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GMDC NEWS 
April 2019 

 

 

“Can you dig it?  

We can!” 

 

Club Email: 

detectinghistory@ 

yahoo.com 

 

Club Officers: 

President 

Susannah Kriegshauser 

 

Vice President 

Mackie Douglas 

 

Treasurer 

Jim Hammond 

 

Secretary 

Casie Spencer 

 

 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
from Susannah 

 

Welcome to a special Civil War Edition! 

 

Wow, things have been hopping for the beginning of our new 

detecting season. From the first Mystery Hunt of the year to 

our fabulously attended meetings to CAT callouts, we have 

started the year with a bang. And we are still going. We just 

concluded the American Battlefield Trust Park Day at the 

museum and we already have our Mystery Hunt #2 coming 

right up. We need to catch our breath--but what fun is that? 

Bring on the hunts, we're ready! 

 

Mark Trout, director of the MCWM, gives a hearty thank you 

to those of you who quite frankly worked their winter fat off 

hauling mulch, shoveling mulch, building bleachers, sweeping, 

planting trees, cutting down trees, and I don't know what all. 

This year we did it the old-fashioned way--without power tools 

or front loaders (but quite frankly, we would all  have preferred 

the power tools. Take a memo for next year--Howard and 

Kathy, no more trips to Florida. If you do, your front loader 

stays here! LOL)  The officers have conferred and those of you 

who participated will receive a bonus--you can put 3 entries in 

the volunteer contest as a thank you for the work you did. And 

a well-meant thank you from your officers. We called on you 

and once again our members worked together for the good of 

others. 

 

Our gold coin (worth $220!) raffle will end in June--did you 

buy your tickets yet? Only 2 more chances to get some---the 

May and June meetings. They sell for $5 a ticket, or buy 5, get 

one free. What a deal! 

 

Once our Mystery Hunt #2 is over, we will be going back to 

our regular monthly hunts for a while. If you have a favorite 

park or area that you would like to suggest, the officers would 

welcome your suggestions.  

 

For those of you new to the club, welcome! Please be sure to 

go on the LINKS page of the website for rules and regulations 

about hunting, and parks that you may not hunt at all. 

 

HAPPY HUNTING! 
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CALENDAR 

 
Feb 05: GMDC Meeting 

 NO HUNT 

Mar 05: GMDC Meeting 

Mar 16: MYSTERY HUNT! 

Mar 23: Metal Detecting Class 

Apr 02: GMDC Meeting 

Apr 06: ABT Park Day 

Apr 13: MYSTERY HUNT! 

Apr 19: Metal Detecting Class 

May 07: GMDC Meeting 

May 11: Monthly Hunt - St. 

Bernadette's 

Jun 04: GMDC Meeting 

Jun 08: Monthly Hunt - TBA 

Jul 02: GMDC Meeting 

Jul 06: Monthly Hunt - TBA 

Aug 06: GMDC Meeting 

Aug 10: Monthly Hunt - TBA 

Sep 03: GMDC Meeting 

Sep 07: BBQ 

Oct 01: GMDC Meeting 

Oct 05: Monthly Hunt -TBA 

Nov 05: GMDC Meeting 

Nov 09: Monthly Hunt -TBA 

Dec 03: Christmas Party! 

  

**All hunt dates are 

weather dependent** 
 

Any questions? You can go 

on the club’s website 
https://gatewaymetal 

detectingclub.com/ 

 

MEETING NOTES 
from Casie 

 

 

Spring is finally here!   

 

Even with the first glimpses of the sun in 

what feels like forever, attendance at the 

April meeting was 39 members and 5 new 

members signed up. 

 

With so many members now, we could 

really, really use your help! Please send us 

your articles, research, or fun stories so others can enjoy them 

in this nifty newsletter! Please send them here:  

 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 

The first gold coin raffle will be ending in June. You still have 

time to play! The coin is worth $220 and the tickets for the 

raffle are $5 per ticket or buy 5, get the 6
th

 free.  

