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Prez's Corner  

 

Hello fellow dirt fishers... 

 

Wow, did we have fun on the Rolla 

hunt! It was a picture perfect day with a good breeze, blue 

skies, and thankfully, no hot temperature. See the following 

article for pictures of some of the neat finds. 

 

We have some timely articles this month about the end-of-

summer bugs. I think I have been bitten by each and every 

one of them this year--ticks, oak mites, chiggers, mosquitoes, 

spiders--you name it, it's had a part of me. I'm thinking of 

getting stock in the company that makes Benedryl. 

 

It's getting closer to the end of the year and the end of the  

Go For The Gold contest. Now's your chance to get in that 

hunt site or newsletter article to rack up more chances to win! 

The coin is worth over $425. 

 

Speaking of which--our October meeting presentation will be 

given by Jan Mason on "Finding Hunt Sites Using 

Genealogy". I can't wait to hear about this! Jan will also gain 

three chances in the gold contest. 

 

The GMDC Family Picnic was held on September 17. As it 

went over well the last two years, we again had a catered 

lunch. This year it was from Russo's. And games! All games 

this year were also open to family members, including our 

famous Digger Toss. However, we had to limit the Digger 

Toss participants to those 8 and older for safety reasons.  

 

By the time you read this I will be returning from my trip to 

England, right when two other members are departing for it. 

Wish I could turn around and do it again! Several of our 

members have gone to England this year. Maybe we can pool 

our resources and have a presentation next year when our 

finds come back (they can take anywhere from 4-12 months 

to export--even longer because of Covid). 

 

England is the epicenter of the wildfires and of the record heat 

(104*--in England!), but I haven't had a vacation of any sort 

in three years and I AM GOING!!!! LOL See you later! 

 

Happy Hunting! 



Monthly Meeting Notes 

From Our Secretary Julie 

There were 27 members at the meeting. 

 

Treasurer--Our club balance is $1,154.  

  

VP--We had 1 CAT call in Webster Groves 

for a healing disc. Was not found. There was 

one unofficial call at a nearby school for lost 

keys, also not found. 
 

Secretary- Reading of minutes from August 

2nd meeting. Philip N. motioned to approve 

the reports and Humphrey C. seconded the 

motion and all approved. 

 

The GMDC Family Picnic will be 

September 17th from 10-2pm at Kircher 

Park in Eureka 

 

We STILL need a Mystery Hunt site for 

October. Susannah has contacted every 

place that you gave possibilities for, and we 

were turned down on every one, mainly due 

to our numbers.  We need places like old 

farmhouses or something where there aren't 

any regulations hindering us. 

 

Members have a short time to get articles in 

for the newsletter to gain more chances for 

the "Go For the Gold" contest. Or give a 

presentation at our November meeting. Or A 

VIABLE HUNT SITE!!!!!  

 

Our presentation in October will be given by 

Jan Mason. She will show us how to find 

hunt sites using genealogy data. 

 

Danny Bailey did a great presentation on 

Indian spearheads and arrowheads.  Danny 

also donated arrowheads to be given to each 

winner of the FOM and Attendance prizes as 

an added bonus! 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

UGH...OAK MITES! 

  
 

Detecting in the fall can be hazardous! Oh 

not because of snakes and spiders, but 

because of the oak mite or oak leaf mite. 

And you can't even see them! 

 

The oak mite feeds on larvae of the oak gall 

fly that live on the edges of pin oak leaves. 

From late July to early fall, so many 

hunters fall victim to the mites that it's 

spawned the name "hunter's itch". The mite 

falls on humans and animals alike and just 

petting a dog who was showered with the 

mites can transfer them to you. The mites 

are so light that they can be blown on the 

wind for great distances, so you don't need 

to be standing under a pin oak to get them. 

 

The good news is that oak mites bite you 

just once and then fall off. The bad news is 

that there are bazillions of them. What can 

you do? As soon as you come in from 

outside, don't jump in the shower just yet. 

You want to put your clothes in the wash 

machine with hot water--and if you've 

showered first, the mites from handling your 

clothes will transfer to your body. Quickly 

wipe off all your equipment with hot, soapy 

water. Then take a very warm to hot, soapy 

shower, lathering everywhere.  

