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President's Corner  

By Susannah 

 

Hello fellow dirt fishers... 

 

Well it was very disappointing to have to cancel our first 

Mystery Hunt of the year. As you know, inclement weather in 

the shape of below-freezing temperatures, plus ice and snow, 

made it too unsafe to attempt. Unfortunately, when contacting 

the owner about scheduling another date, we have received no 

answer from numerous texts, email, and calling. We aren't 

sure if there was an illness, or an absence, or what happened. 

 

But don't despair! Your officers came up with another site, 

this one much closer to home, in Eureka, Missouri. It was 

April 9, from 9-2. Our next newsletter will detail all of the 

fabulous finds that came up, and we'll have plenty of pictures. 

 

We already have thirteen entrants who have earned multiple 

chances in our Go for the Gold contest. Some have 

volunteered to work the tables at a meeting, some have turned 

in newspaper articles, some have done presentations. We 

haven't had anyone give us a hunt site yet--is that something 

you could do? That would earn you four chances at one shot! 

 

Remember to send in your photos for our Interesting Finds 

page. In years past a member of the public who saw them 

actually contacted us with a hunt site! They don't have to be 

staggeringly fantastic finds either--I mean, who finds those all 

the time? Just photos of your everyday finds so our newbies 

can see that we all find those little Hot Wheels cars, iron 

pieces, and jewelry parts, LOL. Just send your photos to 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com and include a line about what 

you found, how deep, and what detector you used. 

 

This year we have overstock Civil War books from the MO 

Civil War museum at the meetings. We have a donation box if 

you wish to contribute. The proceeds go to the museum, since 

we have gotten most of our Civil War hunt sites through 

them. We did this before and it was a great hit, as so many of 

us are interested in that period, especially for detecting it! 

 

Our SALE table at the meetings is going strong. Here's a good 

way to get your detecting items at a decent price.  

 

Happy Hunting! 



Monthly Meeting Notes 

From Our Secretary Julie 

There were 34 members at the meeting--and 

for the first time in forever, we had no new 

members join and no guests. 

 

Treasurer--Our club balance is $2,355.  

 

VP--We have enough members for the FOM 

table, but we still need a few more members 

to sign up for the CAT Team. 

 

A member contacted Mr. Greg Hayes 

(director of the city parks) regarding metal 

detecting the St. Louis city parks and Forest 

Park in particular. Mr. Hayes informed this 

member that metal detecting is  

 NOT PERMITTED  

in ANY of the St. Louis City Parks. !!!!! 

 
An order for the new t-shirts, sweatshirts, and 

hoodies will be placed in the upcoming weeks. 

Order forms were available on the table. An 

email will be sent out, which will include order 

forms. Money is due with the order form. 

 

There is a For Sale Table at the meetings. 

Forms are available on the sale table for 

description, price and sellers information if 

you want to sell something. Several items 

were brought in this evening to sell. 
 

Also, there is a table with Civil War books. 

If you would like a book, please give a 

donation and the money goes to the 

Missouri Civil War Museum. We get a lot of 

our Civil War hunt site leads from the 

museum. 

 

Kent Hilbert gave a presentation on using 

the USGS National Map to locate and 

download present-day and historical digital 

topographic maps. Info regarding his 

presentation is also on our website under the 

Links Tab and go to Maps Overlay. 

 
 

 
 

Can You Drink Your Coins Clean? 

 
Well, sort of....if you like dirt in your glass! 

Many popular drinks have high acidity rates, 

which if used on coins, can help to clean 

them.  

 

HOWEVER, these should ONLY be used 

on non-collectible coins because it will 

remove the patination. Soak in distilled 

water for a day afterwards. Also, don't lay 

coins on each other--this results in green 

rings. 

