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GMDC NEWS 
November 2019 

 

“Can you dig it?  

We can!” 

 

Club Email: 

detectinghistory@ 

yahoo.com 

 

Club Officers: 

President 

Susannah Kriegshauser 

 

Vice President 

Mackie Douglas 

 

Treasurer 

Jim Hammond 

 

Secretary 

Casie Spencer 

 

 

PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

from Susannah 

 

Well you all know how to make my hair stand on end, don't 

you! It was down to the wire on the question of whether or not 

the club would stay together, since no one wanted to replace 

those of us who were leaving office, and you can't run a club 

without staff. But Lee, Jim, and Julie bravely stepped up to fill 

the breach and we can now enjoy more years of a great club. 

 

Although it was mighty cold (we should call it the Diehard 

Hunt!), those of us who went on the Relleke Pumpkin Patch 

hunt all found stuff, mostly clad. Figures, since the grounds are 

covered with people dropping money all through October. See 

the pictures on the Interesting Finds page. 

 

Our next big event is the annual Christmas Party. If you haven't 

already, please let us know ASAP if you are coming and how 

many. We already have over half the club coming, so it will be 

a great night for meeting and greeting old friends. Get your 

reservations in so that we can get prizes, tables, and water lined 

up. Bring some snacks to share and any beverage you would 

like. We have some special decorations this year which I know 

you will like.  

 

Finally, I just want to say that I would not change a minute of 

my four+ years leading this club (well, OK, maybe some of the 

dud hunt sites LOL!!) Without the help of the original 8 

members, and then all of you as you joined, I would still be 

wandering parks on my own, wishing I had someone to talk 

detecting with. Every time we officers needed help, you were 

there with either volunteer help, or hunt sites, or ideas. We 

didn't know beans about starting a club, but you people made it 

easy. I am just so proud of what we have all accomplished, and 

I will be excited to sit in the audience and see where the new 

crop of officers will be taking this wonderful body of people 

that we call the best detecting entity in St. Louis-- 

GATEWAY METAL DETECTING CLUB 

HAPPY HUNTING! 
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CALENDAR 

Feb 05: GMDC Meeting 
NO HUNT IN FEB 
Mar 05: GMDC Meeting 
Mar 16: MYSTERY HUNT! 
Mar 23: Metal Detecting Class 
Apr 02: GMDC Meeting 
Apr 06: ABT Park Day 
Apr 13: MYSTERY HUNT! 
Apr 19: Metal Detecting Class 
May 07: GMDC Meeting 
May 11: Monthly Hunt - St. 

Bernadette's 
Jun 04: GMDC Meeting 
Jun 08: Monthly Hunt  

Jul 02: GMDC Meeting 
Jul 06: Monthly Hunt  
Aug 06: GMDC Meeting 
Aug 10: Monthly Hunt  
Sep 03: GMDC Meeting 
Sep 07: BBQ 
Oct 01: GMDC Meeting 
Oct 05: Monthly Hunt  
Nov 05: GMDC Meeting 
Nov 09: Monthly Hunt  
Dec 03: Christmas Party! 
  

 

*NO HUNT IN DEC, JAN, 

OR FEB. 

NO MTG IN JAN* 
 

 

Any questions?  

Check out the club’s website 
https://gatewaymetaldetectingc

lub.com/ 

 

 

MEETING NOTES 
from Casie 

 

Our last club meeting of the year was 

held on the 9
th

 of November; it’s hard to 

believe that another year has passed us 

by. We had 39 members attend and no guests.  
 

Votes were held for the next round of officers. A HUGE 

THANK YOU to everyone who volunteered. Without you 

the club would have folded.  

All volunteers were unanimously voted in. 

 Lee Nunnally volunteered to be President for the next 2 

years. 

 Jim Hammond volunteered to continue acting as Treasurer 

for the next 2 years. 

 Mackie Douglas will continue his tenure as Vice President 

for his remaining year. 

