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STERLING VICTORIAN LOCK BRACLET FOUND BY: LEE NUNNALLY   

President's Corner 
by Lee Nunnally 
 
 It appears we are post Covid-19 and 
things are getting back to normal.  Last year 
was a nightmare.   It is so nice to get back to 
our regular in person meetings.  
Unfortunately, the Missouri Civil War 
Museum is not available for our club to return 
now, or in the near future.  We, I mean 
Russell Bowman, has found a very suitable 
place for our club to conduct monthly 
meetings.  This venue has all the Bells and 
Whistles and will serve our club well.  The 
GMDC will meet for the first time at the new 
meet location on Tuesday, July 13th, 6:30 
PM.  The location of the club meeting place is 
the St. Bernadette Grade School, #74 
Kearney, Jefferson Barracks 63125.  We will 
meet in classroom #110.  We have a 
presentation on Over-lay and aerial maps, by 
club member Kent Hilbert.  We will be 
raffling 10 silver coins and have big silvers for 
FOM prizes.  We will also be doing 50/50.  
 The Mystery Hunt on Saturday,July 
17th at 10:00 am will be at the St. Bernadette 
ball fields  behind the school.  This hunt will 
be seeded and very different and exciting.  
The hunt will also have contests, where large 
silvers will be rewarded. Make sure to dress 
accordingly, spray-down and bring 
something to keep yourself hydrated.   
  For those who have not been to 
our Rolla hunts, or would like to return, I have 
some good news.  In August we are returning 
to the Rolla site, for one last time.  The 

property owner is listing his property July 1st, 
so this will be the last time we have the 
opportunity to detect it.  If you have never 
dug a Civil War bullet, this hunt is a must for 
you. 
 The G.M.D.C. membership is very 
strong, with 88 members.  Some of our 
newbie members have taken beginner 
classes with club member Susannah.  The 
classes are presently taught virtually and are 
free to club members.  I strongly recommend 
beginners to take classes and a thank you to 
Susannah for providing this free service for 
our members. 
 The CAT(Community Assistance 
Team), has had a very productive 2021.  The 
February 20th snow storm brought 
numerous requests for assistance.  Several 
citizens lost rings and keys shoveling and 
playing in the snow.  One of the many CAT 
recovery stories recently appeared in 
American Digger Magazine, May/June 2021 
issue.  Ron Prebianca recovered a lost ring in 
May.  Ron leads the CAT in ring recoveries.  
Ron, is the first member I contact, when I 
receive a request. 
 The club picnic is September 18th, 
at the same spot as last year, Kircher Park, in 
Eureka, Mo.  The picnic is being catered by 
Sugar Fire BBQ.  There will be a seeded hunt 
and attendance prizes.  The cost per member 
is $16.00, children 12 and under are free.  The 
deadline to reserve your attendance is 

August 15th.  You can pay at the meetings, 
hunts, or our P.O. Box 230098, St. Louis, 
Missouri, 63123.  I plan on the picnic to be 
bigger and better than last year, which will 
be hard to accomplish. 
 I want everyone to consider 
volunteering, nominating yourself, or 
someone to serve as a board officer. We will 
be accepting nominations for President, Vice 
President, Secretary and Treasurer for 2022.  
Vice President Russell Bowman will have 
volunteer slips at the July 13th meeting.  We 
also need volunteers for our seeded hunts, 
picnic and Christmas Party Committees.  I 
will serve in the position as Past President, on 
the board for 2022. 
 If any member would like to speak, 
or bring-up an issue at an up-coming 
meeting, I request you to please E-Mail the 
club with your request at 
detectinghistory@yahoo.com.  I will be 
happy to place you on our meeting agenda.  
If club business comes-up during a meeting, 
that is not on the agenda, it may require the 
business to be tabled to the next meeting. 
 It has been an extreme pleasure for 
me to serve as your President, these past two 
years.  I have had a great time, especially 
watching the members detect during seeded 
hunts.  I am proud the club did so well during 
this Pandemic and actually increased 
memberships.  I will see you at our next 
meeting, or in the field. 
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We  held our first club hunt of the year 
on March 20th. It was a Seeded Hunt 
located in Eureka, Missouri.  We had 46 
members attend the hunt.   

