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1873 INDIAN HEAD PENNY FOUND BY: SCOTT PHILLIPS  IN THIS ISSUE 

I want to thank all the members who 
voted for me at our November meeting.  
I look forward to serving as your 
President for the 2020 and 2021 terms.  I 
also want to thank the club members 
who stepped-up to serve for the 
Treasurer and Secretary positions.  
 
For the members who have not had the 
good fortune to meet or know me, I 
would like to tell you a little about 
myself. 
 
I was born and raised in St. Louis, 
Missouri.  I have been married for 47 
years and have three daughters.  First of 
all, I am a United States Marine Corps 
Veteran, for which I am most proud.  
Secondly, I am a retired Sergeant for the 
St. Louis Metropolitan Police 
Department. Furthermore, a Webster 
University graduate with an MBA in  
Administration of Justice.  In addition to 
serving as President for several civic 
organizations, I am a Melvin Jones 
Fellow in the Lions Clubs International. I 
have been metal detecting since the 

1970’s, when we did not have hand held 
pin pointers. 
 
I have several ideas and plans for 2020.  
My goal is for all members to enjoy the 
fun and excitement of metal detecting.  I 
want your in-put, because as they say, 
two heads are better than one!  We have 
over 100 heads with a vast amount of 
knowledge and experience.   
 
For  those of you, who are on FaceBook, 
I have created a FB Group called the 
Gateway Metal Detectorists, which is a 
closed group.  I want all members to join 
our FB Group.  Once you have joined, 
you can communicate with each other 
by messaging a group or individual.  You 
can post your Finds of the Month and 
post anything related to metal 
detecting. 
 
Thanks again. I want to thank the 2019 
Board Members, Susannah(President), 
Mackie (Vice President), Jim (Treasurer) 
and Cassie(Secretary) for a great year.  I 
look forward to another great year. 

 

 

Elongated Coins 
Nina MacDonald attended our February 4th meeting to 

do a  presentation on Elongated Coins. Page 3 

 

Sears Statue of Liberty Medallion 
Article about the Sears Statue of Liberty 

Commemorative Medallion. Page 4 

President's Corner 
by Lee Nunnally 
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At our February 4th meeting we had 17 finds 

submitted and at our March 3rd meeting we 

had 13 finds submitted by our club members. 

FEBRUARY 
Oldest Coin: 
Scott Phillips-1873 Indian Head Penny 
Prize Won-1923 Liberty (Peace) Silver Dollar 
 
Jewelry: 
Jim Gansner-Silver Ring 
Prize Won-WWII Commemorative Token 
 
Interesting Relic: 
Dan Harvey-War of 1812 Artillery Button 
Prize Won-1921 Morgan Silver Dollar 
 

MARCH 
Oldest Coin: 
Dan Harvey-Shield Nickel 
Prize Won-1936 Mercury Dime 
 
Jewelry: 
Monroe Bragg-Ring 
Prize Won-1942 Walking Liberty Half Dollar 
 
Interesting Relic: 
Robert Politte-Bird Whistle 
Prize Won-1889 Morgan Silver Dollar 
 

 

FOM Contest Rules: 

1. Fill out an entry form at the beginning of 
the meeting, and hand it to a member of 
the FOM committee. 

2. Only one entry, per person, is allowed 
(not one entry per category). 

3. Finds must ONLY be from the previous 
month (honor system). 

4. Everyone making a submission will 
receive one point. Category winners will 
receive two points. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FEBRUARY ATTENDANCE PRIZES 
 

John Quinn- 1921 Morgan Silver Dollar 
 
Kathy Hesketh-$100 Banknote Federal 
Reserve Commemorative Token 
 
Dan Harvey- American Mint Sacagawea 
Dollar Commemorative Coin 
 

FEBRUARY 50/50 WINNER 
 
Jason Clifton- $65.00 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MARCH ATTENDANCE PRIZES 
 
Russell Bowman- 1938 Mercury Dime 
 
Robert Politte- 1945 Mercury Dime 
 
Jim Gansner-1963 Franklin Half Dollar 
 

MARCH 50/50 WINNER 
 
Rick Crowell- $77.00 
  
  

FINDS OF THE MONTH SUBMISSIONS 

Points will be recorded and 
tallied by the FOM committee. 
At the end of the year, the 
winner will receive a 
FABULOUS prize. 

