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President's Corner 
by Lee Nunnally 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

I want to wish everyone a Happy New 
Year.  My resolution for the New Year is 
to do more, bigger and better than 2020.  
I plan to Improvise, Adapt and 
Overcome, in 2021.  That rhymes, how 
about that. 

We are planning on having a club Zoom 
meeting in February.  Instructions for 
members will follow.  Our Club meeting 
location, at the Missouri Civil War 
Museum is tentatively going to open on 
March 1st.  On March 20th we are 
planning a huge Mystery Hunt, that will 
be seeded with over 150 coins, one 
hundred years old and older.  The hunt 
will be for Current Club members who 
are on the 2021 membership roster.    

We are planning on having the annual 
Club BBQ/Picnic in September, at the 
same location as last year.  We will try to 
have a bigger and better picnic for 2021, 
which is a huge task compared to last 
year.  I hope we can have our Christmas 
Party, which would be something to look 
forward to. 

Please check the Club Calendar for 2021.  
We have several hunts, some being 
seeded.  We have other activities and 
hunts, as they become available.  We are 
always looking for new Hunt sites for the 
club.  Members, who provide a hunt site 
for the Club will be rewarded for doing 
so.  The Club has had new cards made, 
so at our first in-person meeting, be sure 
to obtain some.  At our first in-person 
meeting, we will have our sign-up sheets 
for Club Committees and Teams.  I wish I 
could tell you when that will occur. 

No one knows how the Pandemic is 
going to be in 2021.  In the meantime, I 
want everyone to be safe, practice social 
distancing and/or wear a face mask.  I 
have been informed I am in Phase 1B, to 
receive the vaccine.  They are presently 
in Phase 1A in the State of Missouri.  I 
plan on getting the vaccine when it 
becomes available and I highly 
recommend everyone to do the same.  I 
understand you may need to carry a 
vaccine pass port in the future.   

Finally, the Mission of our Club is to be 
Ambassadors to the hobby of metal 
detecting, Preserve History, Recover and 
return lost items to their respective 
owners and have fun while doing so.  
See you in the fields. 

Lee Nunnally, President - GMDC 

 

 

Mystery Hunt, Reeds, Missouri  
On  Saturday, May 30, 2020, we held our first club hunt 

of the year. Page 2 

 

1st Annual Jack Kountz Honor 
Hunt 
On Saturday, June 6, 2020, we held the 1st Annual Jack 

Kountz Honor Hunt. Page 3 
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We  held our first club hunt of the year 
on May 30th. It was a Mystery Hunt 
located in Reeds, Missouri.  We had 30 
members attend the hunt. The property 
owner was very pleased with our 
recoveries and the way club members 
conducted themselves.  

The property has been in the owner's 
family for over 200  years. He thought 
there may have been some Civil War 
activity on the property. However, no 
Civil War relics were recovered, but we 
did manage to recover a table full of 
modern relics. Club member Lou Gilbert 
recovered a 1861 Indian Head Penny 
which the property owner allowed him 
to keep. Way to go Lou! The weather 
was just perfect and as you can see from 
the pictures the property was pristine. 

  

 

 

 

  

Old Firetruck  found by  

John Westermeyer   

1861 Indian Head Penny found by Lou Gilbert 

 

FIRST CLUB HUNT FOR 2020 

Club member Tom R. giving the property owner a 
stained glass treasure box that he made. 
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1st Annual Jack Kountz 
Honor Hunt 

On June 6, 2020 we held our 1st Annual 

Jack Kountz Honor Hunt. We had a fun 

day hunting to honor our distinguished 

club member Jack Kountz. This was our 

first  seeded hunt full of fun and prizes! 

We also enjoyed frozen custard from 

Ted Drewes.  A big thank you to Jack 

Kountz for all you do for our club! Hope 

you enjoyed your special day. 
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More Photos from 1st 

Annual Jack Kountz 

Honor Hunt  
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August 15th Mystery 

Hunt 

We held a club mystery hunt in New 

Melle, Missouri on August 15, 2020. 

