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Prez's Corner  

 

Hello fellow dirt fishers... 

 

This month's weather has been the pits 

for detecting, hasn't it? From drought and triple-digit 

temperatures, to rain bombs and flooding. Sheesh. If you still 

managed to get out during all of that--good for you, but 

personally, I was hugging the air conditioner! 

 

Our year's bad luck continued when it rained for our annual 

Jack Kountz seeded hunt, but we still had a good time 

connecting with each other. However, I still need someone to 

explain how we could put a bagful of coins and jewelry under 

1"-2" of soil in that park, and no one was coming up with 

signals! You could run your coil right over it and nothing. We 

have never seen anything like it. I believe every piece of that 

jewelry is still out there. 

 

At least by some darn hard work on all of your parts you were 

able to find 8 out of the 10 painted coin tokens. And we gave 

out our best prizes of the year so far--including coins worth 

up to $60 in some cases. We all had a great time visiting with 

Jack, wife Joyce, and their family. Jack was his usual gracious 

self and surprised us all by donating a gold coin, which was 

subsequently won by Rob W.  

 

Our next big club activity will be the GMDC Family Picnic 

on September 17. It will again be held at Kircher park in 

Eureka, from 10-2.  As it went over well the last two years, 

we will again have a catered lunch. And games! All games 

this year will also be open to family members, including our 

famous Digger Toss. However, we will have to limit the 

Digger Toss participants to those 8 and older for safety 

reasons.  

 

There will not be a newsletter next month unless I can 

squeeze one in before the October meeting. I will be detecting 

in England in September, which by all accounts will be like 

jumping from the frying pan into the fire. Currently Norfolk 

England is the epicenter of the wildfires and of the record heat 

(104*--in England!), but I haven't had a vacation of any sort 

in three years and I AM GOING!!!! LOL 

 

Happy Hunting! 



Monthly Meeting Notes 

From Our Secretary Julie 

There were 25 members and one guest, John 

Tindall, at our meeting. Welcome! 

 

Treasurer--Our club balance is $1,153.  

 

VP--We had 1 CAT call, at a St. Charles city 

park. Permission was given by the park director 

to hunt at the St. Charles city park. The item was 

not located after several attempts. 

 

Secretary--Reading of minutes from July 5th 

meeting. Amberly Brown motioned, Philip 

Newell seconded. All approved. 

 

The GMDC Family Picnic will be September 

17th from 10-2pm at Kircher Park in Eureka. 

This is a family day so there will be NO hunt 

during the picnic. We will be playing fun games 

and having catered food. We will send out a 

registration list. The whole family will 

participate in the games except you must be at 

least 8 years old to be in the Digger Toss. 

 

We will have our monthly club hunt on August 

13th from 9am -1pm. We will be going back to 

Rolla as the owner has not sold the property and 

has invited us down again. However, he stated 

very strongly that he does NOT want anyone 

calling him THE WEEK OF THE HUNT 

bugging him to ask if they can come beforehand 

to hunt. He also does NOT want anyone 

HUNTING BEFORE  9am  the day of the hunt.  

 

Susannah will be going on vacation in 

September, so VP John will take over for the 

monthly meeting. 

 

Marvin Gilliam did a presentation on old bottles 

and donated an antique bottle for the attendance 

prize raffle. The bottle was won by Eric 

Hanewinkel. Several members brought in their 

old bottles in to be identified. 

 

Philip Newell motioned to adjourn meeting, 

seconded by Jim Hammond and all members 

approved. 

 ____________*____________ 

 
 

YouTube Channel 

TerraGermania 

 
"I'm a metal detectorist from Germany. I'm 

solely detecting according to the law i.e. with 

the permission of the department of archaeology 

and the land owners. All substantial finds are 

being documented and handed over to the 

archaeologists." 

 

So begins the home page of Hans, a German 

metal detectorist. Hans' channel was a 

groundbreaker in the area of making 

detecting videos, in that he was the first to 

incorporate clips of the surrounding 

countryside and its flora and fauna into his 

videos. This was enthusiastically received 

by the public Since then many in the 

industry have emulated his example. 

 

Hans has one of the best examples of correct 

detecting technique around. Although he is 

quite tall, he covers every inch of the ground 

with his flat, arcing swing. He never used a 

pinpointer until several years ago, preferring 

to let his detector do all the work. 

 

Hans' sparkling enthusiasm for even the 

most mundane of objects that he finds is 

what has endeared him to his public. He has 

a very good knowledge of his area by 

researching it thoroughly. Due to his 

reputable practices, he is used by 

archeologists to cover antique sites for them, 

and has discovered many interesting finds. 

 

If you like a video (in English by the way) 

without shouting or posing, with genuine 

finds and good detecting practices, check 

out TerraGermania.  



