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President's Corner  

By Susannah 

 

Hello fellow dirt fishers... 

 

Gosh, what a soggy month we've seen. Good for detecting--

not so good for any outside events.  

 

We have another Mystery Hunt coming up, so let's hope for 

no rain for that! It will be June 11 in Fults, IL, from 9-1. This 

is an old site but it will be trashy in spots. So just a heads up. 

If you are new to detecting and don't know the techniques for 

hunting in trash, you can ask your fellow detectorists, or try 

going on YouTube, or contact me through the club email, 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com.  

 Patience and good headphone skills are the keys! 

 

May 21 we will be helping the MO Civil War Museum with 

some landscaping projects. We do this as a thank you for the 

chance for Civil War hunt sites we get through them. It will 

be 9-12, and food and drink are provided. Bring gardening 

tools like brooms, shovels, wheelbarrows, rakes etc and 

especially gloves. Here's your chance to earn an entry into the 

Go for the Gold contest but you must sign in.  

  Please RSVP by May 13. 

 

Be sure that you make it to the June meeting--we have a 

presentation that will be a BLAST !!! (Just kidding). Robert 

Tenholder will hold forth on explosive ordinance recognition. 

 

Have you tried pinpointing your finds with GPS yet? We 

talked about this at the May meeting. This is a good skill to 

have in case, as we found out lately, an archaeologist wants a 

survey of a site we are hunting. Each phone type is different--

find out how you can do it on yours. I've been working on 

volunteering the club's help to any archaeologist for any help 

they might need in their work. Remember the Granite 

City/Cahokia Mounds "cleansing dig"? That was fun, and 

later the archaeologist gave us a presentation of what we 

found and how it helped his work. 

 

We had three tables worth of SALE items at our last meeting 

and a bunch of buying and selling going on. Do YOU have 

anything to sell? Bring it on! 

 

Happy Hunting! 



Monthly Meeting Notes 

From Our Secretary Julie 

There were 28 members at the meeting and 

one guest, Charles Dunn, who then joined 

the club. Welcome, Charles! 

 

Treasurer--Our club balance is $2,261.  

 

VP--For the FOM contest the Jewelry 

category was clarified as 

 "Most Interesting Jewelry". 

 

On Saturday, May 21st from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

we will have Museum Landscaping Day at 

the Missouri Civil War Museum. 

Volunteering to help out will earn you one 

chance at the Go for the Gold Contest. 

 

There is a Mystery Hunt scheduled for June 

11 in Fults, IL from 9:00 a.m - 1:00 p.m. 

Please sign up before the June 7th meeting 

or email at detectinghistory@yahoo.com. 

 

Robert Tenholder will be giving a 

presentation at our June meeting on 

explosive ordinance recognition. 
 

We also need filler Newsletter articles that 

are about two paragraphs. These will earn 

3 chances in the contest as well. 

 

Club Officers will receive 2 chances in the 

Go for the Gold Contest just like people 

working the tables. 

 

An order for the new t-shirts, sweatshirts, 

and hoodies will be placed  shortly.  

 

We received a letter from an archaeologist 

regarding our April Hunt. He was not happy 

that we did not keep GPS locations of our 

finds. Evidently he was conducting a 

cultural survey, but we were not informed of 

this before the hunt took place. 

 

Coil Pinpointing an Angled Coin 
 

An angled coin presents amazing difficulties 

in detecting it. That's because the angle of a  

coin less than 90° to the search coil causes 

two electromagnetic fields to bounce 

around--one straight down from the coil, but 

another from the coin itself coming at an 

angle, thereby confusing the detector as to 

which is the centerpoint. 

 

 
 

The more the coin leans away from the 

centerpoint of your coil, the more you are 

going to wrongly perceive the exact location 

where you think that coin is. As we all 

know, NOT knowing where the coin is 

centered under your coil means scratched or 

dinged coins. And would you want to do 

that to the only gold coin you ever dig up? 

