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President's Corner  

   By Susannah 

 

 

Hello fellow dirt fishers... 

 

A whole bunch of our members braved rain, wind, and even 

hail when they volunteered to help with the MO Civil War 

Museum's Landscaping Day. See the article below for these 

daredevils! 

 

We have had the worse luck with our Mystery Hunts this year 

and that has rarely happened before--usually because of 

weather. But this year we have had two landowners back out 

at the last minute, which has left us scrambling for new sites. 

Not fun! We managed to find one thanks to our treasurer 

Dave Scott, but the second was too close to our hunt date. We 

still would like to have one or two more Mystery Hunts this 

year, so please, if you know of somewhere we can go, let us 

know. Our members in the past have been SO good about 

finding a great site!  If you don't wish to contact the 

landowner directly, the officers are always glad to do it for 

you. And you will earn four chances in the Go for the Gold 

contest! 

 

Speaking of the contest--it sure is going strong. We marked 

up a whole slew of chances due to the volunteers who worked 

for the Museum Landscaping Day. Everyone wants that gold 

coin! How about you? There's all kinds of ways to get some 

chances, you know! 

 

If you haven't picked up any club cards that are put out at the 

meetings, you really should. Just this week I've given out 6 

cards myself to interested parties. This is how we can get 

those hunt sites we need. So take all you want! If you can't 

make it to the meetings, maybe you can stop by the MO Civil 

War Museum in Jefferson Barracks where I work and pick 

some up there. They sure make a difference! 

 

Our club shirts have come in and hopefully you got yours at 

the June 7 meeting. If not, please let me know and we can 

make arrangements. 

 

Happy Hunting! 

  



Monthly Meeting Notes 

From Our Secretary Julie 

There were 27 members at the meeting, 

along with a slew of baseball teams playing 

on the fields next door! 

 

Treasurer-- Our club balance is $2,034. We 

have purchased the gold coin which is a 

1903 Liberty Head $5 piece. It was on 

display at the officer table for everyone to 

come up and take a look. 

 

VP-- We had 3 CAT calls in the past 3 

weeks. 

 

Our club member Kathy Crowell is 

recovering from hip replacement surgery, so 

keep her in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

The annual Jack Kountz seeded hunt will be 

July 9th from 9 a.m. -1 p.m. at South Buder 

Park. Jack will be attending! Hooray! We 

will have marked coins for you to find, plus 

other hidden items. There will be Fritz's 

frozen custard after the hunt. 

 

We still need Mystery Hunt sites for August 

and October. If you know of any possible 

hunt sites, please let us know so we can 

work on getting them for these dates. 

 

Thank you to all the club members who 

participated in the Museum Landscape Day. 

Members who participated will receive 2 

chances instead of 1 due to the severe 

weather conditions. 

 

Bob Tenholder did a very informative 

presentation on Explosive Ordinance 

Recognition. 

 

YOU CAN DO IT! 
 

 

 

  

 

Detecting with Handicap Issues 

 
When I give my basic metal detecting 

classes, I am frequently asked about issues 

the person has that they think will limit or 

even defeat their enjoyment of metal 

detecting altogether--conditions such as 

some loss of hearing, loss of mobility, poor 

eyesight etc. I always assure them that in 

most instances, there is a work-around 

solution. 

 

Hearing loss can be addressed with the 

Nokta Anfibio Multi or Nokta Makro 

Simplex metal detectors. These detectors 

have the options of vibrating/beeping when 

over a target, or adjust to beeping only. 

 

As you can see in the picture above, it is 

possible to detect from an electric 

wheelchair or scooter. The shaft of the 

detector must be long enough to get the coil 

away from the metal in the chair. Your 

detector arm can rest on the chair armrest so 

there is no strain. 

 

For the visually impaired, a Minelab E-Trac 

offers the ability to enlarge the display 

screen and also to customize the sound 

tones. The Nokta Makro Simplex display is 

larger and more readable than most. 



 

River Rat 
by Marvin Gilliam 

I have been a river rat for most of my adult 

life and a scavenger all of my life. I am 

drawn to the rivers, especially the 

Mississippi River. I have scoured the banks 

of local rivers and creeks for many years. 

The rivers always gave up something--an 

old bottle, a coin, an Indian artifact, and 

once they gave up three gold teeth.  

Some years ago I was searching a favorite 

area on the Mississippi River and I wasn’t 

finding much. Kneeling down to get a closer 

look at the water’s edge, I noticed a flat 

stone that seemed to be out of place buried 

amongst the gravel and black mud. The 

stone was approximately 18” wide by 24” 

long and I could see that it was broken on 

both ends. I pulled the stone out of the mud 

and turned it over to find an inscription on it. 