The property owner was quite 

impressed with the multiple tables 

we filled!  The owner has invited our 

club back for 2021.  
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For those members new to the 

GMDC , C.A.T. stands for 

Community Assistance Team.  When 

members of the community have a 

lost item that needs to be recovered, 

they contact our club to try to 

recover the item.   

 

 

 

  

C.A.T.  CALLS FOR 2020 

Lee N. went out with Tom R. and Russell B. to 
search for a lost ring. Michelle said her husband 
lost his wedding band during yard work on 
Monday. On Tuesday, we searched for the ring, 
detecting the front yard for a half hour. Tom R. 
noticed some flowers had recently been planted 
in a hanging planter. Tom R. found the ring in the 
planter with his pin pointer. The couple were 
extremely happy the ring was recovered. This is 
what we do! 

Tom R., Russell B., Rebekah B. and Lee N. 
went out  to search for a lost wedding band.   
We detected for 3 hours, to no avail.  We 
promised the owner we would return.  A few 
days later the weather was good, so Tom R., 
Russell B., Rick C., Kathy C. and Lee N. set-
out to search for the gold wedding band. 

Upon arrival, we decided to retrace the path 
the owner took the day he lost his ring.  We 
went around the fence, where the owner 
had blown the leaves, to a patch of ground 
covered with ivy.  Tom R. suggested we 
detect the ivy and sure enough, on the first 
signal we found the ring on top of the 
ground, covered by the ivy.   

The couple, Betty and Michael have been 
married 43 years and they were very 
thankful.  Six months ago, Michael suffered 
a heart attack and as a result lost 100 
pounds.  Betty, said she was going to go to 
the jewelers today, to buy a replacement 
ring for her husband.  It was an early 
Christmas present for this wonderful couple 
and a joyous day.  Was this fate, or 
something else? 

We had to call the other team members that 
had not yet arrived  to share the good news.  
Pictured are the couple, Michael and Betty, 
Lee N. and Tom R.  Russell B. took the 
photos.  Notice Michael showing-off his ring. 

Mollie let her 5 year old play with her 
class ring on Halloween and it was lost.  
Mollie called the club and we dispatched 
the CAT(Community Assistance Team), 
to search for it.  Lee N., Rick C., Kathy C., 
Tom R. and Rebekah B. responded to 
detect for the ring. 

Within 10 minutes of arrival,  Rebekah  B. 
found the ring  in an area Mollie said it 
would not be.  Photos are of Mollie, her 
ring and the CAT crew, minus Rick, who 
took the photos.   
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  ANNUAL GMDC 
BBQ /PICNIC 

We held our Annual 
GMDC BBQ/Picnic 
this year on Saturday, 
September 5th. The 
event  was catered by 
Sugarfire  BBQ.  This 
allowed more time 
for members to enjoy 
themselves at the 
seeded hunt and the 
raffling of the many 
attendance prizes.  

 

Menu 

Meat 

Brisket, Turkey,  Pork 

Sides 

Potato Salad, Green 
Beans, Baked Beans, 
Cole Slaw 

Dessert 

Pie- Apple, Key Lime, 
Gooey 

Cookies- Chocolate 
Chip 

Drinks 

Soda, Water 
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  2020 PHOTO REVIEW 

Eric H. found a hunt buddy! 

Found by Brad E.  at October 
seeded hunt 

Found by Monroe B. at November 
Hunt 

Lee N. at Reeds, MO hunt Russell B. and Lee N. at Reeds, MO Hunt 

Club members at October seeded hunt Club members at October seeded hunt 

November Hunt November Hunt 

November Hunt 
Some of the trash removed from property 
at the November Hunt 
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Lee N, Tom R. and Russell B. magnet fishing 
Reeds, MO Found by Kathy C. 