 

What can you do about this? Since the tone 

signal is not any different than that of a flat 

coin, you unfortunately can't distinguish 

between the two. Your only protection is to 

never make your holes small and tight. This 

is why you should never be making snow 

cone-shaped plugs. The risk of nicking an 

angled coin with that type of plug is about 

100%. 

 

The best (as in digging almost all holes) is to 

make a three-sided hinge flap anywhere 

from 4"-5" wide on each of the three sides 

(or even wider if you haven't yet figured out  

where you think the centerpoint is on your 

coil). This gives you adequate side space so 

as not to hit that beautiful Morgan dollar 

sitting down there, just lounging on its side, 

waiting for you. 



Using Google Lens to Identify Finds 

by Pat Reece 

After enduring a ‘real’ winter in St. Louis, I 

was ready to take advantage of a warm, 

sunny day. Putting on some shorts and 

sunblock, I looked forward to being outside 

swinging! After a while I came across a 

good, repeatable signal that indicated 

whatever was below might be silver, or a 

quarter, or an aluminum can. Whatever it 

was, it was time to dig. A few inches down, 

and out popped a cute little…duck? Stork? 

Wait, what was this thing, why was there a 

clip on the back of it, and where was the rest 

of it? I wasn’t sure, but I did like that the 

back was marked "sterling".  

 
 

To try and identify it, I first did a Google 

text search with no luck. Then I remembered 

that there’s a way to do an image search 

with Google. And voila! A few pictures 

popped up and I found out that it’s a sweater 

or bib clip from the 1940s, and I only have 

half of it.  

If you’re a newbie to using Google Lens like 

me, here’s how to use it: 

1. From your smartphone or iPad, make a 

Wi-Fi or mobile data connection. 

2. Sign in to Google and on the main 

Google search bar, select the camera 

icon to the right.  

 

3. An option displays to search with your 

camera. Click in that area, and center 

your object in the outlined area.  

4. Tap the shutter button to search. White 

circles display across the screen as 

Google analyses the contents of the 

image. 

5. Google’s search results then display, 

along with your original image. Click 

away to start your research! 

You can also use Google Lens to search 

photos you’ve saved. Start Google Lens the 

same way, but select an image or screenshot 

from your photo library. 

 

Head-to-Head      

Which reacts faster on target-- 

XP Deus II or 

Minelab Equinox? 

 

Up until now, if you wanted really fast 

recovery on a target, the XP Deus with its 

multi-frequency reactivity speed was pretty 

far ahead of the pack. Then Minelab came 

out with the Equinox which tried to give XP 

Deus a run for its money. Nowadays, with 

the advent of the XP Deus II, is the Deus 

legacy still holding against the competition? 

It sure is. The XP Deus II was upgraded 

with FMF (Fast Multi-Frequency) 

technology. Test  comparisons between 

Deus and Minelab show the XP Deus II is 

even faster than its older sibling and is once 

again leaving the Equinox lagging.. Since 

XP Deus has proprietary rights to FMF, it 

might be some time before we see a 

comparable detector with the same blinding 

recovery speed.  



The Button Crown Affair 
by Susannah K. 

 

 
 

Just what IS this button? And why was it 

found in the lane outside of an old American 

church where it shouldn't be? The answer to 

this led me on a two year fascinating--and 

frustrating--research affair. 

 

Several years ago I had been detecting a 

church whose surrounding area had a long 

history of Spanish, French, and British 

influence. The button looked quite old, and I 

was assuming that it was military. I was also 

assuming (lots of assumptions here) that I 

had not picked up a re-enactor's button, 

given the patina and depth found. 

 

So I began researching button crown 

patterns of those particular countries. It was 

quite an arduous search. I had to blow up a 

picture of my button to get all the details, 

which were needed because there were a 

TON of different crown types out there. The 

search was conducted over the course of a 

year, off and on, but I was coming up with 

nothing close.  

 

So I put away my button for future research, 

and went on to other things. A year later I 

was trolling through my finds when my eyes 

lit on the button. Google Lens had come out 

by this time and what better candidate for it 

could there be? So I got it set up in the 

correct light, went through Google's 

procedure to access Lens (see Pat's article 

above), clicked the shutter button, and 

waited. Six seconds later. there it was--a 

WWI German military button. 

