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GMDC NEWS 
October 2019 

 

“Can you dig it?  

We can!” 

 

Club Email: 

detectinghistory@ 

yahoo.com 

 

Club Officers: 

President 

Susannah Kriegshauser 

 

Vice President 

Mackie Douglas 

 

Treasurer 

Jim Hammond 

 

Secretary 

Casie Spencer 

 

 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
from Susannah 

 

I could be writing my usual chirpy column about club doings, 

but I just can't right now. Our club is in dire jeopardy and I just 

don't know what to do about it. After going through the 

October meeting and all of its concerns over the exploding 

membership, it now seems kind of laughable that we went 

through all of that only to face the fact that the club is hanging 

by a single thread and it seems many members don't care. 

 

Asking for nominations for the offices of president, treasurer, 

and (unexpectedly) for secretary seemed like a joke to many of 

you. Most of the room didn't even bother to nominate 

someone who they thought could carry the club forward, and 

some of the rest of you gave in slips with names of "Slim 

Pickins" and other such jokes. Some joke. The people who 

were nominated all chose not to run, which is their right. But 

when asked for a second round of nominations, I had one 

answer for treasurer and one who might or might not and 

didn't know at this time. 

 

I am pretty sure the majority of you think you are too busy to 

serve as an officer. Let me ask you this--do you think your 

current crop of officers have lives different than yours? We all 

have jobs and family obligations, most of us are grandparents 

who babysit the grandkids a bunch, we have outside interests 

and clubs, we travel, we do church activities, we take care of 

our homes--just like you. 

 

Over the last 4 years we officers have worked hard to work all 

the kinks out of running the club. The last hurdle was getting 

liability insurance and we conquered that. There are no more 

big issues to overcome and everything we do has been 

documented and explained for incoming officers. And now 

with no new members coming in, probably for several years, 

the work involved with running that part (maintaining the 

database, sending receipts etc. etc.) is gone. 

 

The November meeting will be our last. The club cannot be 

run with a lone officer. It takes a team. But no one should be 

forced into serving, and you have made it clear that no one 

wants to (except one). So I am proud that we had 4 great years 

and I am very proud of all the officers who served and 

members who helped. Good luck and happy hunting to all. 
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CALENDAR 

Feb 05: GMDC Meeting 

NO HUNT IN FEB 

Mar 05: GMDC Meeting 

Mar 16: MYSTERY 

HUNT! 

Mar 23: Metal Detecting 

Class 

Apr 02: GMDC Meeting 

Apr 06: ABT Park Day 

Apr 13: MYSTERY 

HUNT! 

Apr 19: Metal Detecting 

Class 

May 07: GMDC Meeting 

May 11: Monthly Hunt - 

St. Bernadette's 

Jun 04: GMDC Meeting 

Jun 08: Monthly Hunt - 

Mathilda Park 

Jul 02: GMDC Meeting 

Jul 06: Monthly Hunt - 

Blake Snyder 

Park 

Aug 06: GMDC Meeting 

Aug 10: Monthly Hunt - 

Tower Tee 

Sep 03: GMDC Meeting 

Sep 07: BBQ 

Oct 01: GMDC Meeting 

Oct 05: Monthly Hunt -

Rolla 

Nov 05: GMDC Meeting 

Nov 09: Monthly Hunt -

Relleke Pumpkin 

Patch 

Dec 03: Christmas Party! 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

MEETING NOTES 
from Casie 

 

2019 is flying by, as a club we have grown to over 

125 members and over 45 of those members 

have signed up in this year alone! During our October meeting 

we had 37 members attending.    
 

Since our numbers have grown so high and so fast the club 

decided to cap the membership. Several motions were voted 

on during the meeting to accomplish this. Ultimately the 

decision was made to cap the membership at 90 people. All 

who are currently members will be grandfathered in. This 

means there will be no new members until the attrition count 

of the grandfathered members declines to below 90.  
 

The following motions did NOT pass the voting process: 

o A motion to have an initiation fee of $100 per new 

member. 

o A motion of members losing their membership if they do 

not attend at least 5 meetings. Next motion--4 meetings. 

o A motion of members losing their membership if they do 

not attend at least half the hunts.  
 

Novembers’ hunt will be at Rellecke Pumpkin Patch. Since 

they will be cleaning up the site, the owners have asked that we 

do not begin hunting until 9am and leave no later than noon. 

This hunt is near Pontoon Beach near Granite City, IL, right 

up the road from Cahokia Mounds. 
 

Next month will be the final month to enter for the gold coin 

raffle! It’s $5 per ticket or buy 5.  
 