 

FINDS OF THE MONTH 

ATTENDANCE PRIZE AND 50/50 WINNERS 

This Bale Seal was found by a club 
member. Have you ever found one 
of these? I bet you have and didn't 
know it! Come see our presentation 
on Bale Seals at the next meeting 
to learn more. 
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SEND YOUR PICTURES FOR THE WEBSITE 

 

Pat Reece, dug this button type artifact 6-8 
inches deep, using her AT Max.  

 

Kathy Hesketh, recovered these relics at an 
old site.  Buckle, pistol shot, round ball and 
pigeon ring.  Dug 10-12 inches deep, with a 
Deus detector. 

COIN FUN FACTS 
 

There was a nickelless nickel.... During World 
War II (1942 to 1945), the five-cent coin was made 
of an alloy of copper, manganese, and silver. 
Nickel was kept aside for use in the war effort. 

The buffalo was once a newcomer.... When the 
bison appeared on the Buffalo nickel (1913 to 
1938), it was the first animal on a circulating 
American coin that was not an eagle. This 
newcomer kept its status as the only non-eagle 
animal until the 50 State Quarters Program 
introduced more animals (and more buffalo) in 
1999. 

The nickel’s name is unique.... It's the only U.S. 
coin that is called by its metal content—even 
though the metal alloy in a nickel is only 25 
percent nickel. The rest is copper. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Source: www.usmint.gov/learn 

 
 

 

The earliest known elongated coins were 
produced for the 1893  Colombian 
exhibition in Chicago.   There were 
subsequent issues put out during fairs 
and festivals until about the early 1960s. 
This is the period of elongated coin 
called the 'oldies'.  These were rolled on 
what are called 'attended machines'.   A 
person will operate the machine and 
crank out the souvenir for you. 

In the 1960s there was the emergence of 
private rollers. This is called the time of 
the 'modern elongateds'.  They would 
figure out a design,  usually insets like 
the Ten Commandments or Burma 
shave or beam bottles and  have it 
engraved and roll it privately and then 
issue them through mail order.  This was 
when the elongated collectors club, TEC, 
was formed by Dottie Dow,  considered 
the grandmother of the hobby. I met her 
at a stamp and coin show  I attended 
with my grandfather when I was 11 and 
was very impressed with these metal 
gems.  This was when I started 
collecting. My grandfather gifted me 
with several from the 1904 Fair and I 
have gone on to collect 25 of the 26 we 
know to exist.   Over the years I sent for 
many through the mail order process 
and then the 1st machine I ever rolled on 
was in the late 1970s at a Stuckey's in 
Oklahoma while traveling on vacation. 

 

The self serve rolling machines, where 
you could roll your own started in the 
early 1970s and became widely 
distributed in the 1980s.    With the 
emergence of so many machines, the 
time period we are now in is called 
'contemporary elongateds'. 

They are great souvenirs.   The design is 
engraved with recessed relief (or 
debossed) onto a die ring and then the 
coin goes through 2 rollers to emboss 
the design.  

Some people that collect like to use the 
pre 1982 pennies because of their higher 
copper content.  Some collectors like to 
use shiny new pennies. Whatever your 
preference, it is a fun souvenir and good 
way to save memories. 

If you want to clean the copper pennies  
you can use catsup or hot sauce or 
commercial  products like NEVR DULL.   
This is not advisable for zinc pennies 
(post 1982) because it can remove what 
little copper is on them so a #2 pencil 
eraser can usually do the trick.  

Thank you for inviting me to speak to 
the group.  I enjoyed everyone I had 
discussions with during and after the 
meeting.  Great bunch of people. 
 

 

 

Elongated Coins 
by Nina MacDonald 

"Some people that collect 
like to use the pre 1982 
pennies because of their 
higher copper content."   



