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President's Corner  

 

By Susannah 

 

Hello fellow dirt fishers... 

Rain, doggone it! We need RAIN! I don't know about you, 

but I can't even get my shovel or digger in the ground 

anymore. And how are the officers supposed to give you any 

viable hunts--especially in turf--if there's no hope of getting a 

signal OR digging it up? After perusing other clubs all over 

the US, we find a majority are having the same issue too.  

With that said, we are still going ahead with our Mystery 

Hunt in Collinsville, IL. At least we will try! See below for 

further information. 

Officer nominations are this month. You can nominate 

yourself or a fellow member. This year our Secretary and 

Vice President are rotating out, as are the members of the 

FOM table and the CAT team. We don't do signups for FOM 

or CAT however, until our first meeting in February 2023. 

But we need your support RIGHT NOW for the club by 

volunteering to become one of our officers. 

Please consider nominating yourself. We need you! 

Our final get together of the year will be our annual members-

only Christmas Party. It will be held on our regular meeting 

night, hours, and place, Tuesday, December 6th, at 7pm. 

Doors open at 6:30. The club will be supplying a sheet cake, 

and if you would like to bring snacks or nibbles, feel free. Per 

a member's suggestion, we will have a sign-up sheet for that 

at the November meeting or you can email it in. The club will 

supply water, but if you would like to bring any other drink 

(no alcohol), feel free. 

There will be one VERY lucky person who will win the Go 

For The Gold Contest. They will win that gold coin worth 

over $425. Can't wait! 

 

The FOM winners will also be awarded their prizes that night, 

so all in all it's going to be a very fun occasion! 

Happy Hunting! 



Monthly Meeting Notes 

From Our Secretary Julie 

 There were 22 members and 1 guest 

at our meeting on October 4th. Welcome! 

 

Treasurer-- Our club balance is $1,038. 

 

Vice President-- We had 1 CAT call since 

the last meeting in Kirkwood for a lost 

wedding ring/family heirloom. It was found 

by the members of our CAT Team 

Humphrey C., Robert P. and Ron P. The 

owner was overcome with emotion that it 

had been found. 

 

Secretary- Reading of minutes from 

September 6th meeting. John W. motioned 

to approve the reports and Robert P. 

seconded the motion and all approved. 

 

The Go For the Gold contest is winding 

down. There is only one more month to get a 

hunt site, newsletter article or a presentation  

to receive chances for the contest. 

 

Officer Nominations are needed, please sign 

the sheets or mail in your entries. Nominate 

yourself or you can nominate someone else. 

 

We will be having our Christmas party at 

our meeting place. We will have a large 

sheet cake and everyone can bring their own 

snacks or desserts. Bring your own drinks 

(no alcohol) if you don't want water. It will 

be on the first Tuesday, December 6th at 

7pm. 

   

November 5 is our hunt at Relleke Pumpkin 

Patch near Pontoon Beach, IL 9am -12pm 

 

We will have a Mystery Hunt on Oct 22 

from 9am - 1pm. in COLLINSVILLE, IL. 

There will have to be a lottery for this hunt, 

but the officers are still assessing how many 

we can fit in so we will let you know. The 

sign-up sheet is on the Info Table. You can 

also sign up by email. Those with mobility 

problems will have difficulty in some spots.  

 

****Please bring a bag or rag to do the 

Hinge Method on part of the property.  

 

IMPORTANT--Please wear your club 

shirts so the owners know you. 

 

A nice presentation was given by Jan Mason 

on finding hunt sites using genealogy data. 

https://ancestralfindings.com/techniques-

finding-ancestors-home-land/ 

 

Marvin G. motioned to adjourn the meeting 

and David S. seconded the motion and all 

approved. 

  
 

Oh Deer! 
Detecting During Hunting Season 

by Bob Tenholder 

 

Metal detecting enthusiasts and hunters have 

some things in common, they both want to 

check out new areas to pursue their hobby.  

In Missouri, turkey hunting is four weeks 

during April and May.  In the Fall both deer 

and turkey hunting starts in September and 

goes through January depending on what 

weapon you are using.  

If you are metal detecting on a farm or in the 

woods during any of these times it is 

recommended that you wear a hat and vest 

that is hunter orange.  If you only want to 

wear one of these get a hunter orange hat.  

Don’t believe that just because the land 

owner has told you that you are the only one 

on their property, that that is true.  Several 

times on my own property where I thought I 

was alone I was startled by another hunter 

passing through.  Turkey hunters are 



generally well camouflaged and you might 

not even see them.  Deer hunters are 

suppose to wear hunter orange themselves 

during most seasons. 

All hunters are supposed to visually make 

sure of their target before firing.  There are 

certain times and certain hunting tags where 

only a specific sex of  animal might be 

taken.  That being said, not all hunters are 

good hunters.  Some are new and others just 

get very excited when they think they might 

be getting their kill.  Mistakes happen every 

year where someone is shot.  Just remember 

that a bullet goes a long, long way. 

 

I’ll give you two examples: 

1.  May 9, 2021 — An unidentified jogger 

on the Lewis and Clark Trail at Weldon 

Springs, Missouri was shot in the chest after 

a hunter mistook him for a turkey. 

2.  November 15, 1988, a young woman in 

eastern Maine was taking a break from a 

home repair when she put on her dark blue 

jacket and pulled on a pair of white mittens 

before stepping out on her deck and down 

the steps and into a clearing in the woods.  

Sixty-three yards away a hunter fired his 

rifle and killed her. The hunter stated that he 

didn’t know he was so close to houses.  He 

thought he was shooting at a deer.  It was 

speculated that he may have mistaken her 

white mittens for the tail of a deer.   

CAT Team Successful Hunt! 
             

