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President's Corner  

    By Susannah 

 

Hello fellow dirt fishers...or should I say 

"water fishers" this month... ? 

 

As you can see, this month's newsletter is a 

tongue-in-cheek look at a sideline of our 

entertaining hobby--water detecting. Our 

cover model is none other than member Eric 

Hanewinkel, showing 'true form' in his quest 

for some elusive treasure LOL. 

 

Our club has some exciting things coming 

up to keep you going through these next hot 

months, even if you can't get to the water. 

Our 3rd annual Jack Kountz seeded hunt 

was July 9. So nice to see him, wife Joyce 

and family! And keeping with the water 

theme, we got a couple of downpours but 

everyone was happy to win those wonderful 

prizes! Plus Jack graciously donated a gold 

coin, won by Rob W.! 

 

Our August meeting will have Marvin 

Gilliam giving us a presentation about 

finding old bottles. Bring your special 

bottles with you to the meeting and Marvin 

will do his best to help you identify them. 

 

Since it will be bulldozed, we are trying to 

get a return trip in August to the "Lavender 

Farm" hunt site. There is still a LOT of stuff 

to be found there. But we would rather have 

a FRESH site from you all! Have one? 

 

Finally, on September 17, we will all gather 

for the annual GMDC BBQ, which is always 

fun for the whole family. Held in Kircher 

Park in Eureka, from 10-2, we will have our 

famous "Digger Toss" game, where you can 

test your skill at digger-throwing over your 

head to hit the center of that big yellow X. 

How did you do last time? Better bone up 

now, because we have some great prizes! 

 



Monthly Meeting Notes 
From Our Secretary Julie 

 There were 27 members at the 

meeting plus five new members. Welcome! 

 Treasurer--Our club balance is $712.  

 VP--We had 2 CAT calls since last 

meeting. 

 Secretary--Reading of minutes from 

June 7th meeting. 

 Philip Newell motioned to approve 

the reports and Humphrey Crook seconded 

the motion and all voted approved. 

 

 We are going non-profit status. 

What this means--- 

-Gateway Metal Detecting Club Inc., as our 

business name 

-The President and Treasurer's names and 

addresses will be taken off all official 

paperwork 

-We can now use a PO Box number for 

mailing instead of President's and 

Treasurer's addresses 

-Initial fee of $800 (lawyer and filing) but 

only $45 to file with IRS each year 

 We ratified the current club officers 

as board members by vote, so moved by 

Humphrey Crook and seconded by Philip 

Newell. Approved by all. 

 A consent for pictures will be on 

every hunt sign-in sheet. Please initial by 

your name and write yes or no for 

permission to use your picture. 

 Marvin G. will be doing a 

presentation on old bottles at our August 

meeting. Bring your old bottles in to be 

identified. 

 We need a presentation for our 

October meeting. Earn 3 gold chances! 

 Our annual club picnic/BBQ will be 

September 17th at Kircher Park from 

10 am- 2 pm. 

 We still need hunt sites for August, 

October and November. Motion to adjourn 

Philip Newell, seconded Eric Hanewinkel. 

Approved by all. 

Oh Dam!  
The Hazards of Water Detecting 

 

And he swam and he swam---right over the 

dam....Are you detecting fast-moving, or 

gently rippling water? Are you bucking 

waves, or walking by the creek bank?  

Danger! Danger, Will Robinson! Be careful 

out there! 

 

If doing a fast-moving, strong current like in 

a river or large stream, you might think of 

using a life vest. Being swept off your feet 

weighed down with equipment, or being 

pushed under a tree trunk mid-stream with 

your equipment tangled in the branches--at 

least a life vest will give you a fighting 

chance. Make it a bright color so rescuers 

can find you. You should also take care if 

you are detecting the BANKS of a fast-

moving river or stream. If you are right on 

the bank near the water's edge, you need that 

vest in case you slip and fall in and go 

bob, bob, bobbing along...... 

 

Are you in the ocean? Did you check for 

riptides? Those babies can suck you right 

out and sweep you off and under to where 

you don't want to be. 