 

The following are the strongest acidic drinks 

(2s) to less acidic, (4s and up)-- 

 

Beer--super acidic almost any which way 

it's made, range below 2 to 2 

Margaritas--range depends on how it's 

made but about 2 

Colas--range 2 

Limoncello--range from 2 to 3 

Kombucha tea--range for most is 2.4, but 

some brands are less at 4.5 

Champagne--range 2.9 

Cider--range from 2.9 to 3.3 

Port wine--range 2.9 

Hard seltzers--range 3.1 

White wine--range, depending on brand and 

kind, from 3.1 to 3.4 

Other wines--range, depending on kind, 

from 3.2-3.5 

Tequila--range for both gold and silver is 

3.2 



Not MY Gold! 
(How the United States government 

seized citizens' gold coins in 1933) 

 

It wasn't bad enough that in the 1930s, the 

Great Depression saw thousands of banks 

closing their doors. In what many people 

saw as government overreach, Executive 

Order 6102 was issued, which allowed the 

government to seize all gold bullion (and 

gold coins in value over $100), forcing 

people to sell at well below market rates. 

This was not considered a confiscation, but 

rather a nationalisation, since citizens were 

compensated.  

 

At this time the United States functioned 

under the "gold standard", which meant 

dollars were tradable for the exact amount in 

the precious metal. At this point in the 

Depression, seizing the gold metal was a 

bold, desperate move which enabled the 

government to print more dollars to try to 

stimulate the economy. It would also enable 

the government to buy more dollars on the 

international markets to shore up the 

exchange rate.  

 

 
 

Shortly after Executive Order 6102 was put 

into action the US dollar was devalued to 

gold by more than 65% in the hope of 

springing the nation out of the deflationary 

depression. In the decree, private citizens 

were barred from owning more than $100 in 

gold coin (roughly no more than 3 oz after 

the full US dollar devaluation went into 

effect against gold).  

 

The year after this Order went into effect, 

the government issued the Gold Reserve Act 

of 1934, which set a new official rate for 

gold that was much higher. No further US 

gold coins would be issued by the United 

States for monetary circulation. 

 

You may have asked yourself why the 

government would have opened themselves 

to harsh criticism by restricting gold? The 

finance world knows it as the monetary 

policy trilemma. It states that countries 

must choose between two of three points, 

but cannot do three at the same time: 

1. setting fixed exchange rates 

2. allowing capital to move freely over 

international borders 

3. being able to independently set interest 

rates and print money to control monetary 

policy. 

 

In the 1930s system, countries generally 

chose to go with fixed exchange rates linked 

to gold, plus free capital movement. 

However, this system came under increasing 

pressure because too many investors were 

trading in their money for gold. The way for 

the US to take enough control of monetary 

policy to print more money was to impose 

various capital controls, including seizing 

gold. 

 

Did people bury gold coins in the 1930s to 

get away from all this? It's unlikely. Most 

people wouldn't have had a gold coin to 

begin with, and those that had multiple gold 

coins probably found some other venue than 

burying them in the garden. But today's 

detectorists can only hope that some people 

went the buried mason jar route. 
Sources--Chris Colvin, Queen's Univ., Belfast 

JMBullion.com " FDR’s Silver Nationalization 1934" 



Silver Everywhere 
by Marvin Gilliam 

 

When I turn on my detector I almost always 

hope to find gold, but as you know, I will be 

happy to find some silver. What happened to 

all the silver coins? What happened to those 

Mercury dimes, those Standing Liberty 

quarters, those Walking Liberty halves?  

 

I metal detected in the mid-seventies and 

found my share. The silver coins were 

everywhere and I could usually find a few 

each time I went hunting. I was proud of 

myself. Fast forward 45 years, it is a whole 

new ballgame. Since starting to detect again 

my silver finds are paltry. I am ashamed to 

give you the number but I probably couldn’t 

buy a gallon of gasoline. 

 

I know where the coins were and where they 

came from. Sixty-five years ago some of 

those coins were in my pocket. Those silver 

coins were in many pockets. We all had 

silver. Most of my pocket silvers were dimes 

--Mercury and Roosevelt dimes. I 

sometimes had the big silver after selling the 

Sunday newspapers. Walking Liberty halves 

were my favorite. In my younger years St. 