 

As a friendly reminder we do not hunt cemeteries or even 

around them. It gives detecting and detectorists a bad 

reputation. We also do not hunt inside the baseline of ball 

diamonds.  

 

Mark Trout gave an incredible presentation on  

“Civil War Things That Go BOOM!” 

 

With detecting season gearing up it’s a good reminder that the 

black powder used in Civil War era projectiles is still 

combustible. If you discover a questionable find, practice good 

safety measures and don’t try to pick it up and clean it off. Do 

not try to transport it, as that is against Federal law unless you 

have a Federal permit.  If you are in doubt, alert authorities. 

 

50/50:   

$76                              won by Steve Jacober 

Attendance prices:  

1899 Morgan Dollar   won by  Mark Arbuthnot 

1900 Barber Quarter  won by Tom Drummond 

1903 V-nickel              won by Patrick Boos  

 

 

 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/
https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/
mailto:detectinghistory@yahoo.com
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FINDS OF THE MONTH 
 

Most Interesting Artifact                 Most Interesting Jewelry 

           

               Rick Moore: Civil War Belt Buckle                          Scott Phillips: July 1900 silver pin 

                     Prize: 1922 Liberty dollar                               Prize:  1943 Standing Liberty half dollar  

 

Oldest Coin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eric Hanewinkel: 1911 Wheat Cent 

Prize: 1911 V-Nickel 

 

FOM Contest Rules: 

1. Fill out an entry form at the beginning of the meeting, and hand it to a member of the FOM 

committee. 

2. Only one entry, per person, is allowed (not one entry per category). 

3. Finds must ONLY be from the previous month (honor system). 

4. Everyone making a submission will receive one point. Category winners will receive two points. 

 

Points will be recorded and tallied by the FOM committee. At the end of the year, the winner 

will receive a FABULOUS prize. 



pg. 4 
 

GATEWAY MARCH MYSTERY HUNT 
A great day with great company! 

 

 
 

A group of 36 club members enjoyed a wonderful day of detecting  in Alton, Illinois. 

Both the weather and the soil were perfect. Thanks, Scott, for getting us the site! 

 

 

 
 

Lee dug this relic using his new Ace 400.        Rob and Dawn searching the grounds. 
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This 1892 Indian Head was found             The beautiful weather and agreeable soil 

in the same hole that another person         were a welcome change after this winter. 

had abandoned! 

        
 

        
 

Even the frog enjoyed the weather!              Found in the trash dump. 
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How To Identify 

CIVIL WAR BUTTONS 
(material taken from inkspotantiques.com, 

ourpastimes.com) 

 
Military uniform buttons from this period are 

intricate and ornamental, inscribed with 

regimental insignias and state seals. 

Identifying a uniform button from the Civil 

War era (1861 to 1865) requires careful 

scrutiny of different criteria such as design, 

material and manufacturer markings. 

 
Identify the design on the front of the button. 

It should have a state seal, which was 

incorporated into the button on Civil War 

uniforms. 

 

Examine the button composition. Most Civil 

War uniform buttons were made of brass, 

silver plate or pewter. Brass is the most 

common. 

 

Inspect the shank on the back of the button. 

The shank is a small loop used to attach the 

button with thread. The way the shank is 

attached indicates the era in which the button 

was manufactured. Civil War era buttons 

usually show a circular depression at the base 

of the button around the shank. A small, very 

round shank "eye" also indicates a Civil War 

period button. Shanks inset into holes in the 

button didn't happen until after WW I. 

 

Inspect the button's "back mark." This is 

lettering on the back of the button which 

identifies the button manufacturer. Scovill & 

Co. Waterbury, Manufacturing was the most 

prolific military uniform button manufacturer 

during the Civil War. W.H. Horstmann & 

Sons was another popular button maker 

during that era. 