 

If you then start getting the red, intensely 

itching spots in 10-16 hours, you can take 

Benedryl to calm the nerve ends. You can 

use an OTC cortisone cream on the bites to 

stop the itching. Take a very warm, soapy 

shower several times in the first few days to 

be sure you have washed as many mites as 

possible away. Then it's just an endurance 

game until the intense itching fades.  



 
by Robert Tenholder

    

Even though summer is halfway over it is always good to remind ourselves of the dangers of 

ticks while metal detecting. In Missouri ticks can be found anytime when the weather is warm. 

When metal detecting you’ll find ticks in grassy, brushy, or wooded areas, especially where 

wildlife is abundant. However, you can also get ticks in well-cut areas when you kneel down to 

dig.  

 

Missouri's most common tick species are: 

Lone Star tick -  Females are easily identified by the white dot in the center of the back. Males 

often have dots or white streaks on the edge of their bodies. 

American Dog tick - Newly hatched larvae are yellow. Adults have an ornate brown-and-white 

mottling on the dorsal side. Blood-engorged females are gray. 

Deer tick - Legs and upper body are black. 

 

Bite Prevention 
Wear light-colored clothing and tuck your pant legs into your boots or socks. 

 

There are several chemical treatments you can apply before going into the woods.   

 

Treat clothing and gear with products containing 0.5% permethrin. Permethrin is an insecticide, 

and it will kill ticks instead of repelling them. 

Use EPA approved repellents containing DEET, picaridin, IR3535, Oil of Lemon Eucalyptus 

(OLE), para-menthane-diol (PMD), or 2-undecanone. Spray the product anywhere a tick can get 

access to your skin. Ankles, waist, arms, and neck for example. Always follow product 

instructions and do not use products containing OLE or PMD on children under 3 years old. 

 

After being out on a hunt, shower as soon as you can. Showering within two hours of coming 

indoors has been shown to reduce your risk of getting tick borne diseases. It helps in washing off 

unattached ticks.  After you shower check your body using a hand-held or full-length mirror to 

view all parts of your body.  Ticks particularly like these areas: 

 

Under the arms 

In and around the ears 

Inside belly button 

Back of the knees 

In and around the hair 

Between the legs 

    Around the waist    

 

Ticks don’t have to be attached to you immediately.  They may hitch a ride on your clothing or 

equipment and find you or another member of your family later after entering your house. Take 



the clothes you wore on the hunt and wash them in hot water. Cold and medium temperature 

water will not kill ticks. If you don’t need to wash the clothes, still throw them in the dryer on 

high heat for 20 minutes to kill the ticks.  They die from dehydration.  If the clothes are damp 

they may need additional time in the dryer. 

 

How to Properly Remove a Tick 
 

Use tweezers to grab the tick as close to the skin as possible. 

Pull straight up with steady, even pressure. Avoid twisting the tick, which can cause parts to 

break off and remain in the skin. 

Once the tick is removed, clean the area and your hands thoroughly. 

 

Lyme Disease and Rocky Mountain Fever 

 

Lyme disease is a bacterial infection you get from the bite of an infected tick.  Signs and 

symptoms of Lyme disease usually occur between 3 to 30 days after the tick bite. These include 

fever, rash, facial paralysis, and arthritis. 

 

A rash is one of those signs that frequently appears as one of the first symptoms of Lyme 

disease.  

 

It's typically a circular red area that sometimes clears in the middle, forming a bull's-eye pattern. 

It can spread up to 12 inches across. 

The rash occurs in approximately 70 to 80 percent of infected persons 

It expands gradually over several days reaching up to 12 inches or more (30 cm) across 

The rash may feel warm to the touch but is rarely itchy or painful 

The rash sometimes clears as it enlarges, resulting in a target or “bull’s-eye” appearance 

It may appear on any area of the body. 

 

Fever, chills, headache, fatigue, muscle and joint aches, and swollen lymph nodes may occur in 

the absence of rash.  Prompt medical treatment can help you recover quickly. 

      

Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever is a bacterial disease spread through the bite of an infected tick. If 

not treated early with the right antibiotic it can be deadly.   

         

This disease has a 2 to 14 day incubation period.  Symptoms include fever, chills, severe 

headache, malaise, gastrointestinal symptoms (nausea, vomiting, loss of appetite, abdominal 

pain, diarrhea and abdominal tenderness), discomfort or pain to the eyes when exposed to light, 

cranial or peripheral motor nerve paralysis or sudden transient deafness, a flat pink rash, non-

itchy spots on wrists, forearms and ankles that may spread to the trunk in the beginning with rash 

progressing to red to purple spots as the disease progresses to severe. 