  

 

 

 

  

FIRST CLUB HUNT FOR 2021 
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May 22nd Club Hunt 

We held a club  hunt in New Melle, 

Missouri  on May 22, 2021. Our club 

hunted this property in August 2020. 

The property owner was quite 

impressed with the multiple tables 

we filled and  invited our club back 

for 2021.   
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2nd Annual Jack Kountz 
Honor Hunt 

On June 12, 2021 we held our 2nd 

Annual Jack Kountz Honor Hunt. We had 

a fun day hunting for V Nickles and 

enjoyed frozen custard from Ted 

Drewes.   

 

  



GMDC NEWSLETTER Winter/Spring 2021 5 

 

 

More Photos from 2nd 

Annual Jack Kountz 

Honor Hunt  
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FINDS OF THE 

MONTH 

We started our in person club 

meetings  on April 7th. Here are 

the winners for Finds of the 

Month for our April, May, and 

June meetings.  

APRIL FOM RELIC-Russell Bowman - 
1863 CW US Army Horse rosette 

APRIL FOM COIN-John Quinn- 1776 1 
Reale 

APRIL FOM JEWELRY-Brad Elliott - 
Gold Chain  

MAY FOM JEWELRY-Brad Elliott-
WWI Medical Collar Badge 

MAY FOM COIN-Amberly Brown- 
1926 Wheat Penny 

MAY FOM RELIC-Lee Nunnally-Pre 
Civil War Iron back for Musket Rifle 
Sling 

JUNE FOM JEWELRY-Eric 
Hanewinkel- Silver Necklace 

 

JUNE FOM RELIC-Sandee Adams-
Farm Tool 

JUNE FOM COIN-John Quinn- 1901 
Barber Dime 
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For those members new to the 

GMDC , C.A.T. stands for 

Community Assistance Team.  When 

members of the community have a 

lost item that needs to be recovered, 

they contact our club to try to 

recover the item.   

 

 

 

  

C.A.T.  CALLS FOR 2021 

In February 2021 there were blizzard 
conditions in St. Louis, Missouri, with 10 
inches of snow and below zero 
temperatures.  Aishwarya Nambiar and 
her husband Nikhil had just arrived in 
St. Louis, from India.  Not being 
accustomed to snowy weather in India, 
they played in the snow in their rear 
yard, but in doing so Aishwarya lost her 
gold wedding ring. 

Aishwarya, not knowing what to do, 
contacted the Gateway Metal Detecting 
Club.  President Lee Nunnally, of the 
GMDC made the determination to 
activate the Club CAT(Community 
Assistance Team) to make an attempt 
to recover the lost ring.  On February 
20th, the CAT responded and recovered 
the lost ring within 10 minutes, from the 
ice and snow.  CAT member Chris 
Schneider recovered the ring with his 
XP Deus. 

As you can see, Aishwarya and her 
husband Nikhil, were very pleased to 
get the heirloom wedding ring back.  
Pictured are Aishwarya with Nikhil and 
the ring.  Members of the CAT pictured, 
L to R are, Chris Schneider, Brad Elliot, 
Russell Bowman, Lee Nunnally and 
Robert Politte. 

Recovering the ring was a great 
experience, as it is in all cases of 
recovering lost items for citizens.  The 
CAT is a service our Club provides to our 
community.  In this case, it was very 
special to recover and return a wedding 
ring to such a lovely couple from India. 

Lost ring recovery. Sara lost a ring 
that her deceased brother had given 
her.  A men's gold star sapphire. Sara 
contacted the GMDC asking for help 
in locating the ring that she dropped 
from the third floor balcony of her 
condo to the ground below. Club 
member Ron P. responded and 
recovered the ring for her. 

John Westermayer received a call 
from a friend about his brother-in-
law losing his Apple Watch. He met 
with them and found the watch.  
John  told them about our club and 
the CAT team and that finding the 
watch was a service of the team. 



GMDC NEWSLETTER Winter/Spring 2021 8 

 

 

 

 

Our response for the Community 

Assistance Team was recently 

published in American Digger 

Magazine. Here is the article as it 

appeared in the May/June 2021 

issue. This is the fourth consecutive 

issue something related to our club 

has appeared in American Digger 

Magazine.   

