
GMDC NEWS 
 

March 2022 

 

 

 
 

“Can you dig it? We can!” 

 

 

Club Email: 
detectinghistory@ 

yahoo.com 

 

Club Officers: 

President 

Susannah Kriegshauser 
 

Vice President 

John Westermayer 
 

Treasurer 

David Scott 
 

Secretary 

Julie Wheatley 
 

 

 

President's Corner  

By Susannah 

 

Hello fellow dirt fishers... 

 

I'm very excited for our first Mystery Hunt of the year coming 

up on March 12. Kicking off a new round of hunts has always 

brought that tingly air of anticipation when we begin talking 

about them in our meetings. You can do your part for the club 

and your fellow members by letting us know of hunt sites you 

have come across. As we have learned in the past, when you 

find a nice hunt site for the enjoyment of your fellow 

members, it spurs them to come up with an even better one. 

And we all have so much fun! We wouldn't have such a great 

club without this cooperation. 

 

This year for our regular monthly hunts, usually held the 

Saturday after the Tuesday meeting, I'd like to start 

emphasizing more farm fields or pastures, big enough to hold 

about 25-35 detectorists. Perhaps you didn't think they were 

worthy of mention since you've never seen a structure there. 

But that's OK. Rather than doing the same parks and 

greenways over and over, it would be nice to just get out to a 

new area, even if it doesn't look that promising. You never 

know! 

 

I'm also looking for someone who has any contacts in the Ste. 

Genevieve area. As you probably know, that area had a lot of 

Civil War activity and it would be great to get some farm 

fields around there. So if you have any relatives or friends 

from that area who have a farm or property, perhaps you can 

see if you can get some permissions for us. Or get in touch 

with an officer and we can do it. 

 

This month's issue of the newsletter has already seen several 

of our members submit very interesting and/or informative 

articles. Take a look and then be sure to compliment them! I 

especially love the stories about members' own experiences. 

The last time we ran a survey, that was what everyone wanted 

to read or hear a presentation about the most. So we would 

love to hear yours! And remember, you get 3 chances in our 

Go For The Gold contest for each article of 2 or more 

paragraphs, or each presentation, submitted. 

 

Happy Hunting! 



Monthly Meeting Notes 

From Our Secretary Julie 

There were 38 members at the meeting--32 

members and 6 guests. Welcome to our 

club, new members! 

 

Treasurer--Our club balance is $2,280 and 

the new bank account has been opened. We 

still need to pay the club insurance in 

March. The Hospitality table still has a 

signup sheet going.  

 

VP--the FOM table workers will only work 

one year this year since that table is tied to 

the VP office and the VP and Secretary are 

due to rotate out of office this year. 

 

We will be going back to using our old club 

logo that has twice been voted in by the club 

membership. During the past administration, 

a new logo was used that was not voted on. 

We will also be returning to the green color 

for all club apparel so as to be cohesive as a 

club.  

 

The CAT Team will be the same as FOM 

and Hospitality tables--3 main and 2 

alternates. CAT will be a 1 year term. 

Members signing up to be on the CAT Team 

will also receive 2 chances per year for the 

Go for the Gold contest. Signup sheets were 

available at the meeting and in the future. 

 

Please send in your Interesting Finds  to 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com to be put on 

website. Give a brief description, detector 

used and how deep. 

 

Mystery Hunt is March 12 from 11-4. Meet 

at the rendezvous point near Lebanon at 

10:45. Directions to that point will be sent 

by email next week. Then final directions 

will be given. Please carpool so as to save 

space for detecting. Those having difficulty 

walking should be aware site is hilly. 

 
Spring Chores 

 
As the weather begins abating, now is a 

great time to get your detecting equipment 

in tiptop shape for some rugged hunts ahead. 

Hopefully during the winter you took out 

batteries so they wouldn't corrode your 

detector or pinpointer, wiped all the past 

year's mud and dirt from every crevice of 

your equipment, and shook the dirt out of 

the bottom of your finds bag. 

 

But now it's coming on for spring, and there 

are a few things that need to be done. One of 

the very first, and MOST important, is-- 

 

is your TETANUS SHOT up to date? 

 

If you don't have one, get one immediately. 

You shouldn't be detecting without it. And it 

takes two weeks to take effect, so take that 

into your calculations. 

 

If you didn't do it over the winter, you 

should also have sharpened and oiled your 

shovel and digger. Dull equipment is so 

much harder to use! Oiling them helps keep 

that pesky rust off. 

 

Have you taken your coil cover off yet? It 

collects so much grit and sand that it can 

give you false signals. Wipe it and your coil, 

and you're ready for the new season. 
 

 



Dating Headstamps: 
What a Cartridge Can Tell You 

 

Detecting and collecting cartridge 

headstamps can be quite fun. It's also easy to 

keep a large collection in a small space! 

 

Headstamps on cartridges consist of one or 

more parts or information elements. 

Cartridges intended for sporting or civilian 

use usually have two elements; one 

identifies the specific chambering, the other 

identifies the manufacturer. Military 

cartridges can have from one to five 

elements, including cartridge, date, and 

place of manufacture plus other identifying 

markings. 

