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Prez's Corner  

 

Hello fellow dirt fishers... 

 

Sorry for missing two newsletters. There 

was the small matter of me having two 

surgeries. I’d much rather be doing 

newsletters than those, believe me! 

 

Here’s to those who made it through the Diehard Mystery 

Hunt in December. It actually turned out to be a beautiful hunt 

and the location meant that the cold temps and winds were 

negated. And there were great finds! We are going to try to 

get the site again for the spring. 

 

We are saying goodbye to our VP John Westermayer and 

Secretary Julie Wheatley. What a great job they both did and 

the club is the richer for them. We welcome Ron Prebianca as 

our new VP and Kent Hilbert as Secretary. A big thanks for 

volunteering, guys!  

 

There is no meeting or club hunt in January, and no club hunt 

in February. We will as usual have a February meeting if the 

weather cooperates. You can renew your membership at any 

time starting now, or you can bring your money to the 

February meeting. Dues are remaining the same. For 

information on how much and where to send your renewal, go 

on the club website under the MEMBERSHIP tab. 

 

In January we will be asking for volunteers and alternates for 

the FOM table. The FOM table is tied to the VP position, and 

alternates out every two years. Remember that you gain 

chances in our volunteer contest whose prize is yet to be 

determined. This year’s prize was a gold coin! 

 

We will also be asking for volunteers and alternates for our 

CAT team. We try to rotate out team members each year so as 

to give everyone a chance to serve, including any new 

members. This is a valuable service we provide for the 

community, and this year we even had someone who was 

referred by a person who used our CAT team earlier.  

Word gets around! 

 

See you next year! 

 

Happy Hunting! 



Christmas Party Notes 

From Our Secretary Julie 

There was a lot of fun going around at our 

Grinch-themed Christmas party! We had 24 

members chatting away, eating yummy 

treats, winning prizes, and hearing who won 

which contests. 

 

 
 

We started with our FOM winners: 

1st place tie $75 

 Eric Hanewinkel 

John Westermayer 

 

2nd place $50 

Robert Politte 

 

3rd place tie $25 

Bob Tenholder 

John Quinn 

 

 

 

 
 

Next were our attendance prize winners: 

1942 Walking Liberty—Humphrey Crook 

1962 Franklin Half Dollar—Ron Prebianca 

Metal Testing Kit—Pam Popp 

Metal Testing Kit—Kathy Crowell 

Andre’s erasing pencils—David Scott 

Andre’s erasing pencils—John D. Kamp 

 

Both Bingo games: 

2 troy ounces of silver—Robert Politte 

 

 
 

And our Go For The Gold winner: 

$450 gold coin—Robert Tenholder 

 

 



Cracker Jack  
Mystery Club President Coin 

by Susannah K. 

 

The Cracker Jack Mystery Club was started 

in May of 1933 and ran through 1936. It was 

the largest marketing campaign the company 

ever conducted. Children could become 

Mystery Club members if they sent in 10 

aluminum Cracker Jack US President coins 

found in CJ boxes (and also Checkers 

popcorn) as prizes. When that was deemed 

too hard, the requirement was dropped to 

three coins. But that was later found to be 

too easy, so the requirement was upped to 

five, where it remained. 

 

 

There were 31 President coins, including the 

then-president Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

Grover Cleveland’s two terms were placed 

on one coin, hence 31 coins instead of 32. A 

total of 32 million such coins were made, 

with nearly a quarter of a million children 

becoming members. 

After the child sent in his 10 or 3 or 5 

President coins, Cracker Jack then sent back 

some of them or their equivalent President 

medals. The child was also awarded with a 

membership certificate and a small gift. 

Only 10 of the President coin-types were 

stamped with the word CANCELED across 

the back.  That makes these quite rare to 

find.  

The coin that I found at our latest hunt 

depicts President Franklin Pierce. The 

lettering around the edge says,  

“14th PRESIDENT, U.S.A., 1853-1857, 

FRANKLIN PIERCE” 

The reverse of the coin says,  

"POOR PIERCE" 

JOIN 

CRACKER JACK 

MYSTERY CLUB 

SAVE THIS COIN 

THE CRACKER JACK CO. 

CHICAGO, 

U.S.A. 

"FIRES OF CIVIL WAR LIGHTED" 

 

Pierce is viewed by presidential historians as 

an inept chief executive, whose failure to 

stem the nation's inter-sectional conflict 

accelerated the course towards civil war. He 

is generally ranked as one of the worst 

presidents in American history. 

 
--Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History 

1382257 

--numista.com exonumia 117741 

--Ransom Place archaeology, May 26, 2000 



APEX DETECTOR REVIEW 

 
The Garrett Ace Apex metal detector is a 

new addition to their Ace series line. It’s a 

departure from their previous detectors as it 

uses multi-frequencies and weighs just 2.5 

pounds. A machine best-suited to beginner 

and mid-range experience levels, it still 

offers the dedicated detectorist multiple 

opportunities to play with the big boys. 