Nominations for next year’s officers have begun. If you are 

interested, but missed the meeting please email the club to 

volunteer! It’s very rewarding and a lot of fun coming up with 

ideas for the meetings!  Without volunteers the club won’t be 

able to continue.  

 

Treasurer's Report 
 

For the month of September, the club started with a balance of 

$3,322.30.  The club had revenue of $525 and expenditures of 

$380.87. Ending with a balance of 3,466.43 
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FINDS OF THE MONTH 

Interesting Artifact 

 

Bill Meyer: Pin with German inscriptions 

Found with: AT Pro 

Depth: 3’’ 

Prize: 2-Indian head pennies,1880 & 1883 
 

Interesting Jewelry 
 

 
John Westermayer: Aromatherapy Diffuser 

Necklace 

Found with: Equinox 800 

Depth: 1’ 

Prize: 1921 Silver dollar 

 
 

 

Oldest Coin 
 

 

Jim Hammond: Silver Penny estimated 

age1250-700AD  

Found with: Equinox 600 

Depth: 7’’ 

Prize: 1911 V nickel 

 

Contest Rules: 

1. Fill out an entry form at the beginning of the 

meeting, and hand it to a member of the 

FOM committee. 

2. Only one entry, per person, is allowed  

3. (not one entry per category). 

4. Finds must ONLY be from the previous 

month (honor system). 

5. Everyone making a submission will receive 

one point. Category winners will receive two 

points. 

Points will be recorded and tallied by the FOM 

committee. At the end of the year, the winner 

will receive a FABULOUS prize. 
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DID YOU HAVE YOUR 

WHEATIES? 
    By Susannah 

The history of the wheat penny began on 

August 2, 1909, and honored the 100th 

anniversary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln.  
 

Designed by famous sculptor and engraver 

Victor David Brenner, the wheat stalk design 

on the reverse of the coin symbolized our 

nation’s prosperity.  

 

In 1909, there was such 

anticipation over the new 

penny, which replaced the 

Indian head penny, that within 

minutes of the penny’s debut, 

banks ran out of their 

allotments of newly-minted wheaties. Shortly 

thereafter, “sharpers” began selling the pennies 

for two to five cents each to wheatie-

hungry  customers. 
 

The penny had only been out a short while 

when the grumbling started. The public felt that 

Brenner’s initials, VDB, which was centered 

under the wheat stalks, were too prominent. 

Within weeks the US Mint responded by 

erasing  the initials altogether. This move 

created one of the most popular rarities of all 

time, the 1909-S VDB Lincoln cent. 
 

Wheaties would remain without the VDB until 

1918, when they were restored, but in a much 

smaller font and placed under Lincoln’s 

shoulder.  
 

There were several scarce mintings in the 

1920s and 30s, but the rarest is the 1922       

no-D Lincoln cent, a variety that was produced 

when damaged dies bearing the "D" 

designation were polished to the point of 

obliterating the mintmark. 
 

Wheat penny production skyrocketed in the 

1940s (in fact, the Philadelphia mint alone 

struck more than 1 billion pennies for the first 

time in 1944), but for Lincoln wheat cents, the 

decade would be headlined by the one-year 

issue of steel cents in 1943.  

 
 

Steel pennies were minted to help save copper 

for manufacturing cartridge casings in World 

War II. 1943 steel pennies are quite 

common—more than 1 billion were struck in 

total, but they are unique in appearance and 

have long been somewhat of a novelty item 

enjoyed by both seasoned and occasional coin 

collectors alike.  

 

A few bronze 1943 

cents were made in 

error, and the 

following year 

some 1944 steel 

cents were produced by 

a fluke most likely caused by shreds of the 

wrong metal being left behind in the mint's 

coin hoppers. 
 

Most wheaties from the 1950s are common as 

dirt, but be sure to take an extra close look at 

any 1955 pennies you have. Between 20,000 

and 25,000 1955 pennies feature doubling of 

the date and lettering on the obverse, which can 

be worth up to $1000 or more per penny. 
 

In 1958, with the 150th anniversary of 

Lincoln's birth approaching, President Dwight 

Eisenhower approved a new Lincoln cent 

reverse design featuring the Lincoln Memorial. 

Permanently replacing wheaties, the first 

Lincoln Memorial cents were struck on January 

2, 1959, thus ending one of the longest US coin 

series in history. 
from "Coinvalues.com/History of Wheat Pennies"
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FINDING MR. 

SALVETER 
     by Lee Nunnally 

 

 

On 8-28-19, Thomas Rother, Kathy Hesketh, 

and myself went out to detect an old site.  I dug 

a large token-like object 6 inches deep with a 

Garrett 400.   