 

Some headstamps are segmented: that is, 

these have one or more segment lines that 

divide the head into two to four equal parts. 

This usually indicates an older cartridge, 

since most countries discontinued segment 

lines shortly after World War I. Cartridges 

with no headstamp are probably dated 

before the mid 1800's. 

 

 
 

The basic U.S. military headstamp prior to 

World War II had two elements, with the 

factory code being at 12 o'clock and the date 

at 6 o'clock. After the war, due to rapid 

expansion of ammunition facilities, there 

was no longer any attempt at 

standardization. 
www.gundigest.com 

End-of-Winter Blues? Start 

Researching! 
by Pat Reece 

 

Ever wonder how old a building is in St. 

Louis and/or the surrounding area? Look no 

more! You can do an online search of parcel 

records from St. Louis City, St. Louis 

County, and St. Charles County for the 

approximate age of houses and buildings 

through a St. Louis Post Dispatch website.  

 

Here's the link: 

https://www.stltoday.com/online/map-how-

old-is-that-building/html_d4b40a43-a113-

5807-828d-9193ad7df577.html 

 

Use the zoom feature to find a location. 

Hover over it to view the address, year built, 

and age of the property. Color coding gives 

a quick indicator of the age of a property 

(red is older than blue).  

 

 

 
 

 

This is a great resource to start planning 

your spring hunts and maybe even find some 

potential sites nearby! 

 

 
 



Close to Home 
by Marvin Gilliam 

 

I’m sitting here this snowy cold morning 

hoping this is the last storm and aching to 

get back to detecting.  The time allows me to 

revisit past excursions. 

     

In 1975, maybe 1976, I purchased my first 

metal detector. It was a Garrett VLF (Very 

Low Frequency) detector. It was heavy and 

temperamental to use at first. It took some 

time to learn to tune it properly. It was 

equipped with an open coil that had an 

arrow that supposedly pinpointed the target. 

I never really felt that I mastered that. After 

some time I began to have considerable 

success. For me it was the golden age of 

detecting. Silver coins were everywhere, 

Indian Head pennies were abundant, and 

Wheaties were the bulk of the finds. 

Competition was minimal--metal 

detectorists were an oddity which aroused 

the curiosity of passersby. 

 

Most of my early detecting was at local 

parks, sidewalk strips, the front yards in 

south St. Louis and Carondelet and the lawn 

in front of my old elementary school.   

We all know how secretive most detectorists 

are and how they protect their honey holes, 

but it has been over forty years since I 

hunted one of mine. When I was detecting 

there the coins, artifacts and jewelry were 

plentiful and in relatively good condition. 

Most of the Indian Head pennies I found 

were in very good condition. They were 

from 1861 to 1909. The Lincoln cents were 

also in very good condition. They dated 

from 1909 to the mid-seventies. In the 46 

years since I last hunted there, any coins and 

artifacts that remain have been greatly 

degraded unless they are silver or gold. 

 

My favorite site is in the shadows of one of 

the largest breweries in the world. It played 

a part in the War Between the States and it is 

across the street from the place where I was 

born. You may know of this site--it is named 

after the first Union general to die in the 

Civil War. If you know that name you know 

the park-- 

Lyon Park 

 

Lyon Park was originally part of the federal 

arsenal which was built in 1827 to replace 

the arsenal at Fort Belle Fontaine. At the 

beginning of the Civil War General Lyon 

stationed Federal volunteers, mostly German 

immigrants from the surrounding areas who 

were loyal to the Union, around the area to 

protect the Arsenal. The volunteers were 

encamped in the area in front of the Arsenal 

that would later become Lyon Park. Lyon 

Park was established in 1869 by an Act of 

Congress, which granted an eleven-acre 

section of the St. Louis Arsenal grounds to 

the city of St. Louis on the condition that the 

city erect a monument to Brigadier General 

Nathaniel Lyon.  

 

 
 

Since I was born and raised in this 

neighborhood I spent a lot of time in the 

park. The park has changed over the years. 

There was a fishing lake in the northeast 

corner of the park where we fished as kids. 

Surprisingly we used to catch largemouth 

bass, crappie, bluegill, catfish and carp. 

Adjacent to the lake there was a circular 



concrete structure where people would race 

gas-powered cars that were tethered to a  

 

 
 

pole in the center of the ring. On the west 

side of the park there was a small caretaker's 

building. Along the west side on Broadway 

there were at least three streetcar stops.  

 

The last time I was at the park the only 

things remaining from my youth were the 

ginkgo trees, the monuments and most of all 

the cinder roads thru the park. I am giving 

these points of reference if someone might 

want to seek some of the treasure I’m sure is 

still there.  

 

 
 

It was natural for me to begin hunting in the 

park when I bought my metal detector, and 

the finds kept coming. The coins were 

everywhere and I dug a lot. I probably dug 

80 or more Indian Head pennies, countless 

Lincoln cents, a number of Barber, Mercury 

and Roosevelt dimes, Barber quarters, 

Standing Liberty quarters and other silver. 

