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President's Corner  

 

By Susannah 

 

Hello fellow dirt fishers... 

Welcome back! As my neighbors and I shoveled 6" of snow 

off our driveways today, I realized we were like many 

detectorists digging holes. Some would take 2" from the top, 

then 2" more, then that final layer. Others would try to take 

the whole 6" of ice and snow in one swoop. But dang, there 

was no cool find underneath it all, unless you count seeing the 

driveway again after 4 days! 

We are going to start our detecting hunt year with a bang! 

You are going to love our Mystery Hunt which is coming up 

in March. Let's see, what teasers can I give you? Well, it 

involves something round, something deep.....and something 

hairy! But mum's the word from your officers! 

Aren't you excited about our new volunteer contest with a 

gold coin as the prize? Instead of having to mess with 

volunteer slips and boxes, the officers will be tallying entries 

for those who have signed in when they are volunteering at an 

activity, or when they submit articles or hunt sites. This is 

why it is so important that you take that minute and find the 

sign-in clipboard when you arrive at the activity. And giving 

us short newspaper articles is an automatic 3 entries, so send 

in your stories now! 

The more times you volunteer, the more chances for that 

gold coin! 

 

Here are the categories: 

5 entries.....Civil War hunt site 

4 entries.....hunt site 

3 entries..... newsletter article (2 paragraphs or more) or  

  presentation for meeting 

2 entries.....worker or alternate on FOM or Hospitality tables 

        This is per year, NOT each time you work) 

1 entry.......all other volunteer activities 

 

Happy Hunting! 



Monthly Meeting Notes 

From Our Secretary Julie 

 Our first club meeting of the year 

was Feb 1 at our new meeting location at St. 

Margaret Mary Alacoque Elementary 

School (SMMA).  We had 25 members and 

2 guests in attendance. 

 The meeting room has lots to offer--a 

spacious, well-lit room, a microphone, and 

even a big screen TV for our presentations! 

Food and drink are allowed. Drinking 

fountains are shut off.     Do NOT enter 

before 6 p.m. , alarms will sound.  
 David Scott gave the Treasury 

report. The beginning year balance is 

$1,302.63. The new bank account is 

scheduled to be set up, therefore he 

apologizes that your checks have not yet 

been cashed. 

 David and VP John Westermayer are 

in charge of the Hospitality and FOM tables 

respectively. Table workers will be on the 

same 2-yr rotation as the officer who 

oversees it--David on Hospitality and John 

on FOM. That means that this year the FOM 

workers will only work one year (since the 

VP will rotate out of office this year ), and 

Hospitality workers will have a two year 

stint, the same as the Treasurer. Sign-up 

sheets will be out at the meetings. We need 

3 workers and 2 alternates for each table. 

Members chosen will receive 2 chances in 

the Go for the Gold contest per year. 

 Secretary Julie Wheatley reported on 

the new Go for the Gold coin contest. To 

encourage all members to participate and 

volunteer with club activities we will be 

rewarding a lucky winner in December with 

a gold coin. [See the President's Corner for 

details].With gold over $1800/oz--wowie!  

 The topic of silver coins for 

attendance prizes was discussed. It was 

asked if members wanted to keep having 

more silver coins of less quality, or have 

fewer silver coins that are older, unique, and 

with better quality. During the past 2 years 

there were 10 silver attendance coins given 

with less quality, as opposed to in the past 

giving 3 silver coins that were older dates 

and more unique with better quality.  

 Marvin motioned for a vote to have 3 

silver coins that were older with better 

quality, Rick seconded the motion. A vote of 

12 votes yes and 11 votes no.  

 John Q. motioned for a vote to 

alternate each month by having 3 unique 

silver coins with better quality one month 

and having 10 less quality silver coins 

another month. Bob seconded the motion. A 

vote of 12 votes yes and 11 votes no. 

 Final vote was taken of 23 yes on 3 

unique silver coins that are older with better 

quality,  but this to be revisited in 6 months. 

 A Facebook site for the club was 

started by Lee when he became president. 

The FB page was made solely by him, was 

monitored only by him as to who could join 

or not, and was not sanctioned by any club 

vote. Therefore the club cannot use this FB 

page. He used Gateway Metal Detectorists 

as the name and has now started his own 

group under that FB page. Lee left notice 

that he is no longer a member of our club. 

Officers are evaluating if creating a club FB 

page is feasible, since although some 

members had joined, only around 9 club 

members posted. This issue will be brought 

up at a meeting in the future. 

 Members were told that your officers 

preview all hunt sites, but they do not  

pre-detect the sites. They preview the site 

for conditions such as parking access, site 

conditions etc. as well as meeting the 

property owner. All hunts will have a set 

beginning and end time, NO hunting will 

be permitted outside of those hours on 

private property. This is due to our liability 

insurance, as we are only covered for the 

time of the club-sanctioned event. 

 



History at your Fingertips 
Advertising Thimbles 

 

Mass production of thimbles began in 1696 

when John Lofting, a Dutchman, patented an 

"Engine for Making Thimbles", which could 

produce more than 10,000,000 thimbles per 

year. There were no sewing machines at this 

time (which was decidedly odd if a thimble 

machine could be invented!) which meant 

every clothing item was hand-sewn. 

 

Advertising thimbles--no surprise--began in 

the bustling early 1900s corporate America. 

Just as later cereal boxes contained 

advertising toys, or soap powder boxes had 

saucers tucked into them, thimbles were 

placed by merchants into bags of flour and 

other sundries, while salesmen used them as 

a calling card to a prospective buyer. 

 

 
 

Most advertising thimbles were made from 

aluminum or plastic, with more prosperous 

companies opting for a finer metal. 