 

 

Timeline of Key US Army General 

Infantry Button Devices 

(Based upon Albert's Record of American 

Uniform Buttons) 

 

General Service 1852-1902: (enlisted men) 

Two-piece buttons with spread eagle and 

lined shield 

1852-1875: shield not raised, coat size 19-20 

mm typ 

1875-1902: shield conspicuously raised, coat 

size is 21 mm 

 
Shields with Letters  

Shield with I : Infantry. Enlisted men, 1821-

1854, officers 1821-1902. 

Shield with A : Artillery. Enlisted men, 1821-

1854, officers 1821-1902. 

Shield with R : Riflemen. Enlisted men, 

1821-1857, officers 1821-1902. 

Shield with C : Calvary, 1855-1902 (officers 

only). 

Shield with D : Dragoons (a light cavalry), 

1836-1854 for enlisted men, officers 1836-

1902. 
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The American Battlefield Trust is a 

nonpartisan, nonprofit organization devoted 

to the preservation of America’s hallowed 

battlegrounds. The Trust seeks to save the 

battlefields connected to the Revolutionary 

War, War of 1812, and the Civil War. 

Through educational programs and heritage 

tourism initiatives, the Trust seeks to inform 

the public about the vital role these 

battlefields played in determining the course 

of our nation’s history.  

Since 1996, the American Battlefield Trust 

has sponsored Park Day, an annual hands-on 

preservation event to help battlefields, 

museums, and historic sites take on 

maintenance projects large and small. 

Activities are chosen by each participating site 

to meet their own particular needs, and can 

range from raking leaves and hauling trash to 

painting signs and trail buildings.  

You can find more information here:  

https://www.battlefields.org/ 

Our club has always been a firm supporter of 

Park Day. Through our efforts, the Missouri 

Civil War Museum has been the beneficiary 

of landscaping, clean-up, and building efforts, 

which in turn make the experience of visitors 

to the museum more pleasant.  

 

Reminders on the Rolla 

Mystery Hunt #2 

The owner requests that we use the Genevieve 

Method. If you don’t know what that is, it is  

essentially showing him absolutely every find and 

every piece of trash so he can decide if he wants 

to keep anything. Take a look at the club website 

under "Genevieve Method" for more 

information. 

You have to be willing to give up any find, that’s 

what the Genevieve Method is all about. That’s 

what got us this hunt site in the first place. If he 

decides to keep back anything, he is putting any 

such items in the Wilson’s Creek Battlefield 

Museum, so you haven’t really lost it. 

If you are registered for this hunt please do not 

say a word to any non-member about it. He does 

not want nighthawkers and we don't either. These 

properties can be a playground for us for years to 

come but only if we keep utterly quiet about it.  

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE DIRECTLY 

FROM THIS SITE WITHOUT GOING 

BACK AND SHOWING THE OWNER 

YOUR FINDS. 

Last year was an amazing time for those who 

went and we want to keep the opportunity open 

for the future. Targets last year were mostly 

around 5-7 inches if not deeper, and sometimes 

deep bullet signals did not sound like they were 

supposed to. Dig everything, and go low and 

slow. 

Don’t Forget: Bring boots and tick spray. Bring 

snacks, lunch, and lots of water. HAVE FUN!!! 

 

 

https://www.battlefields.org/
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Gateway MD Club 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/ 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
If you want an ad in the 

CLASSIFIEDS  

please send them through: 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 

Club short- and long-sleeved tee 

shirts and fleece hoodies are 

available in various sizes. $15 tee, 

$20 long sleeve, $25 hoodie. See a 

club officer for more information. 

WHO WE ARE 

We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MEETINGS 

We meet on the first Tuesday of  

every month at: 

Missouri Civil War Museum 

1918 Exchange Building 

222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm)  

 

Always open to the public! 

 

 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/
mailto:detectinghistory@yahoo.com

