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We are a group of 

detecting 

enthusiasts 

whose aim is to 

get out there and 

have fun, find 

fellowship, and 

find and preserve 

our nation's 

history. We dig 

responsibly, act 

respectfully, and 

operate legally. 
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“Can you dig it? We can!” 

 

 

Club Email: 
detectinghistory@ 

yahoo.com 

 

Club Officers: 

President 

Susannah Kriegshauser 
 

Vice President 

Ron Prebianca 
 

Treasurer 

David Scott 
 

Secretary 

Kent Hilbert 

 

 

Prez's Corner  

 

Hello fellow dirt fishers... 

 

Well, we have already completed one 

hunt and now are off on another! 

Our New Haven hunt netted quite a few 

iron objects, including my own very decorative (and heavy!) 

well wheel sprocket used to pull up the bucket. Unfortunately, 

we had to disappoint the homeowners when we just couldn’t 

come up with many historical finds for their old homestead. 

But they were very gracious to us anyway and we all had fun. 

And I got my first tick of the year at that hunt, one week into 

March, yuck. I just wasn’t expecting one so early—silly me. 

So let that be a lesson to use your spray ALL year, even if you 

don’t think you need it. Those little buggers are persistent! 

 

The ANNUAL MO CIVIL WAR MUSEUM PARK DAY is 

right around the corner, April 15 from 10-1 (note the new 

time change). A bunch of volunteers will do some much-

needed mulch spreading, trimming, raking, and more. Bring 

tools! There is still time to volunteer by letting us know 

through the club email. We need to know numbers because 

the museum provides hotdogs, snacks, and beverages. This is 

a good way for our club to give back to the museum since 

periodically they slip us a hunt site, like the New Haven one 

mentioned above. So hurry and get your reservation in now. 

 

Membership renewals are due by the end of March. After that 

time your name and email will be removed and you will no 

longer know about our amazing Mystery Hunts or any other 

fun things we do. And we have SEVERAL coming up! 

 

It's time to begin thinking of presentations for our club 

meetings. If you would like to get up for a few minutes to 

present something pertaining to detecting, we would love it. 

You don’t have to go all out, but we have a TV screen hookup 

and microphone for those that do! We’ve had Indian 

arrowheads and spearpoints, how to make homemade 

detecting equipment, hunting an old hospital, how detecting 

found the steamboat Arabia, and many more. What would 

YOU like to tell us? Just let us know through the club email. 

 

 

Happy Hunting! 



Monthly Meeting Notes 
From Our Secretary Kent 

 

There were 29 people at the meeting—23 

members and 6 guests. Welcome to our 

club, new members! 

 

Treasurer--Our club balance is $1,851.60. 

$300 will be due for our insurance at the end 

of March. The club also received an 

anonymous $300 donation. 

 

VP--the FOM table sorely needs a couple of 

members to work at the meeting each 

month. Please help! 

The CAT team fielded 3 calls last month. 

 

Secretary—Minutes from the last meeting 

were read. Philip Newell motioned, Kathy 

Hesketh seconded, and motion was 

approved. 

 

It was stated that members have until the 

end of March to renew their memberships, 

or their name and email would be removed 

and they cannot go on Mystery Hunts. 

 

The question was asked if all would like to 

try polo shirts this year in addition to our 

regular club t-shirts and hoodies. Members 

were agreeable. Susannah said the officers 

were trying to keep the costs down as much 

as possible and the club made no money off 

the shirts, but it was good publicity for us. 

 

Members were told of the Missouri Civil 

War Museum Park Day and new time 10-1. 

This constitutes helping with landscaping 

such as moving mulch, trimming bushes, 

cleaning the parking lot and more.  

 

The gold coin contest is going strong and 

members were reminded that they have until 

the July seeded hunt to buy chances. 

 

The new method of determining a “Best 

Overall” in each FOM category at the end of 

the year was discussed. There were some 

questions, which were fielded by the FOM 

table workers and Susannah. 

 

Susannah brought up the point that at this 

time we have no way of contacting a family 

member or responsible party if a member 

gets hurt while on a hunt or club activity. 

She and the officers had talked it over and 

asked the membership if they would be 

agreeable to adding ICE (In Case of 

Emergency) number and info to the club 

database. Then at each hunt or activity, a list 

could be printed to carry with an officer in 

the event of an emergency. Members 

thought it was a good idea. Susannah then 

told them that they could send their ICE 

information to a special secure email, and 

the information would then be transferred to 

the club database. Only the four officers 

would have access and the password is 

changed every year. 

 

She then asked if there should also be a 

category for special needs such as “diabetic” 

or “allergic to bee stings” etc, but said she 

wasn’t very comfortable with that personal 

information on a club database that, while as 

secure as the officers could make it, was not 

fool-proof. Members discussed it and said 

that almost everyone who has a condition 

would carry something on them that would 

identify the problem, such as a card behind 

their driver’s license etc. Members decided 

it was too risky and not needed. 

 

John Westermayer motioned to adjourn the 

meeting, Philip Newell seconded, and all 

approved. 