 

Less than 1 percent of American Dog ticks carry Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever, while up to 50 

percent of Lone Star ticks may be carrying a milder form of the disease. 
 

 

 



OAK ISLAND...THEN 
Tragedy on Oak Island 

 

August 18, 1965 

Chester, Nova Scotia 

 

Four treasure hunters died while digging for 

the $30 million fortune believed to have 

been buried on Oak Island by the legendary 

pirate, Captain Kidd. 

 

The four men succumbed at the bottom of a 

25-foot shaft they dug to search for the 

treasure. They were victims of what one 

rescue worker described as "mud-gas" 

poisoning. 

 

Others attributed death to carbon monoxide 

poisoning from a monkey engine that was 

running at the top of the shaft. 

 

The tragedy occurred when one man fell 

down the shaft as it was being filled by a 

bulldozer. Six others went to his rescue, but 

only three returned to the surface alive. 

 

They were rescued by workers employed by 

the seven men searching for the treasure. 

 

The victims were identified as Robert 

Restall, 59, formerly of Hamilton, Ont., his 

22-year-old son Robert, Cyril Hiltz, 16, of 

Martins Point, Nova Scotia, and Karl 

Graeser, of Massapequa, N.Y. 

 

Restall, who was in charge of the operation, 

moved his family to Oak Island several 

years ago to launch plans for the hunt. 

 

The rescued men were Andrew Demone and 

Marshall Haley of Gold River, Nova Scotia, 

and Gordon Hiltz, brother of one of the dead 

men. 

 

The seven men were searching for the 

enormous treasure believed buried there by 

Captain William Kidd, the swashbuckling 

pirate who roamed the seas in the late 

seventeenth century. 

 

Treasure-seekers have been digging tunnels 

and caves on the island ever since. 

 

The fortune hunters are convinced 

something is there because borings have 

brought up evidence of stout oak chests, 

casks, and layers of protective cement and 

putty. 
--article from the New York Dispatch, Aug. 18, 1965 

 

 
 

Rolla Hunt 
Sunny skies. Check. Nice temps. Check. 

Cool finds. Check. We were back in Rolla 

having fun! CW bullets, horseshoes, rings, 

buckles, knives, and even an old authentic 

sheriff's badge were found.  

   
 

 
 

 
 



FINDS OF THE MONTH 
     

Oldest Coin 
John W.: 1941 D Mercury dime 

Prize: 1906 Barber half 

 
 

Most Interesting Jewelry 
Eric H.: High School gold ring 

Prize: 1945 Walking Liberty half 

 
 

Interesting Artifact 
Julie W.: 1850 Merchant Token 

Prize: 1911 Barber dime 

 
 

50/50 winner: Tom R. 

Prize: $40.00 

Attendance prizes: 

Kathy C. :  1892 Colombia Exposition Half 

John G. K. : 1907 V Nickel 

Philip N. :  1929 Standing Liberty Quarter 

INSECT COINS 
 

Coins depicting insects are quite rare. While 

Victorians loved anything to do with natural 

history, they don't seem to have incorporated 

insects into their coin designs. Neither did 

most other countries. However, there were a 

few over the years and below are some 

examples from this rare genre. 
 

  
Beetle coin from Slovakia 

 

 

  
Bees coin from France 

 

 

  
Bee coin from Italy 



Gateway MD Club 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/ 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

SALE TABLE 
If you want to sell a detecting-related item,  

we will have a designated table at every 

meeting. Please bring an info sheet with 

your name, phone no., selling price, and any 

information about the item. 

 

 

Club-themed apparel is available in 

various sizes. T-shirts, long sleeve 

shirts, sweatshirts, and zip hoodies. 

See a club officer for more 

information. 

WHO WE ARE 
We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

 

 

MEETINGS 
We meet on the first Tuesday of  

every month at: 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque School 

(SMMA) 

4900 Ringer Rd. 

St. Louis, MO 63129 

 

Go to rear of school to Door #7 

RECREATION 

 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

 

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL 

PER COUNTY AND SCHOOL CODES 

 

 

 

  
 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/