However, that did not extend to silver, as 

very few of that type metal were produced. 

 

By the 1920s, over 200 years after the 

invention of the thimble machine, the 

sewing machine was finally invented. This 

led to much less hand-sewing, and hastened 

the decline of these fascinating fingertip 

pieces of history. 
 

WWII Army Air Corp Propeller 

Pin             by Pat Reece 

 

Part of the fun of metal detecting is 

researching your finds. Although you can't 

always find out the "who" and "why", many 

times you can answer the "what." 

 

 
 

This sterling silver pin was found at a home 

in Ballwin, MO. As it turns out, it's a WWII 

Army Air Corp pin for the Air Service 

Command, Distinguished Unit Insignia. The 

United States Army Air Corps (USAAC) 

was the aerial warfare service component of 

the United States Army between 1926 and 

1941. During World War II, the Air Corps 

remained as one of the combat arms of the 

Army until 1947, when the Department of 

the Air Force was established. 

 

Who the pin belonged to and why it wound 

up in someone's yard in Ballwin I'll never 

know, but at least I was able to answer a 

little about the "what" and the pin's place in 

history! 

 

 
 



Cap This! 

Nichols Dyna-Mite Derringer 
 

What toy is now considered politically 

incorrect, seen as potentially dangerous, and 

has been thrown into bonfires by zealots--

and yet during its heyday was being 

produced at a rate of one every two seconds? 

We're talking about the humble cap gun, the 

icon of the 1950s. 

 

The first cap guns date to the end of the 

Civil War, when firearms companies 

experimented with toy guns in order to stay 

in business. These guns were made of cast 

iron, and used paper strips covering tablets 

of a gunpowder mixture. During the 

Depression era, cap guns became popular 

for Dick Tracy-like shootouts with 

"mobsters". As demand ramped up, enter 

companies such as Nichols, Daisy, and 

Hubley. 

 

 
But the heyday of cap guns came after 

World War II, specifically the 1950s. The 

popularity of Western heroes such as Roy 

Rogers, the Lone Ranger, and Gene Autry, 

plus the entry of television, ensured that 

every fan could dream of heroic battles with 

the bad guys. Toy six-shooter cap guns were 

the preferred firearm, until 1957, when 

Nichols debuted the Dyna-Mite derringer. 

And dynamite it was. As Nichols later 

boasted, the derringers were small enough to 

hide away in a pocket when the bad guys 

came to disarm you! They were an instant 

hit. 

 

The Dyna-Nite derringer was in such 

demand that Nichols began producing it in 

different color grips, and standard chrome or 

gold-toned bodies (they even made some 

gold-plated ones!), blued-steel, and black. 

Of course, they were supported by various 

holsters, whether plastic or leather. There 

was even a wrist holder for that "hold-out" 

gambler's surprise wrist gun. 

 

 
Found by Susannah Kriegshauser 

 

The craze began dying out in the late 60s 

and early 70s, when the political climate of 

the Vietnam war leant itself to increasing 

parental protest. In 1988 the government 

passed a law that made it illegal to sell any 

"look-alike firearm" (including toy cap 

guns) without a permanently-affixed bright 

orange plug in the muzzle. Even vintage cap 

guns must be sold with this now. 

 
Collectorsweekly.com, "Vintage Cap Guns" 

Nicholscapguns.com, "Dyna-Mite Cap Gun" 

 

 



 FINDS OF THE MONTH 
     

Oldest Coin 
John Q.: 1859 Indian head penny (First Yr) 

Prize: 1913 Barber dime 

 
 

Jewelry 
John W.: Antique St. Christopher medal/ 

amulet, silver plated 

Prize: 1867 Shield Nickel 

 
 

Interesting Artifact 
Humphrey C.: Piggly Wiggly token 

Prize: 1912 Silver Russian 10 Kopek 

 
 

50/50 winner: Kitty S. 

Prize: $59.00 

Attendance prizes: 

Dan H. :    1914 Barber quarter 

Robert P.: 1952 silver quarter 

Julie W.:  1899 Barber quarter 

FOM Contest Rules: 
Fill out an entry form at the beginning of the 

meeting, and hand it to a member of the 

FOM committee. 

  

Only one entry, per person, per month, is 

allowed (not one entry per category). 

Finds must ONLY be from the previous 

meeting (we trust your honor!). 

Everyone making a submission will receive 

one point. Category winners will receive 

two points.  

 

Points will be recorded and tallied by the 

FOM committee. At the end of the year, 

three winners will receive  

FABULOUS prizes! 

 

 
 

MYSTERY HUNT 

March 12, 11am-4pm 
 

Our first Mystery Hunt of the year is coming 

up quickly! Won't you be happy to get out 

on a fun hunt again? This hunt will be 2-1/2 

hrs from our meeting site at SMMA. Please 

carpool if you can to have more space for 

detecting. 

 

You must be registered by the March 

meeting to participate. 
 

You can register by dropping us a note at 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

or signing up at the March meeting. 

 

 



Gateway MD Club 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/ 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
If you want an ad in the 

CLASSIFIEDS,  

please send them through: 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Club-themed shirts and hoodies are 

available in various sizes. T-shirts, 

long sleeve shirts, pullover hoodies, 

and zip hoodies. See a club officer 

for more information. 

WHO WE ARE 
We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

 

 

MEETINGS 
We meet on the first Tuesday of  

every month at: 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque School 

(SMMA) 

4900 Ringer Rd. 

St. Louis, MO 63129 

 

Go to rear of school to Door #7 

RECREATION 

 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

 

MASKS ARE REQUIRED 

 

 

 

 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/
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