GMDC NEWSLETTER | Winter/Spring 2020  4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The artwork “Liberty Enlightening the 
World”, more commonly known as the 
“Statue of Liberty”, was given to the 
United States in 1886 by the Paris-based 
Franco-American Union. Made of pure 
copper on a framework of steel, the 
statue greeted arrivals to the US as an 
immediately recognizable icon. 
 
The Statue of Liberty was the 
beneficiary of one of the earliest “let’s 
do it for the cause” marketing 
campaigns. After almost 100 years, the 
statue was in dire need of renovation. 
The French-American Committee for 
the Restoration of the Statue of Liberty 
was established in 1981. After initial 
structural reports showed more 
extensive damage than thought, the 
Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island 
Foundation (SL/EIF) was formed to raise 
the much-needed additional private 
funding to cover restoration to both the 
Statue and Ellis Island. Other 
organizations also campaigned for 
donations, such as American Express 
which donated one penny to the 
restoration for every purchase made 
with their card. More than $295 million 

in total was raised, with $86 million used 
exclusively for the Statue. All funds were 
contributed by individual citizens and 
corporations. Although the Statue and 
its surrounds are designated as a 
National Park, no government money 
was used. 

 
In 1982, the SL/EIF recognized that they 
needed to raise money even quicker so 
that the restoration of the Statue would 

be finished by its centennial date of 
 July 4, 1986. In conjunction with the 
Sears Roebuck Company (which was 

celebrating its own bi-centennial) they 
decided to mint a run of medallions 
whose composition included original 
material that was removed from the 
Statue during the renovation. 
 
One side featured the Statue’s face, 
with an inscription, “Contains 
Authentic Material” “Liberty” “1886 
Centennial 1986” “1982 SL/EIF, Inc”. 

 The reverse read “Celebrating Sears 
New Century 1886 - 1986” inside of a 
decorative “100”. 
 

These medallions today are not 
especially rare, but they are always fun 
to find. They sell for around $15-20. 
 

 

 

  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Medallion from the collection of 
Susannah Kriegshauser. Source: 
CollectorsWeekly.com 
 

Sears Statue of Liberty 
Commemorative Medallion 
by Susannah Kriegshauser 
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A LITTLE TOWN IN THE 

SOUTH OF FRANCE 
by Julie Wheatley 

 

About 8 years ago, my nephew and his wife 

moved to France. Just recently he purchased 

his first metal detector and I asked him about 

some of his finds.  He agreed to answer some 

questions for the newsletter. 

 

GMDC:  Can you tell us a little about 
yourself and how you started metal 
detecting? How long have you been 
detecting? 

Kristopher N.: I have been detecting for 
3 years with a Garrett AT Pro.  I have 
always wanted to go detecting and was 
probably influenced by the Boy Scouts (I 
am an Eagle Scout) as we were always 
camping and exploring historical sites.  I 
finally bought a detector when I moved 
to France.  I am a professional artist and 
this type of life gives me the extra time 
to go detecting.  My first time out I 
found a button from the Napoleonic War 
(1812) and a Louis the 16th coin (1790) 
and some other coins from the 1920's.  
This was a great motivation to continue 
and to learn how to use the equipment. 
 
GMDC:  What are some of your most 
interesting  finds? 

Kristopher N.: Some of my most 
interesting finds are always Roman 
coins, a beautiful pocket watch winder 
and Roman era lead seals.  The biggest 
surprise that I have found was when I 
was detecting in a 1000 year old 
chateau, which was in a very poor state, 
just could barely make out the walls.  
While detecting I always take the trash 
with me and when I get home have a 
closer look.  This time I found what 
looked like a beer cap bent in half, so I 
put it with the rest of the trash and when 
I got home thought the metal looked 
like bronze, so I kept it.   A while later I 
almost threw it away but decided to 
open it up. Hidden inside was the top of 
a silver ring that someone a long time 
ago put inside this piece of bronze.  That 
was a big surprise and also a lesson to 
always take a closer look at what I find. 
 

GMDC:  What are some of your 
most interesting places you have 
hunted? 
 