 Julie Wheatley volunteered to be Secretary for the 

remaining year, replacing Casie who had to leave.  
 

Under the direction of the Treasurer the Hospitality table will 

be run for the next two years by: 

 Scott Phillips 

 Eric Hanewinkel 

 Dave Scott 
 

With alternates being served by:  

 Bill Meyer 

 John Westermayer 

 

 If you want to pay your dues early, please mail them to the 

club. You can find details for where to mail and the form we 

need on the club website under the MEMBERSHIP tab.  
 

Thank you all for a wonderful year, and hope to see you at the 

Christmas party!  
 

Treasurer's Report 
 

For the month of October, the club started with a balance of 

$3,600.43.  The club had revenue of $128.19 and 

expenditures of $103. Ended with a balance of $3,625.62. 

A copy of the full report is available upon request from the 

treasurer. 
 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/
https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/
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FINDS OF THE MONTH 

Interesting Artifact 
 

 

Julie Wheatley: Pidgeon leg band  

Prize: 1887 Silver Dollar 
 

 

 

 

Interesting Jewelry 
 

 
John Westermayer: Heart earring  

Prize: 1922 Silver Dollar 

 

Oldest Coin 
 

 

 

 

Erik Hanewinkel: Appears to be 1884 dime 

Prize: 1945 Walking Liberty Half Dollar  

 

Contest Rules: 

1. Fill out an entry form at the beginning of 

the meeting, and hand it to a member of 

the FOM committee. 

2. Only one entry, per person, is allowed  

(not one entry per category). 

3. Finds must ONLY be from the previous 

month (honor system). 

4. Everyone making a submission will receive 

one point. Category winners will receive 

two points. 

Points will be recorded and tallied by the 

FOM committee. At the end of the year, the 

winner will receive a FABULOUS prize. 
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Holiday Party! 

 

Our annual club Holiday Party will be held on 

Tuesday, December 3rd (during the regular 

meeting date, place, and time). If you haven’t 

yet, send your RSVP to the club email to join 

us in some Holiday Fun!!  

 

Volunteer Contest –  prizes  

will be given away by a random draw of 

everyone who has participated this year  

and submitted valid volunteer slips. 

 

Finds of the Month Awards – the committee 

will be handing out awards for the top 3 point 

earners. 

 

Fundraiser Raffle – the winner for the  

gold coin raffle will be pulled. 

 

Food – bring some to share! Water will be 

provided by the club. Bring your own 

beverages if you’d like something other  

than water. 

 

Museum Donation – our club will be giving 

Mark Trout a donation to the Civil War 

Museum in recognition of his generosity in 

letting us use the facilities throughout the year. 
 

Attendance Prizes – just show up at the party 

and you’ll have a chance of winning one of 

several attendance prizes. 

 

 

 

 

Write us an In the Loupe article.  

Let us know how you got into detecting, what 

you like about it, favorite finds, hunting 

adventures, etc. It only needs to be a couple of 

paragraphs. We like pictures too! Submit your 

article to detectinghistory@yahoo.com  and 

we’ll publish your work here in this spiffy 

newsletter 

Pennies for Poverty 

This year our Pennies 

for poverty drive 

raised a total of 

$56.89.  
 

 

mailto:detectinghistory@yahoo.com
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C.A.T. Success Story 

 

A 

community member reached out asking for 

help locating a ring that definitely has a lot of 

sentimental value--her husband’s wedding 

band! He lost it during soccer practice at 

Concordia Seminary.  

 She had already asked multiple people to help 

to no avail and even considered renting a metal 

detector. 

She came across our site and emailed the CAT 

team for help.  

Ron Prebianca took the CAT callout and found 

the lost ring!  Great job, Ron!! 

 

Metal detector enthusiast 

finds 1,000-year-old coins 

worth $60K 

 By Chris Ciaccia | Fox News 

 

A metal detector enthusiast in England has 

stumbled upon a treasure trove of silver coins 

believed to be 1,000 years old and worth about 

$60,000. 