I cleaned the mud off in the river and I 

immediately knew that it was a gravestone. 

Some of the inscription was missing. When I 

began to read the inscription I was 

astounded. It read: 

REV. T. S. HEDGES 

Son of xxxxxx 

xxxx-1813 

At first I wasn’t sure what I should do with 

it or how it turned up on the riverbank. The 

area where I found it was part of the original 

Carondelet commons until 1826, when it 

was sold to the U.S. Government for the 

establishment of Jefferson Barracks. I 

decided to donate it to the Old Ordinance 

Museum in Jefferson Barracks. This was 

over forty years ago. Some people I know 

say they saw it displayed at the museum, but 

I never saw it there. I hope this piece of 

history remains in their collection. 

I have searched for Rev. T. S. Hedges and 

have found a person named Thomas Sanford 

Hedges who was born in 1810 but there is 

no date of death and also no connection to 

this area.  

Some interesting things were occurring 

during Hedges' time. From about 1810 to 

1815 the country was fighting the War of 

1812. The Shawnee, led by Chief Tecumseh, 

and the Sac and Fox tribes were raiding 

settlements along the Mississippi and 

Missouri rivers. Many settlers were killed. 

Was Hedges a casualty?  

In 1811 the great comet or ” Tecumseh’s 

Comet” was visible around the globe for 

seventeen months and was brightest during 

the calamity that follows. Surely Hedges 

viewed this phenomenon. 

At 2:15 A.M. on December 16, 1811 most 

of the US east of the Rocky Mountains was 

awakened by a magnitude 7.2 to 8.2 

earthquake, the most powerful ever to hit 

that entire region. Did Hedges think the 

world was ending?  

February 7, 1812.  Another major 

earthquake estimated at 7.4 - 8.6 struck New 

Madrid. There are stories that the 

Mississippi river ran backwards, and created 

waterfalls in the river that wrecked flatboats. 

There were accounts of thick dust clouds. 

Total devastation. 

When I began researching the name on the 

stone I wasn’t aware of the sequence of 

events that preceded his death in 1813. I was 

fascinated by how many fantastic and 

unforeseen events that T. S. Hedges may 

have witnessed in the final years of his life. 

There is always a story behind the things we 

find. The story is the treasure. That is why I 

hunt. 



 
HOW DO I FIX MY....? 

(Pinpointer False Beeping) 

Change the pinpointer’s battery and only 

use a non-Duracell battery.   OR... 

Reset the pinpointer by holding down 

the button for 5 seconds, then release. 

The pinpointer's default state will be 

restored.       OR... 

Make sure no moisture seeped in. Take 

out the battery and put the pinpointer in 

a bowl of rice for several days. The rice 

is absorbent and will suck up moisture 

that may have gotten in.     OR... 

Check the connection to the battery. The 

battery connection point may be worn 

out. That means the battery is not able to 

connect well. Put a folded piece of paper 

between the battery and the cover, to 

force a connection.        OR... 

If your pinpointer is still under warranty, 

send it back to the manufacturer. But be 

aware that nowadays that will probably 

cost you. No more freebies.   OR... 

If all else fails and you can't send it 

back, as a last resort open the 

pinpointer up completely and check for 

corrosion. Put a few drops (don't 

saturate) of lemon juice on a swab, then 

roll in salt. Scrub off corrosion. Wipe off 

completely with a clean, dry swab. 

Always remove your battery at the end 

of detecting season, and replace with a 

fresh battery when you begin again.  

DETECTING IS..."yawn", SO BORING! 

 

Two British men, Mark Hambleton and Joe 

Kania, first tried metal detecting about 20 

years ago, but “became so bored that they 

gave up the hobby.” Instead, they turned to 

... fishing. 

But Hambleton’s father, himself a fan of 

metal detecting, pushed them to pick up 

their old hobby again. One of the places the 

two friends searched was a field in 

Staffordshire that they had searched 20 years 

earlier, during their first metal-detecting 

foray. 

Once again, they started getting bored. But 

right when they were thinking of heading 

home, Kania found something....gold! 

 

The pair had discovered four pieces of gold 

jewelry that date back to the Iron Age. 

The “torcs” are curves of ornamented gold, 

three meant to go around a person’s neck, 

one sized for a wrist. “Hambleton nervously 

kept the gold by his bed overnight until they 

could report the find,” the Guardian says. 