Kristopher N.: The places I really 
enjoy detecting are in the South of 
France.  There were many different 
civilizations that lived, worked, and 
transported goods in this area, so 
there is always something to find.  In 
this area there is a lot of sand in the soil 
so it is easy to dig.  I also enjoy the 
North-East of Spain in the olive tree 

groves.  
 
GMDC:  What advice would 
you give to someone just 
starting with the hobby? 
 
Kristopher N.: The advice I 
always give someone who 
wants to detect is simple, 
buy a base level detector 
and go.  The first time you 
dig a hole and see a coin 
you will be automatically 
hooked, then from there 
you can add or change 
your equipment.  It is a great way to 
intimately interact with nature and to 
learn about where you go.  Also, I keep a 
journal for writing about that day 
detecting and describing my finds, doing 
rubbings of coins.  You can go back to 
identify things later and it will act as a 
guide for future outings. 
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The American Battlefield Trust is a 
nonpartisan, nonprofit organization 
devoted to the preservation of 
America’s hallowed battlegrounds. 
The Trust seeks to save the 
battlefields connected to the 
Revolutionary War, War of 1812, and 
the Civil War. Through educational 
programs and heritage tourism 
initiatives, the Trust seeks to inform 
the public about the vital role these 
battlefields played in determining 
the course of our nation’s history.  

Since 1996, the American Battlefield 
Trust has sponsored Park Day, an 
annual hands-on preservation event 
to help battlefields, museums, and 
historic sites take on maintenance 
projects large and small. Activities 
are chosen by each participating site 
to meet their own particular needs, 
and can range from raking leaves 
and hauling trash to painting signs 
and trail buildings.  

You can find more information here:  

https://www.battlefields.org/ 

Our club has always been a firm 
supporter of Park Day. Through our 
efforts, the Missouri Civil War 
Museum has been the beneficiary of 
landscaping, clean-up, and building 
efforts, which in turn make the 
experience of visitors to the museum 
more pleasant. 

 

AROUND TOWN 

 

Kindness All Around Us 

 by Lee Nunnally 

 

 I have a great story I want to share. I 
was recently in a coin store, 
shopping for coins to give-out as 
prizes for the Club. A fellow 
member, Tom R. was with me. 

I was wearing my Marine Logo cover 
(hat for civilians), talking to Tom, 
when a wonderful lady, apparently 
overheard our conversation. She 
thanked me for my service, which is 
the ultimate best compliment 
anyone can give a Veteran. She 
asked, if we were interested in coins 
and we informed her (JoAnn M.), 
that we were shopping for coins for 
the club. 

When she found-out I am a retired 
LEO, JoAnn again thanked me for 
my service. Without wavering, Jo 
Ann insisted on me to please take 
some coins and tokens, as 
appreciation, for our club. JoAnn 
persisted, so I finally received the 
coins and tokens, which are pictured. 

I am glad Tom was present, because 
people may not believe this story. 

This shows that there are plenty of 
great patriotic people in this country. 
Jo Ann is a great example of a kind, 
generous and decent person. Jo Ann 
is active in the St. Dominic Savio 
Church. Turns out that we live in the 
same neighborhood, within walking 
distance of each other’s home. I just 
wanted to share this heart- warming, 
patriotic story with everyone. 

 

CLUB CALENDAR 

Feb 04: GMDC Meeting 
 NO HUNT 

Mar 03: GMDC Meeting 
Mar 14: MYSTERY HUNT! 

 Cancelled Due to 
Weather 

Apr 04: ABT Park Day 
Postponed 

Apr 07: GMDC Meeting 
Cancelled 

Apr 11: MYSTERY HUNT! 
(1 Hour Drive) 

May 2: MYSTERY HUNT! 
(4 Hour Drive) 

May 05: GMDC Meeting 
  

Jun 04: GMDC Meeting 
Jun 08: 1st Annual Jack Kountz 

Honor Hunt 
Jul 02: GMDC Meeting 
Jul 06: Monthly Hunt - TBA 

Aug 06: GMDC Meeting 
Aug 10: Monthly Hunt - TBA 
Sep 03: GMDC Meeting 
Sep 07: CLUB BBQ 
Oct 01: GMDC Meeting 
Oct 05: Monthly Hunt -TBA 
Nov 05: GMDC Meeting 
Nov 09: Monthly Hunt -TBA 
Dec 03: Christmas Party! 