 

The Apex technology offers 4 single 

frequencies as well as 2 multi-frequencies 

(saltwater beach option and standard). It has 

search modes that are factory preset which 

help beginners avoid the tricky maze of 

trying to customize a machine with which 

they are not familiar. The Apex also comes 

with a custom mode for more savvy users 

who want to create their own notch 

discrimination mode. It has both US and 

international coin modes for those who are 

lucky enough to detect overseas. Like all 

preset modes however, it has some hiccups 

in that the US coin mode will not identify an 

Indian Head penny, Flying Eagle cent, and 

the three cent nickel. 

 

The Apex is not customizable to the extent 

of pricier, more advanced models, but then it 

wasn’t meant to be. With a price point of 

under $500 (depending on which package 

you choose), you are still able to adjust 

sensitivity, ground balance, iron audio, and 

operating frequency.  

 

The Apex does not have Bluetooth, so you 

can only use Garrett’s Z-Lynx headphones if 

you buy the wireless package. It does, 

however, have an audio jack if you want to 

use regular headphones. And as usual, 

companies that sell metal detectors will tell 

you that you should always use headphones 

to get those faint, deep signals. With the 

Apex having a hybrid audio system, 

headphones are a necessity. Their system is 

described thus--“provides the simplicity of 

binary audio (found on existing Ace 

detectors) with the additional benefits of 

subtle proportional audio for faint targets.”  

Their Audible Target ID has five tones of 

target identification—low, low-medium, 

medium, medium-high, and high. 

 

Garrett offers two packages for the Apex. 

The first is the standard which includes the 

metal detector, search coil, and coil cover. 

The second is the Z-Lynx package which 

includes the metal detector, search coil, coil 

cover, and MS-3 Z-Lynx wireless 

headphones.  

 

 
 

The Apex is not bulletproof however. 

Besides the gaps in the US coin mode, a 

serious deficiency is that the waterproof 

Viper 6”x11” Double-D coil is the only coil 

you can use. It cannot be used with any 

other single-frequency detectors in the Ace 

series and other Ace coils are not compatible 

with the new Apex. 

 

However, the overall consensus is that this is 

a nice addition to Garrett’s Ace series. 

 
--secondstreethobbies.com/Garrett Apex 9/2/20 

--techmetalresearch.com/Apex review 



DIEHARD MYSTERY HUNT 
Fults, IL 

 

 
Getting instructions from owner 

 

 
Julie W. musket and pistol balls 

 

 
Pam P. tax token front 

 

 
Checking Susannah’s find 

 

 
Tim P. War of 1812 artillery button 

 

 
Early 1800s gilt-back flat button 



SANTA AND HIS PIPE TAMP 
 

 
 

If Santa had a pipe, he surely had a pipe 

tamp. Nowadays we rarely see pipes 

anymore, but back in the day they were 

ubiquitous. And where there was a pipe, 

there had to be a pipe tamp. 

 

The tamp is a blunt instrument, with the end 

either a simple dowel or shaped like the 

head of a nail. This end is used to tamp 

down the tobacco while packing the pipe, 

and to crush the ash together during 

smoking or relighting. Tamps are often 

made with a notch or small holes to permit 

airflow so that tamping the tobacco does not 

extinguish the flame. 

 

Pipe tamps, or tampers, come in a variety of 

materials and sizes, and were often highly 

decorative. Tamps exist in every price range 

for any taste. They have been made in 

untold numbers of exotic woods and in 

metals such as silver, gold, bronze, tin, 

pewter, steel, copper, aluminum, and iron. 

Then there are tamps of bone, ivory, and just 

about anything else that can be carved. 

 

Tamps are well-known for being turned into 

highly artistic pieces. Everything from 

famous personalities to landmarks to nudes 

have been incorporated into their design.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Gateway MD Club 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/ 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

SALE TABLE 
If you want to sell a detecting-related item,  

we will have a designated table at every 

meeting. Please bring an info sheet with 

your name, phone no., selling price, and any 

information about the item. 

 

 

Club-themed apparel is available in 

various sizes. T-shirts, long sleeve 

shirts, sweatshirts, and zip hoodies. 

See a club officer for more 

information. 

WHO WE ARE 
We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

 

 

MEETINGS 
We meet on the first Tuesday of  

every month at: 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque School 

(SMMA) 

4900 Ringer Rd. 

St. Louis, MO 63129 

 

Go to rear of school to Door #7 

RECREATION 

 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

 

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL 

PER COUNTY AND SCHOOL CODES 

 

 

 

  
 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/