C.A.T.  CALLS FOR 2021 Continued  

 

Over the past 2 years amazingly our club 
has expanded. These trying times have 
been hard on all of us. Detecting is one of 
the few safe activities during the 
pandemic . Our reputation as respectful 
and courteous detectors has been 
partially the cause of the expansion. The 
CAT members with their extraordinary 
recovery success, has given the club the 
respect of the communities. They see the 
value we can offer the public. I need to 
say that the leadership of the club (Lee, 
Julie and Russ) have gone above and 
beyond their duties. 

As with all things there can be a 
downside.  Our downside is our lack of 
volunteers to help with activities. We 
need members on committees and teams 
such as the BBQ Committee, finding hunt 
sites, preparing seeded hunt sites, CAT 
members, Hospitality Team, FOM Team, 
Christmas Party Team, presentations at 
meetings, writing articles for the 
newsletter  this is just a few things 
needed.  Thank you to the few members 
that have helped in the past. 

I would love to see more membership 
involvement in the operations of the club.  
This can only make our club stronger and 
more united. So please come help if you 
can, we need your help. You might even 
find it fun. 

 

Russ 
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2020 Find of the Year Winners 

Eric 
Hanewinkel - 
1853 Seated 
Dime 

Matthew 
Granicke- 1925 
Canadian 5 cent 
coin 

John Quinn - 1863 CW Belt buckle 

Lee Nunnally - Gold child’s ring 

During our March Club Zoom Meeting, members were 
asked to submit their best finds for the year 2020. 
Pictured are the winning finds for 2020. Each winner 
received a Roman Coin with a certificate. Categories:         
1. Oldest Coin  2. Most Valuable Coin 3.  Jewelry. 4.  Relic 

John Quinn and Russell Bowman tied for Relic category. 

Congrats to our winners!  

Russell Bowman - 1863 CW US Army 
Horse rosette 
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2021 CLUB CALENDAR 

Feb 02:    GMDC Meeting  

     NO HUNT 

Mar 02:  GMDC Meeting  

Mar 20:   Mystery Hunt   

Apr 07:   GMDC Meeting 

April 17:   Club Hunt 

May 05: GMDC Meeting 

May 15: Mystery Hunt  

May 22:  Club Hunt 

Jun 02:  GMDC Meeting 

Jun 12:  2nd Annual Jack 
  Kountz Honor 
  Hunt  10 am 

Jul 13:  GMDC Meeting 

Jul 17:  Mystery Hunt  

Aug 03: GMDC Meeting 

Aug 07: Club Hunt  

Sep 07: GMDC Meeting 

Sep 18: Annual Club  
  BBQ/Picnic 

Oct 05: GMDC Meeting 

Oct 09: Mystery Hunt  

Nov 02: GMDC Meeting 

Nov 06: Club Hunt  

Dec 07: Christmas Party 

Calendar Notice 
 Please note that activities, meetings, 
and hunts  may be cancelled or 
rescheduled from the original dates. We 
will continue to update our website as 
we receive information.  

If you want an ad in the 
CLASSIFIEDS please send 
them through: 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

WHO WE ARE 

We are a group of detecting 
enthusiasts whose aim is to get 
out there and have fun, find 
fellowship, and find and preserve 
our nation's history. We dig 
responsibly, act respectfully, and 
operate legally. We invite you to 
join us. You won't be 
disappointed! 

  

CLUB MEMBERSHIP IS OPEN 
FOR NEW MEMBERS! 

$30 Per Person/$25 each 
additional family member 

 

WELCOME TO GMDC! 

We have 14  new members 
join in 2021!  

 

 

MEETINGS 

We meet on the first Tuesday of  
every month at: 

St. Bernadette School 

74 Kearney 

Room 110 

St. Louis, MO 63125 

6:30 pm   

Always open to the public! 

 

 

Can you dig it?  
We can!” 

Club Email: 
detectinghistory@ 

yahoo.com 
 

Club Address: 
P.O. Box 230098 

St. Louis, MO 63123 
 

Club Officers: 
President- Lee Nunnally 

Vice President- Russell Bowman 
Treasurer- Russell Bowman 
Secretary- Julie Wheatley 

mailto:detectinghistory@yahoo.com