 

I hunted the park for at least five years, 

finding tokens and jewelry. My best coin 

ever was an 1856 Seated Liberty quarter. 

Sadly, I sold all my silver some years ago. 

All this stuff was a pleasure to find, but 

looking back after learning the history of the 

park, my best finds are the ones that connect 

the site across the street from where I was 

born to the Civil War. During my first years 

hunting at the park I found Union Infantry 

buttons, Marine buttons, an Illinois Militia 

button, a Dragoon button and various other 

buttons. I also found 69 cal. musket balls, 69 

cal. Minié balls and pistol bullets. I still have 

these items and keep them on display. 

 

 
 

It has been 46 years since I found these 

artifacts, but knowing you can’t find it all, 

I’m confident there is some still there. Go 

for it! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Crazy as a Bedbug-- 
Victorian Live Insect Jewelry 

 

 
embalmed fly 

 

Can we just say yuck? But in the 1890s, a 

passion for all things natural (courtesy of 

Charles Darwin's book On the Origin of 

Species) and a rebellion against the 

emerging Industrial Revolution caused some 

ladies' periodicals to champion this bizarre 

fad.  

 

 
bracelet made of beetle carapaces 

 

The use of insects as live jewelry has existed 

for many centuries, with the Egyptians 

believed to have been the first to wear 

insects as ornament. Ancient Egyptian 

soldiers commonly wore scarab beetles into 

battle as the beetles were considered to have 

supernatural powers of protection against 

enemies. Live jewelry was also featured in 

Mayan cultural tradition.  

 

In the 1890s the English fad of using live 

insects had a short sprint in the US, but 

never really caught on as a full-fledged 

trend. The fashion gurus decided it was 

easier to form insect-related jewelry out of 

gold, silver, and precious stones than to 

capture, kill, and embalm skittery insects. 

The cartoonists at that time had a tongue-in-

cheek approach to wearing live insect 

jewelry. 

 

 
 

In the 1980s the Mexican maquech pin 

became popular. A large, live, and unlucky 

beetle was decorated with gold and semi-

precious gemstones. It was attached to a 

safety pin by a chain so it could crawl over 

you. This practice has been outlawed in the 

US. 

 

 
live beetle maquech pins 

 

Today, all sorts of insect jewelry can be 

found, but not much is made of actual 

insects. Animal rights activists have worked 

against the entombing of live insects in 

substances such as resin. Metal detectorists 

have a much better chance of making a 

discovery of an insect-like earring or pin, or 

perhaps a bee charm from a bracelet. 
 

 
www.interesly.com/bizarre-victorian-trend-insect-

jewelry 



 FINDS OF THE MONTH 
     

Oldest Coin 
John Q.: 1859 Indian head penny 

Prize: 1893 Half Dollar 

 
 

Jewelry 
Robert P.: Antique Rosary 

Prize: 1914 Barber dime 

 
 

Interesting Artifact 
Monroe B.: Civil War button 
Prize: 1928 Standing Liberty quarter 

 
 

50/50 winner: Susannah K. 

Prize: $74.00 

Attendance prizes: 

Patrick B. :  1917 Mercury Dime 

Scott P.     : 1893 Liberty head nickel 

Scott M.   :  1850 Large cent 

FOM Contest Rules: 
Fill out an entry form at the beginning of the 

meeting, and hand it to a member of the 

FOM committee. 

  

Only one entry, per person, per month, is 

allowed (not one entry per category). 

Finds must ONLY be from the previous 

meeting (we trust your honor!). 

Everyone making a submission will receive 

one point. Category winners will receive 

two points.  

 

Points will be recorded and tallied by the 

FOM committee. At the end of the year, 

three winners will receive  

FABULOUS prizes! 

 

 
 

MYSTERY HUNT 

March 12, 11am-4pm 
 

Our first Mystery Hunt of the year is coming 

up quickly! This hunt near Lebanon will be 

2-1/2 hrs from our meeting site at SMMA. 

You will receive directions via email next 

week. Please carpool if you can to have 

more ground space for detecting. 

 

Registration for this hunt is now closed. 
 

**The hunt site is hilly--members with 

difficulty walking on non-level ground 

should be aware. 

 

Boots and bugspray recommended. 

 

 



Gateway MD Club 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/ 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

SALE TABLE 
If you want to sell a detecting-related item,  

we will have a designated table at every 

meeting. Please bring an info sheet with 

your name, phone no., selling price, and any 

information about the item. 

 

 

Club-themed shirts and hoodies are 

available in various sizes. T-shirts, 

long sleeve shirts, pullover hoodies, 

and zip hoodies. See a club officer 

for more information. 

WHO WE ARE 
We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

 

 

MEETINGS 
We meet on the first Tuesday of  

every month at: 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque School 

(SMMA) 

4900 Ringer Rd. 

St. Louis, MO 63129 

 

Go to rear of school to Door #7 

RECREATION 

 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

 

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL 

PER COUNTY AND SCHOOL CODES 

 

 

 

  

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/