Rebekah B. on a C.A.T. call 

Found by Scott P. 

Found by Russell B. 

Kitty S. and David S. 

Rob W. at 1st Annual Jack Kountz Honor Hunt 

Matt G. found his first gold ring 

Found by Monroe B. 

"Double Trouble" 

Guess Who?   
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IMPROVISE, ADAPT and 
OVERCOME   
by Lee Nunnally 
 

Here we are in a Pandemic, after we 
started-out with such great 
aspirations. Our first club hunt in 
March was washed-out. Then the 
Nation went into a lock-down in 
March, resulting in the cancelling of 
our April and May meetings and our 
second club hunt. Who would have 
ever thought that metal detecting is 
one of the best social distance 
activities to do during a Pandemic.  
 
For those who have watched the 
classic Clint Eastwood movie, 
“Heartbreak Ridge” and those of you 
that have not, I recommend you 
watch it. The best Marine Corps 
movie ever made. In the movie, 
Gunny Highway (Eastwood), used 
those famous words, Improvise, 
Adapt and Overcome, which is the 
mission of the Marine Corps. These 
are the values that have been 
instilled in me. I say to all members 
of the Gateway Metal Detecting 
Club, we are going to Improvise, 
Adapt and Overcome these 
obstacles that have come our way. 
 
I want all members to pay attention 
to the Club website calendar, for the 
changes made in up-coming events. 
We will be catering our picnic again 
in September.  We are planning 
Seeded and Mystery Hunts. We will 
participate in the Battlefield Clean-
up Day. The Missouri Civil War 
Museum needs all the assistance we 
can afford them. The museum has 
been closed the entire lockdown and 
has lost all forms of funding, except 
for memberships. During the 
Pandemic, many of our Club 
Members have stayed in contact, 
through my Facebook Group, 
Gateway Metal Detectorist. 
 For those of you that are on 
Facebook, I urge you to join the 

group. I have decided to take photos 
of our Finds of the Month, at our 
monthly meetings, instead of relying 
on members to send them in via e-
mail. We will take photos using a 
photo light box at the meeting of 
each and every find brought-in. For 
the time being, Paul Rose will be the 
photographer of the finds. The FOM 
Contest will consist of three 
categories, Oldest Coin, Most 
Valuable Jewelry and Most 
Interesting Find. 
 
If you look at the Pandemic 
situation, it can be viewed as an 
opportunity to get out and detect. 
The Public Parks, Schools and public 
places are secluded. As long as you 
keep your social distance and 
mitigate it is great exercise for 
outdoor activities. I want everyone 
to be safe and well. If you develop 
any of the symptoms, get tested 
ASAP. We do not want any members 
participating in any club activities, 
who are sick or contagious. 
 
I pretty much covered the Improvise 
and Adapt strategies, so how about 
the Overcome? We can overcome 
this Pandemic, by helping each 
other, participating in club activities, 
educate one another, practice social 
distance and mitigation. Now, that I 
have you thinking like a Marine, the 
time has come to execute our plan. 
See you in the fields.  
 
 
   

RECOVERED CLASS RING 
RETURNED TO THE 
ORIGINAL OWNER 

Big shout out to our club Vice 
President Russell Bowman who found 
a 1966 St. John Vianney High School 
class ring while detecting and 
returned it to the original owner.  
With the help of fellow club member 
Kathy Hesketh's diligent detective 
work, the owner was located and the 
ring was brought to his home.  
Michael (the owner)  was very excited 
to hear about his ring being recovered 
and said the last time he remembers 
having it was in the early 70’s.   

Michael reunited with his class ring. 

1966 St. John Vianney High School Class ring 
(Gold with Amethyst stone) 
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American Battlefield Trust Park Day 
June 27, 2020 

The American Battlefield Trust is a nonpartisan, nonprofit 
organization devoted to the preservation of America’s hallowed 
battlegrounds. The Trust seeks to save the battlefields connected to 
the Revolutionary War, War of 1812, and the Civil War. Through 
educational programs and heritage tourism initiatives, the Trust 
seeks to inform the public about the vital role these battlefields 
played in determining the course of our nation’s history.  