 
 



Steaming Down the Ol’ Miss-- 

SS Admiral 
 

 

 
 

Who among us got to stroll the deck of the 

Admiral in the moonlight with a date? Or 

danced in the ballroom? A lot of memories 

were stirred when this lovely old girl was 

scrapped in 2011, but detectorists can still 

find memorabilia from her. 

 

In 1907 the SS Albatross was built as a 

metal-hulled sidewheeler ferry to shuttle 

heavy railcars across the Mississippi River 

at Vicksburg, Mississippi. It was fitted with 

rails built onto the deck, allowing railcars to 

roll onto the ferry, ride across the river, then 

roll over to tracks on the opposite shore after 

the river crossing was completed. A bridge 

completed in 1930 rendered the Albatross 

obsolete for its intended purpose, retiring it 

from ferry service after 23 years. 

 

 
 

In 1935, Streckfus Steamers acquired the SS 

Albatross and refitted the steamer with a 

five-story, steel superstructure. Completed 

in 1940 and measuring 374 feet, the steamer 

was rechristened the SS Admiral. Joe 

Streckfus became its captain. The Art Deco 

exterior was designed by Mazie Krebs, the 

fashion illustrator for the department store 

Famous-Barr. Construction on the exterior 

was completed in 1940 at a cost of over 

$700,000 (equivalent to $13,539,430 in 

2021).  

 

 
 

From 1938 to 1940, the Streckfus Company 

rebuilt, for more than $1,000,000 in its day, 

the interior of a ship with five decks, two of 

which were air-conditioned, a then unheard-

of luxury. Her steel hull was divided into 74 

compartments, of which up to 11 could be 

flooded with the ship still remaining afloat. 

The two massive piston shafts that drove the 

side paddle wheels were nicknamed Popeye 

and Wimpy and were visible from the lower 

deck. 

 

The SS Admiral departed on her first 

excursion cruise from the St. Louis 

waterfront in June 1940. The steamer could 

carry as many as 4400 passengers. A large 

ballroom — with a capacity of about 

2,000 — occupied most of the second deck, 

overlooked by ceiling tiles decorated with 

signs of the zodiac. The third deck, also 

known as the mezzanine level, was 

surrounded by large windows and featured 

several dining and lounge areas. A large 

powder room on the mezzanine was named 



and styled for Greta Garbo. Interior 

furnishings and other decorations were 

designed in the Art Deco mode. 

 

 
 

The top deck, or "lido deck," was the only 

place on the Admiral available for open-air 

lounging. With unobstructed views, this was 

a vantage point for the St. Louis Arch, the 

top-terraced homes on Chouteau's Bluff, the 

Eads Bridge, the Martin Luther King Bridge 

and the Jefferson Barracks Bridge. Several 

coin-operated telescopes facilitated close-up 

views. The pilothouse, whistles, lights, and 

the ship's calliope were also located on the 

lido deck. The calliope could be heard for 

quite a distance back from the shore. The 

vessel was nearby when the Arch was 

completed in October 1965 with installation 

of its final key link. 

 

 
 

In 1973, Streckfus Steamers converted the 

Admiral from steam to diesel power. The 

shafts for the paddlewheels were cut and 

removed to make way for port and starboard 

diesel propellers. The side-propellers and a 

stern-mounted propeller were all run by 

large Caterpillar engines. 

 

In 1979, the United States Coast Guard 

condemned the hull of the Admiral and 

prohibited the ship from plying the 

Mississippi. Facing an estimated $1.5 

million in repairs to the aging boat, 

Streckfus Steamers sold the docked ship two 

years later for $600,000 to Pittsburgh 

businessman John E. Connelly, who had 

plans to move it to his hometown, though 

they were never realized. He later sold it for 

$1.5 million to a group of local investors, SS 

Admiral Partners, a subsidiary of Six Flags. 

 

The new ownership group invested $31 

million in the latest renovation. The fourth 

and fifth decks were converted to enclosed 

facilities. The ship was painted silver. A 

theater was added, along with a stationary 

multi-level docking facility. The partnership 

decided not to undergo the expense of a dry 

dock inspection, but later replaced structural 

deficiencies. This, together with faulty 

construction and problems with labor, 

resulted in final capital costs of $37 million, 

way over the original estimate. 

 

The Admiral opened as an entertainment 

center in 1987, featuring several music 

venues, a restaurant, and the "Birdland 

Theater," a set of fourteen animated, 

mechanical birds which played music. 

 

 



After the early 1990s, it was operated from 

moorings near Eads Bridge as the  

President Casino Laclede's Landing. It 

had 1,230 slot machines, 59 gaming tables, 

18 restrooms, and one restaurant. 