 

What about just walking and detecting in the 

water of the creek alongside  the bank? 

Critters, that what! Everything from cows 

coming down to drink to pesky little things 

like snakes and....well, snakes. 

 
Do you know anything about the water 

quality of the place you are detecting? Have 

you checked the news reports for the area? 

Why, you say? Unfortunately, it's no joke.... 

 

 
 

Don't become a zombie..... 



Magnet Fishing  

Ain't For Sissies 
 

I took my good buddy Len to a place I know 

that's got some good magnet fishing. Len's 

never slung a magnet before and wasn't 

really interested until I started showing him 

some of the stuff I got--an old tool, a beat up 

pot, some knives, and other stuff. He called 

it junk. I told him some guys even find old 

ammo and guns, which perked him up. 

Since it was summer and too hot to do 

much, he figured walking in some water 

wouldn't be too hard. I broke it to him that 

we would be standing on the bank. He just 

rolled his eyes. 

 

Anyways, we got there but there was belly 

deep grass to get through first. Len was 

making a job of it because he carries quite a 

few lunches under his belt and was cussing 

at me because he had just walked through a 

bunch of stick tights. But we finally made it 

and I showed him how to sling a magnet. 

We were under an old rusted falling down 

iron bridge that now had a lot of vines all 

over it. Good place for snakes. 

 

We separated to give each other room, and 

Len walked up the river I guess you could 

call it, but it was really just a little but fast 

creek with rough woods on high banks. 

 

I went the other way. I just about got to my 

spot when I heard a whole lot of swearing 

and then Len yelled to get over there. He 

had thrown out the magnet but didn't watch 

out and got his magnet stuck to the bridge. It 

took two of us to get that sucker off. 

 

He wanted to pack it in, but I didn't and I 

was driving. So he grumped on the bank for 

a while and then decided to give it another 

try. But this time he wanted to go in the 

water. I told him that was a little risky 

because she was flowing pretty fast but he 

said he'd had enough of the weeds and 

sticker bushes. So I left him again. 

 

We both did some dead swinging but then I 

came up with an old rusty metal box. Too 

bad it wasn't locked. Locked can mean 

they've got a gun or money in it or 

something. Anyways I turned to show Len 

just in time to see him about walk on water 

jumping over to the bank and yelling 

"snake!"  

 

He cussed me out while I was laughing, and 

refused to do anything else but just go back 

and sit in the truck and drink a beer. I fished 

for a while but nothing else good was 

coming up. So I walked back and we left. 

 

The next day Len called me and said he had 

some #!?% poison ivy and was covered in 

chiggers and blamed me for every bite. I 

guess I won't ask him again if I want to stay 

friends. I do sometimes call him sissy 

though, but only when I'm out of reach. 
detecting newsletter archives--M. F., July17, 2016 

 

 
 

 
 

Member Jack Kountz at Innsbrook 



Addicted to Water Detecting 
by Eric Hanewinkel 

It’s 100 degrees outside with a ridiculous 

dew point.  The dirt is like concrete and the 

mosquitoes, ticks, chiggers and snakes are 

abundant. Who wants to go detecting?  

ME!!! I have an addiction for water 

detecting (and stories from Jack Kountz are 

no help in overcoming my “problem”).   

Water detecting is perfect for this nasty time 

of year, though you still do have to contend 

with a few water snakes.  I travel all over to 

lakes, creeks and even the occasional river.  

I prefer lakes with sand beaches.  I don’t 

normally do the beach--I head straight for 

the water.  Obviously, you will need a 

waterproof detector, waterproof headphones, 

a scoop of some sort, and a lot of sunscreen, 

at least for your upper body.  I’ll go in the 

water up to neck deep, so my legs are as 

white as can be! I also like to wear the zip 

up scuba shoes to keep the sand and gravel 

out. They are about 6 inches tall and work 

great.  Beware though, the ladies find them 

incredibly sexy with my swim trunks and 

headphones on!!!   