Louis had two daily papers and I sold both--

the Post-Dispatch in the evening rush and 

the Globe Democrat later in the evening. As 

I recall the daily papers sold for seven cents. 

This was a bonanza for me because no one 

wanted pennies for change, so I pocketed a 

lot of dimes. The silver dimes always burned 

a hole in my pocket, so I spent them.  

 

Silver coins where everywhere. Often I 

really did have a hole in my pocket and my 

silver dimes were lost. Sometimes I lost 

them in the winter when we were sledding, 

or in the summer when we were sitting on 

the hill in the shade of a tree, or in the 

bleachers watching the game. Everyone lost 

silver coins. We lost coins in the lakes and 

in the parks, in sidewalk strips, school 

playgrounds, front yards, backyards, 

everywhere. 

 

 
 

In the late 1960s and early 1970s metal 

detectors became available for recreational 

use. Now we could find those lost coins. I 

find it ironic that I often hunted the places 

where I probably lost some of the silver that 

I retrieved. If you are of a certain age, you 

lost those silver coins, so go out there and 

find them. 

 

 
 

 

 



FINDS OF THE MONTH 
     

Oldest Coin 
Humphrey C.: 1886 Indian head penny 

Prize: 1865 3-cent nickel 

 
 

Most Interesting Jewelry 
Pat R.: Victorian Sash Buckle 

Prize: 1908 Barber half 

 
 

Interesting Artifact 
Scott P.: 1923 STL Browns Adv. Token 
Prize: 1879 Spanish 5 cent 

 
 

50/50 winner: Rick C. 

Prize: $66.00 

Attendance prizes: 

Patrick B. :  1883 V Nickel 

Patrick B. : 1946 Walkg Liberty Half Dollar 

Patrick B. :  1908 Barber Dime 

Melissa's Treasure 
By Susannah Kriegshauser 

 
On my paternal grandmother's side, I come from 

a family of dirt-poor farmers. In the foothills of 

the Ozarks, life was a hardscrabble existence, 

where every resource was used and re-used until 

it fell apart. My three-times-great grandmother 

was a "granny woman", a country midwife who 

rode a mule on the steep trails to the most 

inaccessible cabins. When not attending births, 

Melissa sewed and mended garments with the 

very small amount of cloth she had woven 

herself. If clothes wore out, the pieces were 

incorporated into other garments, When they too 

became threadbare, pieces of them were sewn 

into quilts. Any leftover pieces were saved for 

"something", but by this time there were 

precious few. 

 

When Melissa was to be married, the custom 

was to give something nice to your betrothed. 

Melissa had nothing at the time but two buttons, 

two needles, and some tiny pieces of leftover 

cloth. She had found one of the buttons and it 

was a treasure beyond compare. But 

unstintingly, with love, she created a tiny 

booklet out of the last vestiges of cloth she had, 

edging it with a few scraps of yarn. In it she 

placed the two precious buttons and one needle, 

keeping the last needle to sew with. And on their 

wedding day, she shyly slid her selfless gift into 

his pocket. He kept it until the day he died. 

 

 
 

This is our family's treasure, what's yours? 



Gateway MD Club 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/ 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

SALE TABLE 
If you want to sell a detecting-related item,  

we will have a designated table at every 

meeting. Please bring an info sheet with 

your name, phone no., selling price, and any 

information about the item. 

 

 

Club-themed apparel is available in 

various sizes. T-shirts, long sleeve 

shirts, sweatshirts, and zip hoodies. 

See a club officer for more 

information. 

WHO WE ARE 
We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

 

 

MEETINGS 
We meet on the first Tuesday of  

every month at: 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque School 

(SMMA) 

4900 Ringer Rd. 

St. Louis, MO 63129 

 

Go to rear of school to Door #7 

RECREATION 

 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

 

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL 

PER COUNTY AND SCHOOL CODES 

 

 

 

  

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/