 

Fifty-year-old 

Don Crawley, a 

native of 

Suffolk, found 

the 99 coins, 

which include 

pennies and 

half pennies, 

after making 

his first visit to a 

farmer's land. 

"It was my first 

visit to this 

farmer’s land in 

in Suffolk," 

Crawley said in a Dix Noonan Web auctions 

press release obtained by Fox News. "After 

walking up an incline in the field, my XPDeus 

detector gave off a strong signal and within a 

short space of time I had recovered over 93 

coins." 

 

He added that he found another six coins after 

the Finds Liaison Officer (FLO) was called in 

to investigate the site, which turned out to be 

an ancient Saxon church. Crawley said that he 

has been an amateur metal detector enthusiast 

for 30 years, but had never come upon a find 

like this. 

 
There are 81 pennies and 18 cut half-pennies in 

total. DNW noted that there are two types of 



pg. 6 

 

coins, a Crux type [having a design of the 

Southern Star--ed.] and a Long Cross type, 

which the auction house said means they were 

buried between 997 and 1003 A.D. 

 

"It is therefore possible this hoard could have 

been buried in AD 999 as penitence when the 

new millennium raised fears of a judgement 

day," DNW said in its release. 

 

After Crawley collected the hoard, the coins 

were taken to the British Museum where they 

were identified as silver pennies from the reign 

of King Aethelred II, who reigned over the 

country from 978-1016. 

 

"Aethelred is renowned in history as the 

Unrede or 'unready' because of the weakness of 

his government," the statement adds. "Viking 

raids of increasing magnitude forced the King 

to pay tribute as Danegeld to try to stop them 

attacking, but to no avail." 

 

DNW’s Antiquities specialist Nigel Mills said 

in the release the hoard of coins comes from 

two mints, including "Melton Mowbray and a 

previously unrecorded mint." 

 

"The coin reads 'Dreng mo Lude' which 

translates as Dreng moneyer in Louth, which is 

in Lincolnshire," Mills added. DNW has given 

a "provisional estimate for the hoard" at 

$37,000-$61,000, or £30,000-£50,000. 

 

The coins will be sold at auction on Dec. 4 and 

Dec. 5. 

 

Celtic Torcs 
By Casie S.  

The Celts left a 

long lasting 

imprint on history 

and one of the 

more interesting 

artifacts still found 

are torcs. 

These are Iron and Bronze Age necklaces that 

circle the base of the neck. Torcs can be made 

from twisted strands of metal with some later 

examples made from solid metal or even 

hollow tubes.   

 

Most torcs are open at one side, although a few 

designs had hook and ring closures or 

interlocking catches to close them. 

 

 

The Roman Titus Manlius in 361 BC 

challenged a Gaul to single combat, killed him, 

and then took his torc. Because he always wore 

it, he received the nickname Torquatus (the one 

who wears a torc) and it was adopted by his 

family. After this, Romans adopted the torc as 

a decoration for distinguished soldiers and elite 

units during Republican times. 
 

Torcs have been found throughout Europe, and 

are a lasting reminder of the craftsmanship of 

the ancient Celtic peoples.   
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Gateway MD Club 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/ 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
If you want an ad in the CLASSIFIEDS  

please send them through: 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 

Club short- and long-sleeved tee shirts 

and fleece hoodies are available in 

various sizes. $15 tee, $20 long sleeve, 

$25 hoodie. Zip front hoodie $30 

 See a club officer for more information. 

 

WHO WE ARE 

We are a group of detecting enthusiasts whose 

aim is to get out there and have fun, find 

fellowship, and find and preserve our nation's 

history. We dig responsibly, act respectfully, and 

operate legally.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETINGS 
We meet on the first Tuesday of  

every month at: 

Missouri Civil War Museum 

1918 Exchange Building 

222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm)  

 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/
mailto:detectinghistory@yahoo.com