Since 1996, the American Battlefield Trust has sponsored Park Day, 
an annual hands-on preservation event to help battlefields, 
museums, and historic sites take on maintenance projects large and 
small. Activities are chosen by each participating site to meet their 
own particular needs, and can range from raking leaves and hauling 
trash to painting signs and trail buildings.  

You can find more information here:  

https://www.battlefields.org/ 

Our club has always been a firm supporter of Park Day. Through our 
efforts, the Missouri Civil War Museum has been the beneficiary of 
landscaping, clean-up, and building efforts, which in turn make the 
experience of visitors to the museum more pleasant. 

Condolences 

Our fellow club member Larry Von 
Behren passed June 18, 2020. Beloved 
husband of Nancy (Terry) Von Behren; 
dearest father of David (Linda) Von 
Behren; brother of Shirley (Curtis) 
Oberg; and grandfather. 

 

Big thank you to our club member 
Tom Rother and his daughter 
Ellen for our new club hunt signs. 

Also, thank you Tom Rother for 
all your hard work this year with 
the club!  
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2021 CLUB CALENDAR 

Feb 02: GMDC Meeting  
 NO HUNT 

 
Mar 02: GMDC Meeting  
Mar 20: MYSTERY HUNT 

   
Apr 06: GMDC Meeting 
Apr 10: ABT Clean Up Day 
Apr 17: Club Hunt 

 
May 04: GMDC Meeting 
May 08: Club Hunt 

  
Jun 01: GMDC Meeting 
Jun 12: 2nd Annual Jack Kountz 

Honor Hunt  10 am 
 

Jul 06: GMDC Meeting 
Jul 10: Mystery Hunt  

 
Aug 03: GMDC Meeting 
Aug 07: Club Hunt  

 
Sep 07: GMDC Meeting 
Sep 18: Annual Club BBQ/Picnic 

 
Oct 05: GMDC Meeting 
Oct 09: Mystery Hunt  

 
Nov 02: GMDC Meeting 
Nov 06: Club Hunt  

 
Dec 07: Christmas Party 

 

Calendar Notice 
The coronavirus (COVID-19) continues 
to affect our communities. 

Please note that activities, meetings, 
and hunts  may be cancelled or 
rescheduled from the original dates. We 
will continue to update our website as 
we receive information.  

 

 

 

 

Meeting Notes  
No GMDC Meetings have been 
held due to the Covid 19 
Pandemic and CDC 
Guidelines. 

 

If you want an ad in the 
CLASSIFIEDS please send 
them through: 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 

WHO WE ARE 

We are a group of detecting 
enthusiasts whose aim is to get 
out there and have fun, find 
fellowship, and find and preserve 
our nation's history. We dig 
responsibly, act respectfully, and 
operate legally. We invite you to 
join us. You won't be 
disappointed! 

  

CLUB MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN 
FOR NEW MEMBERS! 

$30 Per Person/$25 each 
additional family member 

Current Membership 
renewals are due by 

March 1, 2021 

 

WELCOME TO GMDC! 

We had 17  new members 
join in 2020!  

 

 

 

 

MEETINGS 

We meet on the first Tuesday of  
every month at: 

Missouri Civil War Museum 

1918 Exchange Building 

222 Worth Road 

St. Louis, MO 63125 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm)  

Always open to the public! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you dig it?  
We can!” 

Club Email: 
detectinghistory@ 

yahoo.com 
 

Club Address: 
P.O. Box 230098 

St. Louis, MO 63123 
 

Club Officers: 
President- Lee Nunnally 

Vice President- Russell Bowman 
Treasurer- Jim Hammond 
Secretary- Julie Wheatley 

mailto:detectinghistory@yahoo.com