Our club was contacted by a distraught 

Amanda G. She wrote, "I was sent your 

information. I was at my daughter's soccer 

game yesterday at 2pm and my other 

daughter wanted sun screen rubbed in. I took 

off a family wedding band and was 

distracted by my daughter and it must have 

fallen off my lap. I did not realize this until 

we were home. 

My husband and I went back up and 

searched yesterday. He ran and purchased a 

metal detector but we still had no luck. 

 

Just checking to see if this is something you 

all could help with. This is very sentimental 

to me." 

 

Our Cat team consisting of Robert Politte, 

Ron Prebianca, and Humphrey Crook 

jumped into action, and such was their 

expertise that only 10 minutes after they had 

arrived Robert found her ring!  

Great job, guys! 
 

 
 

 



On the Hunt 

(Surprising things found  

while detecting) 
from BoredPanda.com 

 

1. An Entire Town  

"My buddy and I set out to find an old gold 

mining camp. We followed the maps and 

were in the right place when we discovered 

that the town was actually on the other side 

of a canyon. We had to beat our way 

through some 12' brush and then started 

finding things everywhere. He found a 

pocketwatch right by the side of the old 

wagon road. We realized that the entire 

dump was still there. Like the place had 

become forgotten and finally recorded on 

the wrong side of the creek years before. We 

actually stopped hunting and told the Forest 

Service. We met and took the archaeologist 

up there. He was floored because everything 

was still in context. Felt pretty good about 

finding a whole town." 

 

2. 30-pound Meteorite 

"I've found a meteorite in Kansas. There is 

an area outside of Greensburg that is known 

to have had a meteor explode in the air 

before hitting the earth and dozens of 

smaller fragments are scattered over many 

miles. They are very deep and a lot of work 

to dig up, but my dad and I dug a 7 foot hole 

and extracted a nearly 30 pound stony-iron 

pallasite meteorite, which is worth nearly 

$2,000 a pound." 

 

3. Cache of Cannonballs 

"Using a Schonstedt metal detector to 

determine the absence or presence of an 

underground heating oil storage tank in 

Morristown, New Jersey, I found a 

subsurface object corresponding in size to a 

550 gallon tank (4’x6’). 

I obtained a municipal permit for removal, 

subsurface utility mark-outs and when I 

excavated I discovered the object was not a 

tank but a cache of Revolutionary War-era 

cannonballs." 

 

4. 11.5-oz. Gold Nugget 

"Not my thing, but my brother was detecting 

just downstream from a popular swimming 

hole on the American River in California a 

couple of years ago, looking for dropped 

watches, phones, go pros, etc. Got a hit, 

flipped a rock, and found an 11.5-ounce 

gold nugget underneath. Miners tore the hell 

out of those rivers back in the 1849 Gold 

Rush, and amateurs have been panning it 

ever since, so it was pretty freaking 

incredible to find something that big." 

 

 
 

5. Spanish Double Musket 

"Found a pre-1800s vertical Spanish double 

musket in the ring of a dead tree. Had a 

bayonet. Apparently the locals (Florida 

Indians) had no idea how to operate these 

things so would just hide them in holes of 

oak trees etc. So this gun hung out in that 

tree until the swamp overtook the land and 

brought it to ground level." 

 



FINDS OF THE MONTH 
     

Oldest Coin 
Jim H.: 1579 Long Cross Silver Coin 

Prize: 1899 Silver Barber Dime 

 
 

Most Interesting Jewelry 
Eric H.: 14K Gold/Diamond Ring 

Prize: 1930 Silver Standing Liberty Quarter 

 
 

Most Interesting Artifact 
Julie W.: 1800s Suspender Buckle 

Prize: 1917 Silver Mercury Dime 

 
 

50/50 winner: Robert P. 

Prize: $45.00 

Attendance prizes: 

Rob W. : 1954 Silver Franklin Half Dollar 

Pat R.    : 1874 Silver 3-Cent Piece 

Rick C. : 1898 Silver Barber Dime 

FOM Contest Rules: 
Fill out an entry form at the beginning of the 

meeting, and hand it to a member of the 

FOM committee. 

  

Only one entry, per person, per month, is 

allowed (not one entry per category). 

Finds must ONLY be from the previous 

meeting (we trust your honor!). 

Everyone making a submission will receive 

one point. Category winners will receive 

two points.  

 

Points will be recorded and tallied by the 

FOM committee. At the end of the year, 

three winners will receive  

FABULOUS prizes! 

 

 
 

MYSTERY HUNT 

October 22, 9am-1pm 
Collinsville, IL 

 

This hunt will be slightly challenging for 2 

reasons--we have way more detectorists 

registered than can fit the property, and a 

small part of the property has steep terrain 

and brush. Therefore we are going to be 

forced to fill the hunt slots (25 of them) by 

lottery. Those with mobility issues can 

certainly find places to hunt, but not the 

entire hunt site. 

 

****Please bring a bag or rag to do the 

Hinge Method on part of the property.  

 

IMPORTANT--Please wear your  

club shirts so the owners know you. 

 

Registration closes October 12. 

 

 



Gateway MD Club 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/ 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

CLASSIFIEDS 
If you want an ad in the 

CLASSIFIEDS,  

please send them through: 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Club-themed shirts and hoodies are 

available in various sizes. T-shirts, 

long sleeve shirts, pullover hoodies, 

and zip hoodies. See a club officer 

for more information. 

WHO WE ARE 
We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

 

 

MEETINGS 
We meet on the first Tuesday of  

every month at: 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque School 

(SMMA) 

4900 Ringer Rd. 

St. Louis, MO 63129 

 

Go to rear of school to Door #7 

RECREATION 

 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

 

MASKS ARE NO LONGER REQUIRED 
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