 

Wait, what? GERMAN? It had never even 

crossed my mind to look at German crowns, 

since the area had so predominantly been 

settled by three other nationalities. That was 

sure a lesson to me not to put blinders on 

when researching. I had been so focused on 

what I thought I already knew about the area 

that I had narrowed my search parameters 

too much. 

 
 

At the beginning of WWI, the German 

Empire army effectively had four different 

forces – the Prussian, Bavarian, Saxon, and 

Württemberg armies. The Prussians had the 

largest force. They united in WWI to fight 

their common enemy. Each had their own 

insignias for buttons, medals etc. My WWI 

German military button had a Prussian 

crown. So what the heck was it doing in the 

church lane in the US? Back to research. 

 

Delving deeper, I found that the Germans 

had started arriving in the town where the 

church was in the late 1830-1840s, when 

political turmoil in Germany saw a sharp 

rise in immigrants to the area. The railroad 

arrived in 1903, connecting the town to the 

outer world. The population in the area had 

turned to about 40% German by WWI. 

 

So could my button have come from the 

mementoes of a loved one in Germany that 

had been sent over and later been lost? 

Possibly. Could it have been a war souvenir 

of a veteran who wasn't German? Also 

possible. I will never know for sure. 



 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

   
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  



FINDS OF THE MONTH 
     

Oldest Coin 
Mike T.: 1817 Large Cent 

Prize: 1914 Barber quarter 

 
 

Most Interesting Jewelry 
Jim H..: Decorative ring 

Prize: 1897 Barber dime 

 
 

Interesting Artifact 
Robert P.: WWI Napkin Ring Holder 

Prize: 1916 Barber quarter 

 
 

50/50 winner: Monroe B. 

Prize: $47.00 

Attendance prizes: 

John Q. :  1864 2 Cent Piece 

Rick C. : 1897 V Nickel 

Eric H. :  1908 Barber Half 

 
 

Using Google Earth Pro 
 

Google Earth Pro is another tool that metal 

detectorists can use to research a site. It 

combines the historic search aspect of the 

website HistoricAerials with the overhead 

and street-viewing capabilities of Google 

Maps. It also has some fun features! 

 

HistoricAerials lets you use a slider bar to 

view photos of your site as far back as they 

made pictures of it, usually from the 1950s 

onward. Google Earth Pro doesn't go so far 

back, but many addresses can be taken back 

to 1985. To access this feature, go to the top 

toolbar and find the icon to the right that 

looks like a clock face with an arrow lying 

on top. 

 

You can use the same upper toolbar to 

access Google Maps. Find the icon that 

looks like a rectangular map that is further to 

the right than the clockface icon. Click on it 

and it will bring you to the Google Maps 

site. 

 

A fun tool is the ruler icon. It allows you to 

measure the distance between two points on 

the ground. Click on your starting point and 

then click where you want it to end. You can 

tell it how you want this displayed--feet, 

miles, kilometers, etc. This is especially 

helpful if you have any background 

information on the site such as "there used 

to be an old store a quarter of a mile up the 

road at the top of the hill". What's even 

better is you can click the elevation box and 

see a chart tracing the contours of the 

elevation. Pretty cool!  

 



Gateway MD Club 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/ 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

SALE TABLE 
If you want to sell a detecting-related item,  

we will have a designated table at every 

meeting. Please bring an info sheet with 

your name, phone no., selling price, and any 

information about the item. 

 

 

Club-themed apparel is available in 

various sizes. T-shirts, long sleeve 

shirts, sweatshirts, and zip hoodies. 

See a club officer for more 

information. 

WHO WE ARE 
We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

 

 

MEETINGS 
We meet on the first Tuesday of  

every month at: 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque School 

(SMMA) 

4900 Ringer Rd. 

St. Louis, MO 63129 

 

Go to rear of school to Door #7 

RECREATION 

 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

 

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL 

PER COUNTY AND SCHOOL CODES 

 

 

 

  

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/

