

up.... 

 

I was detecting and keeping an eye on a guy 

who kept watching me. He finally came over 

and asked could I detect a steel plate in his 

head. Okayyy. He didn't look violent so I 

said sure. He bent his head down and sure 

enough I got a beep. He said could I tell 

which side it was on, and I said let me get 

out my digger, and proceeded to do so. He 

ran..... 

 

TECH TIPS #6 
 

Many times newbie detectorists will be 

admonished by more experienced dirt 

fishers to "go low and slow". This is 

excellent advice but what exactly does it 

mean? 

 

Going low is just that--the lower you get to 

the soil, the lower your signal will penetrate 

the ground. If you are leaving 2 inches of air 

between your coil and the ground, you have 

just lost 2 inches of downward signal 

penetration into the soil. 

 

The "going slow" part is a little more 

complex. The electromagnetic current 

generated through your coil is conducted 

through the ground by way of water and air 

molecules. The signal follows these 

molecules until it "bounces" off a target, 

when it returns. The signal from a concentric 

(round) or elliptical (oval) coil goes into the 

ground as an inverted ice cream cone, 

narrowest at the bottom.  

 

When you swing, the signals have to follow 

this cone into the soil via those molecules, 

narrowing to the needle point of the cone. 

When you swing too fast, the signal has no 

time to flow all the way down the cone via 

the molecules, hit a target, and return. That 

word "return" is the most important part. If 

you swing too fast, the signal CAN'T return 

because it is still trying to travel down and 

back up. So the only beeping you are going 

to be hearing are shallower targets where the 

signal can get back in time. 

 

So if you want those deeper targets, let your 

detector do the work it was designed for, 

and GO SLOW! 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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FINDS OF THE MONTH 

Most Interesting Artifact: 

 
Mark Liston: Lead Round Ball 

Prize: 1904 S Half dollar 

Most Interesting Jewelry

 

Bill Meyer : Cut Mercury Dime 
Prize: 1852 Three-cent piece 

 

Oldest Coin: 

 

Tim Popp: 1918 Wheat Cent 
Prize: 1881 Morgan One Dollar 

 

 

 

FOM Contest Rules: 

1. Fill out an entry form at the beginning of the 

meeting, and hand it to a member of the 

FOM committee.  

2. Only one entry, per person, is allowed (not 

one entry per category). 

3. Finds must ONLY be from the previous 

month (honor system). 

4. Everyone making a submission will receive 

one point. Category winners will receive 

two points. 
 

Points will be recorded and tallied by the 

FOM committee. At the end of the year, the 

winner will receive a FABULOUS prize. 

 

 

FOM Participant Tally so far:  
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Gateway MD Club 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/ 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
If you want an ad in the 

CLASSIFIEDS  

please send them through: 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 

Club short- and long-sleeved tee 

shirts and fleece hoodies are 

available in various sizes. $15 tee, 

$20 long sleeve, $25 hoodie. See a 

club officer for more information. 

 

WHO WE ARE 

We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETINGS 
We meet on the first Tuesday of  

every month at: 

Missouri Civil War Museum 

1918 Exchange Building 

222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm)  

 

Open to the public! 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/
mailto:detectinghistory@yahoo.com