US Coin Basics 
  by Pat Reece 

 

It’s a thrill when you find a silver Rosie or quarter, or wipe off dirt from a penny and realize that 

it’s at least a wheatie. Like many of you, I’ve been ‘digging’ for years and found my fair share of 

Indian, wheat, memorial, and shield pennies, Jefferson and buffalo nickels, Rosies, and  

Washington quarters. But it was time for me to know for sure which side of a coin is the 

‘obverse’, what the wings stand for on modern dimes, and some other basics about coins. 

 

Heads and Tails 

The obverse side of a coin is commonly called 'heads' because it often depicts the head of a 

prominent person. The reverse is called 'tails'. The side of the coin with the year it was minted in 

is typically the obverse. However, there isn't a rule that dictates which side of the coin is the 

obverse and which side is the reverse; the issuing mint will designate the obverse and the reverse 

sides. The small capital letter on the obverse side indicates where the coin was minted. 

 

 
 

Edges and Rims 

The 'edge' is the outer border of a coin. Edges can be plain, reeded, lettered, or decorated. The 

'rim' is the raised part of the edge on both sides of a coin that helps protect the coin’s design from 

wear. 

 

 
 

Coin Symbols 

Throughout history, coins have symbolized leaders,  special events, and so on. They contain 

images of leaders, animals, numerals, concepts, and text. Coins without dates dominated the 

ancient world, as each country and region had their own dating system. Symbols and rulers 

usually remained the most popular coin images. 

The first coins minted in the US were all issued with dates. Like the ancient world, our coins are 

also full of symbols. 



 
 

 

Another thing I always wondered about is if US currency can be used legally for jewelry. Some 

countries have strict laws about the destruction or alteration of issued currency. US law allows 

people to use coins for jewelry or other purposes as long as there is not an attempt to use them as 

legal tender currency. 

 
--US Mint, "The History of U.S. Circulating Coins" 

https://www.usmint.gov/learn/history/us-circulating-coins 

--US Mint, "Anatomy of a Coin' 

https://www.usmint.gov/learn/collecting-basics/anatomy-of-a-coin 

--The Spruce Crafts, "What is the Obverse of a Coin?" 

https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/obverse-of-a-coin-768467 
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FINDS OF THE MONTH 
     

Oldest Coin 
There was no winner this month 

 
 

Most Interesting Jewelry 
Doug R.: Gold ring 

Prize: 1893 Barber Quarter 

 
 

Interesting Artifact 
John W.: Sterling Clip 
Prize: 1952 Franklin Half Dollar 

 
 

50/50 winner: Danny B. 

Prize: $50.00 

Attendance prizes: 

Robert P. :  1907 V Nickel 

Bill S. : 1916 Barber Quarter 

David S. :  1910 V Nickel 

 
Our CAT team received a well-deserved  

thank you from appreciative homeowner 

Matt Bauer. Way to go, guys! 

 

"I wanted to give you an update and a thank 

you... 



 

A couple of members from the CAT came 

out and met my wife and took a generous 

amount of time searching for her ring with 

no luck.  A couple of days later she found 

the ring at the bottom of a laundry basket.  

We are still grateful for their efforts, since it 

saved us hours digging through (or digging 

up) garden beds in a futile attempt to find 

the ring on our own.  I also wanted to let you 

know, so the team realizes that they didn't 

miss anything in their search, their metal 

detectors and expertise were indeed 

accurate." 

 

We also had to turn down a CAT request to 

find a lost cell phone. The gentleman had 

lost it in the beginning of July by Mineral 

Area College, which is way outside of our 

search zone. He had not been backing up his 

phone and needed to retrieve the data. There 

were a couple of  problems though. The 

poor man lost it two weeks earlier--in the 

middle of the busy highway. We declined. 

 

Next we had a man in Illinois who had been 

on medication and said he had many other 

problems, including a family member who 

stole. A while ago he had a box of tools that 

he didn't want out during his daughter's 

graduation. So he stashed them in the 

basement. Possibly in the rafters, possibly 

behind metal pipes--he just couldn't 

remember. He now needed to sell the tools 

and wanted them found. He had looked 

himself but thought we could help. We 

explained that we can't use our detectors 

under those conditions, and had to decline. 

Gateway MD Club 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/ 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

SALE TABLE 
If you want to sell a detecting-related item,  

we will have a designated table at every 

meeting. Please bring an info sheet with 

your name, phone no., selling price, and any 

information about the item. 

 

 

Club-themed apparel is available in 

various sizes. T-shirts, long sleeve 

shirts, sweatshirts, and zip hoodies. 

See a club officer for more 

information. 

WHO WE ARE 
We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/


respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

 

 

MEETINGS 
We meet on the first Tuesday of  

every month at: 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque School 

(SMMA) 

4900 Ringer Rd. 

St. Louis, MO 63129 

 

Go to rear of school to Door #7 
RECREATION 

 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

 

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL 

PER COUNTY AND SCHOOL CODES 

 

 

 

  
 