 

The object front was defaced, but the back was 

inscribed “R.E. Salveter” with an address and 

phone number.  The object turned out to be a 

medical Identification charm. 

 

Kathy conducted an exhaustive investigation 

and located a R.E. Salveter in Marion, 

Indiana.  I then called the Marion, Indiana 

phone number and left a message in regards to 

finding the medical ID charm.  Two days later I 

received a phone call from Barbara Salveter, 

who identified herself as the granddaughter of 

R.E. Salveter.   

 

Barbara stated that she lives in Marion, Indiana, 

where she takes care of her father, Robert 

Salveter, 95 years old.  Ms. Salveter said that 

the medical ID charm belonged to her 

grandfather, R.E. Salveter, who had passed 

away 30 years ago.  

 

 Mr. Salveter had suffered from Parkinson’s 

disease for 10 years before his death and had 

gone blind. Her grandmother had equipped her 

husband  with the medical ID charm in case he 

became lost, because he refused to go into 

assisted living and had remained at home. 

 

Barbara Salveter and her father Robert were 

thrilled to hear about the recovery of the 

medical ID charm.  I then informed Barbara 

that the charm would be mailed to her in 

Marion, Indiana, because that is what 

responsible detectorists do. 

 

 

Four-thousand-year-old 

Bronze Age gold necklace 

is found by metal detector 

enthusiast 
By Milly Vincent from the Daily Mail UK 

 

 

 
A metal detectorist is celebrating the find of a 

lifetime after discovering a beautiful 4,000-

year-old gold torc worth tens of thousands of 

pounds.  

Billy Vaughan, 54, was stunned when he 

unearthed the gleaming 22 carat gold band in a 
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remote field near his home town of 

Whitehaven, Cumbria. 

The Bronze Age piece of twisted jewelry was 

nestled 5ins below the surface. 

Mr Vaughan at first thought it was a piece of 

climbing equipment and it wasn't until he sent a 

photo of it to a fellow detectorist that he 

identified it as a torc. He also showed it to a 

jeweler who said its weight of 11oz of pure 

gold alone had a market value of £11,000.  

With the added historical significance the torc 

is estimated to be worth considerably more 

than this sum.  

 

He said: 'I'd only been detecting six months 

and I was out by myself on a field I must have 

been in dozens of times before, spending seven 

or eight hours going through it. 

'This time I got a strong signal so I dug down 

five inches and saw it. My first reaction was it 

was a piece of climbing equipment, or perhaps 

coupling from a tractor. 

 

'I never thought it could be gold. 

'I carried on detecting for an hour and a half 

before I called my friend and sent him a picture 

of it.   

 

'He said I must come around with it right away 

so I hopped in my car and drove to his house 

with it.   

 

'He was very excited about the find and told me 

to take it to a jeweler’s, who confirmed it was 

11oz of 22 carat gold. 

 

'He said it had a value in gold of £11,000, but it  

was worth a lot more because of its age and 

what it was. 

'I was stunned and gob smacked. I still can't 

believe it.' 

Mr Vaughan, a care worker, has alerted his 

local museum and the coroner who will rule if 

the find is 'treasure' under the Treasure Act 

(1996). 

 

In that instance, he would be legally obliged to 

offer it for sale to a museum at a price set by 

the Treasure Valuation Committee. Mr 

Vaughan said: 'I try not to get ahead of myself 

and think about the money until you get it, but 

it will make a difference. 

 

'To think I was the first person to hold that torc 

in who knows how many years is quite 

something.' 

 

Gold torcs were worn as jewelry around the 

neck or wrist to display wealth and status, often 

being gifted to loved ones. 

Another example which was unearthed in 

Norfolk two years ago was purchased for 

£23,000 by a local museum 
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October’s Mystery hunt! 

 
Off to hunt the woods... 
 

          
         Bobby Lewis enjoying the day, if not the hard soil!  

 

  

Lou Gilbert horning in on Mike Longo's signal! 
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Why is Julie going the wrong way? 
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Gateway MD Club 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/ 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
If you want an ad in the CLASSIFIEDS  

please send them through: 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 

Club short- and long-sleeved tee shirts 

and fleece hoodies are available in 

various sizes. $15 tee, $20 long sleeve, 

$25 hoodie. Zip front hoodie $30 

 See a club officer for more information. 

 

WHO WE ARE 

We are a group of detecting enthusiasts whose 

aim is to get out there and have fun, find 

fellowship, and find and preserve our nation's 

history. We dig responsibly, act respectfully, and 

operate legally.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETINGS 
We meet on the first Tuesday of  

every month at: 

Missouri Civil War Museum 

1918 Exchange Building 

222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm)  

 

 

 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/
mailto:detectinghistory@yahoo.com