 

Calendar Notice 
The coronavirus (COVID-19) continues 
to affect our communities. 

Please note that activities, meetings, 
and hunts  may be cancelled or 
rescheduled from the original dates. We 
will continue to update our website as 
we receive information.  

 

 

 

 

 

American Battlefield Trust 
 Park Day April 4, 2020 

(Postponed)  

https://www.battlefields.org/
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Meeting Notes  
 

February 4th Meeting: 

Attendance:    49 members  
 

Club Insurance: 
-Several companies were contacted 
regarding insurance for the club. 
-State Farm came in with the lowest 
premium quote at $325 a year with a 
$1,000 deductible for Liability and 
Bodily Injury. 
- The club voted unanimously to 
purchase the insurance from the 
State Farm quote. 
 

Treasurer's Report: 
End of year 2019 -$3,253.62 
Currently as of Feb 4, 2020- $3,551. 12 

 

Upcoming club activities for the 
new year:  
-Catered BBQ Picnic for members 
and their families. $8.00 per person, 
children under 12 free.  
-The picnic will have a seeded hunt 
this year. 
-Catered Christmas Party 
 

Open Issues: 
-Membership Dues for 2020 are due. 
-Volunteer Sign up forms are 
available at the sign up table for the 
CAT Team and Battlefield Clean up 
day April 4th. 
-We now have a  Facebook Group for 
the club called Gateway Metal 
Detectorists. All members using 
Facebook are encouraged to join the 
group. 
 

New Business: 
The club has a new P.O. Box address.  
Mail may be sent to : GMDC, P.O. 
Box 230098, St. Louis, MO 63123 

Guest Speaker/Presentation: 
Our guest speaker was Nina 
MacDonald who did a presentation 
on elongated coins. 

 

March 3rd Meeting: 

Attendance:   47 members  

 

Club Insurance: 
-Liability and Bodily Injury insurance 
has been purchased for the club. 
 

Treasurer's Report: 
Previous Report  Feb 4 2020 -$3,551.12 
Currently as of Mar 3, 2020- $4,308. 96 

 

Open Issues: 
- Membership Dues are required to 
be in good standing as of March 3 
meeting. 
 
-We currently have 73 renewed 
memberships, membership will 
reopen for new members. 
 
- Battlefield Clean up day will be 
April 4th. Be sure to include your 
shirt size on sign-up sheet.   
  
- Email if you need directions for 
Rolla hunt on March 14th. 
 
- Sign- up sheets are available for the 
upcoming Mystery Hunts in March, 
April and May.  
 

New Business: 
Reminder to everyone that we are 
guests  at the Exchange Building. We 
do not want to abuse the privileges  
of using the facility.  Please be 
respectful when using the facility. 

Guest Speaker/Presentation: 
No guest speaker or presentation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want an ad in the 
CLASSIFIEDS  

please send them through: 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

WHO WE ARE 

We are a group of detecting 
enthusiasts whose aim is to get 
out there and have fun, find 
fellowship, and find and preserve 
our nation's history. We dig 
responsibly, act respectfully, and 
operate legally. We invite you to 
join us. You won't be 
disappointed! 

  

CLUB MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN 
FOR NEW MEMBERS! 

$30 Per Person/$25 each 
additional family member 

 

MEETINGS 

We meet on the first Tuesday of  
every month at: 

Missouri Civil War Museum 

1918 Exchange Building 

222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm)  

Always open to the public! 

  

mailto:detectinghistory@yahoo.com
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"Can you dig it?  
We can!” 

 
Club Email: 

detectinghistory@ 
yahoo.com 

 
Club Address: 

P.O. Box 230098 
St. Louis, MO 63123 

 
Club Officers: 

President- Lee Nunnally 
Vice President- Mackie Douglas 

Treasurer- Jim Hammond 
Secretary- Julie Wheatley 
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