Some of the state park beaches require a 

metal detecting/magnet fishing permit and 

you can only hunt those between certain 

hours. You can hunt other water areas 

anytime but be ready for some crowds.  

Oftentimes, I am weaving in and out of 

swimmers and groups of people.  Oh yeah, 

and there was the time I was hit in the head 

by a water football which promptly sent my 

headphones and sunglasses flying.  The 

group was very apologetic and laughed 

when I mentioned I had been hit harder than 

that in my younger days. 

I meet a lot of curious people, especially 

children. Some of the more common 

questions are: “What are you looking for?”, 

“Are you looking for treasure?”, “Did you 

lose something?” and my personal favorite 

when I’m nose deep in the water: “Is that 

thing waterproof?”  

 

You will need to set aside a day for serious 

water detecting as most places (at least for 

me) are a minimum of a 1 hour drive, and 

some places I prefer are 4 hours away or 

even out of state.  The sky is the limit as to 

what you will find:  sunglasses, keys, cell 

phones, lots of coins (usually modern), 

prescription glasses, and jewelry, including 

the occasional bellybutton jewelry and ear 

gauges.  I have been asked to find rings, 

glasses and other items by people who had 

just lost them, and have been somewhat 

successful at that.   

Think about giving it a try the next time you 

are swatting at mosquitoes with your 

pickaxe!  



FINDS OF THE MONTH 
     

Oldest Coin 
Monroe B.: 1868 Indian head penny 

Prize: 1939 Mercury dime 

 
 

Most Interesting Jewelry 
Eric H.: Gold Chain 

Prize: 1939 Walking Liberty half 

 
 

Interesting Artifact 
Bob T.: Bluebird printing plate 

Prize: 1901 V nickel 

 
 

50/50 winner: Jim H.. 

Prize: $41.00 

Attendance prizes: 

Kitty S. :  1883 V Nickel 

Humphrey C. : 1944 Walking Liberty Half 

Dale D. :  1907 Barber Dime 

Yo ho ho, Mateys! Thar Be... 

Treasure??? 

 
Angie Moore of Atlanta says she was out with 

her dad “experimenting” with a metal detector 

when it indicated something big in the sand 

outside the Marriott Grande Ocean in Hilton 

Head. “So, I started digging,” Moore told 

McClatchy News. “We finally cleared the top of 

it off and ... it was one of those moments where 

you can’t believe what you’re seeing. The 

wooden chest had really degraded so as I 

attempted to lift it, part of the wood came off 

and we got our first glimpse of ‘gold.’” 

Seconds later, Moore realized she’d been had by 

a joke that was likely years, if not decades, in 

the making. “We went from, ‘OMG, it’s a 

treasure chest full of something gold’ to ‘Oh 

wow, those are toy coins,’” Moore said. 

 

It’s not far-fetched to imagine finding treasure 

on local beaches, due to the hundreds of sunken 

ships off the coast. Multiple shipwreck 

recovering operations are ongoing off North 

Carolina and South Carolina, and backers have 

reported finding 18th-century coins and gold 

watches worth thousands of dollars, according to 

McClatchy News. 

Other oddities, including World War II mines 

and parts of space rockets, have also been found 

washed up on beaches in the Carolinas. 

www.thestate.com/news/state/south-

carolina/article245770680.html#storylink=cpy 



Gateway MD Club 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/ 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

SALE TABLE 
If you want to sell a detecting-related item,  

we will have a designated table at every 

meeting. Please bring an info sheet with 

your name, phone no., selling price, and any 

information about the item. 

 

 

Club-themed apparel is available in 

various sizes. T-shirts, long sleeve 

shirts, sweatshirts, and zip hoodies. 

See a club officer for more 

information. 

WHO WE ARE 
We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

 

 

MEETINGS 
We meet on the first Tuesday of  

every month at: 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque School 

(SMMA) 

4900 Ringer Rd. 

St. Louis, MO 63129 

 

Go to rear of school to Door #7 

RECREATION 

 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

 

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL 

PER COUNTY AND SCHOOL CODES 
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