By British law, finds like this one must be 

reported to the British government; the two 

men will receive a reward, which they will 

split with the landowner who owns the field 

where they were found. Archaeologists 

descended on the field to look for other 

artifacts but so far none have been found. 

www.atlasobscura.com/articles/metal-detector 

 



GO FOR THE GOLD CHANCES 

 
2----Boos, Patrick  Museum Day* 

2----Brown, Amberly  FOM alt team 

2----Crowell, Rick  FOM team 

2----Drummond, Tom  Museum Day* 

13--Gilliam, Marvin   FOM alt team, March article, April article, Museum Day*, June  

    article 

2----Gorling, Jeremy  Hospitality alt team 

2----Granicke, Matt  Museum Day* 

2----Hammond, Jim  Hospitality team 

7----Hilbert, Kent  FOM team, April presentation, Museum Day* 

2----Lewis, Bobby  Museum Day* 

2----Money, Steve  Cat team 

2----Politte, Robert  Museum Day* 

2----Prebianca, Ron  CAT team 

2----Quinn, John  Hospitality alt team 

13--Reece, Pat    CAT team, February article, March article, May article, Museum  

    Day* 

2----Rother, Tom  Museum Day* 

6----Scott, David  Hunt site, Officer 

2----Seibel, Bill  FOM team 

7----Tenholder, Bob  Hospitality team, Museum Day*, June presentation 

8----Westermayer, John Officer, hunt site, Museum Day* 

4----Wheatley, Julie  Officer, Museum Day* 

2----Willett, Rob  Hospitality team 

 

*Museum Day earned 2 chances due to adverse conditions 

 

 

 

5---Civil War or Colonial hunt site 

 

4---Hunt site 

 

3---Newspaper article (at least 2 paragraphs) or Meeting presentation 

 

2---Serving on Hospitality table, FOM table, CAT team, or as an Officer 

 

1---All other volunteering 

 

 

          



 

 
 

Here is the 1903 Liberty Head $5 gold piece 

worth  over $450  that can be yours if your 

chance is picked in our Go For The Gold 

contest. 

Isn't she a beauty? 

 

 
 

C.A.T. Conditions 

 
Our Community Assistance Team really 

encounters almost insurmountable 

conditions sometimes! Here is a site that 

Ron Prebianca and Philip Newell had to 

contend with recently in their two searches 

for a lost ring. A ring was found, which was 

amazing considering the terrain, but not the 

right one. 

 

 

 
 

 



FINDS OF THE MONTH 
     

Oldest Coin 
Dan H.: 1832 Large Cent 

Prize: 1852 3-cent piece 

 
 

Most Interesting Jewelry 
John Q.: Kokopelli Pendant 

Prize: 1964 Kennedy half 

 
 

Most Interesting Artifact 
Susannah K.: Fr. Voyageur pewter fig. 

Prize: 1915 Barber Quarter 

 
 

50/50 winner: Robert P. 

Prize: $44.00 

Attendance prizes: 

Bradley P.  : 1943 Walking Liberty 

Dan H.       : 1964 Kennedy Half Dollar 

Bradley P.  : 1859 Indian HP 

Heroic Volunteering! 
 

Wow, we have some heroic people in this 

club! A whole bunch of our members braved 

rain, wind, and the possibility of becoming a 

crispy critter from lightning when they 

volunteered to help with the MO Civil War 

Museum's Landscaping Day on Saturday, 

May 21. We do this to thank the museum for 

the leads they give us to possible Civil War 

sites. 

 

We started out dry, but thunder began 

rolling soon after, and ominous clouds were 

closing in. Everyone hurriedly pitched in to 

try to get the pile of mulch spread and off 

the parking lot, while others trimmed 

bushes, edged, and swept up. Then came the 

rain! 

 
Just SOME of the many stalwart members helping out! 

 

When the worst seemed to be over, and the 

lightning quit popping, work resumed with 

the result that the last of the mulch pile was 

spread and sweeping done just in time 

before yet ANOTHER storm came looming 

up, dumping a monsoon of water, and even 

hail, on the departing members. 

 

For their heroics, the members were 

rewarded with extra chances in our Go for 

the Gold contest to win a gold coin. Mark, 

the director of the museum, says THANK 

YOU! to our members, and I echo that. You 

all are GREAT! And, thankfully, not fried! 



Gateway MD Club 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/ 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

SALE TABLE 
If you want to sell a detecting-related item,  

we will have a designated table at every 

meeting. Please bring an info sheet with 

your name, phone no., selling price, and any 

information about the item. 

 

 

Club-themed apparel is available in 

various sizes. T-shirts, long sleeve 

shirts, sweatshirts, and zip hoodies. 

See a club officer for more 

information. 

WHO WE ARE 
We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

 

 

MEETINGS 
We meet on the first Tuesday of  

every month at: 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque School 

(SMMA) 

4900 Ringer Rd. 

St. Louis, MO 63129 

 

Go to rear of school to Door #7 

RECREATION 

 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

 

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL 

PER COUNTY AND SCHOOL CODES 

 

 

 

  
 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/