 

Barge Collision 

On April 4, 1998, a tow group of the M/V 

Anne Holly, comprising 12 loaded and two 

empty barges, which was traveling 

northbound on the Mississippi River through 

the St. Louis Harbor, struck the Missouri-

side pier of the center span of the Eads 

Bridge. Eight barges broke away from the 

tow and drifted back through the Missouri 

span. Three of these barges drifted toward 

the Admiral. The drifting barges struck the 

Admiral, causing 8 of its 10 mooring lines to 

break. The Admiral then rotated clockwise 

downriver, away from the Missouri 

riverbank. The captain of the Anne Holly 

disengaged his vessel from the six remaining 

barges in the tow and placed Anne Holly's 

bow against the Admiral's bow to hold it 

against the bank. About the same time that 

the Anne Holly began pushing against the 

Admiral, the Admiral's next-to-last mooring 

line snapped. Only the Anne Holly and the 

single mooring wire that remained attached 

to the Admiral's stern anchor held the 

Admiral near the Missouri bank. No deaths 

resulted from the accident; 50 people were 

examined for minor injuries. Of those 

examined, 16 were sent to local hospitals for 

further treatment. Damages were estimated 

at $11 million With the motorless Admiral 

wedged against the bank, rescue boats 

worked for hours shuttling about 2,500 

people to safety. 

 

An Ignominious Ending 

In August 2008, Pinnacle Entertainment, the 

Admiral’s owner, was considering moving 

the boat north to the area near the Chain of 

Rocks Bridge. After the state refused to 

approve the deal, Pinnacle surrendered its 

gambling license and sold her to St. Louis 

Marine in 2010. The top decks were 

removed, but further dismantlement was 

delayed due to the 2011 Mississippi River 

floods, which made it impossible to 

transport the vessel downstream under the 

Eads Bridge. After the river lowered to a 

passable level, St. Louis Marine moved her 

remains on July 19, 2011, to Columbia, 

Illinois, and her lower decks were 

dismantled. The hull was then towed to 

Calvert City, Kentucky, where it was hauled 

out on the bank of the Tennessee River and 

scrapping was completed. 

 

Today 

Metal detectorists can occasionally find SS 

Admiral memorabilia, especially casino 

tokens, keychains, and more. 

 

 
 

 
 

Wikipedia. SS Admiral (1907) 

www.builtstlouis.net/admiral 



 

 

 

 

NEW HAVEN MYSTERY HUNT 

It was a beautiful day for a hunt at this old 

property. Plenty of room for everyone, with 

many places to hunt. While everyone was 

finding lots of old iron, some were fortunate 

enough to find musket balls, pistol shot, an 

old Ford scrip detail, old padlock, an old 

rosary, and many antique horse-related 

items. We didn’t find the personal family 

items the homeowner was hopeful that we’d 

get, but it was still a nice hunt for our first 

Mystery Hunt of the year. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Why You Can Thank Hedy Lamarr For 

Your Metal Detector 

 

Hedy's fascination with invention was very 

inborn; and it was fostered by her father, 

who was a banker, but actually loved 

invention himself. He would point out to her 

how things worked, where the electricity 

came from, and loved her tinkering, so she 

would do things to impress him. She would 

do something like take apart a music box 

and put it back together again. 

 

As an Austrian Jew, she was very concerned 

about what was happening to her family left 

behind in Vienna. She wanted to bring her 

mother safely to the U.S., but Nazi 

submarines had blown up refugee ships who 

attempted an Atlantic crossing. 

 

So she invented a secret communication 

system for the Allies. It was a secure radio 

signal that would allow Allied warships to 

control their torpedoes. The radio signal 

going from the ship to the torpedo would 

change frequencies according to a 

complicated code so the Germans couldn’t 

jam the signal. It inspired a secure digital 

communication system we use today in cell 

phones. It also inspired the multi-band 

technology used in modern metal detectors. 
www.smithsonianmag.com/innovation1800965209 



FINDS OF THE MONTH 
     

Oldest Coin 
Brad P.: 1859 Large Cent 

Prize: 1907 Indian Head Penny 

 
 

Most Interesting Jewelry 
Kent H.: Gold ring with stones 

Prize: 1957 Seated Liberty Dime 

 
 

Most Interesting Artifact 
John D. K.: Antique Rosary 

Prize: 1938 Walking Liberty Half 

 
 

50/50 winner: Doug R. 

Prize: $58.00 

Attendance prizes: 

Bob T.:  1901 Barber Dime 

Jim H.:  1851 Large Cent 

John G. K..:  1943 Mercury Dime 

FOM Contest Rules: 
Fill out an entry form at the beginning of the 

meeting, and hand it to a member of the 

FOM committee. 

  

Only one entry, per person, per month, is 

allowed (not one entry per category). 

Finds must ONLY be from the previous 

meeting (we trust your honor!). 

 

Winner of a category will have their find 

placed into the final contest for BEST FIND 

OVERALL in that category.  

 

At the end of the year, the three winners of 

BEST OVERALL will receive  

FABULOUS prizes! 

 

 
 

FOM CONTEST CHANGE!!! 
 

One of the goals of the club is to have both 

newbies and experienced members share in 

the excitement of winning prizes. To that 

end, we have changed the FOM to be fairer.  

 

At the end of the year, the FOM judges will 

look at each month’s winner in each 

category for the year, then pick the Best 

Overall in each category. 

 

It doesn’t matter if you go out once a month 

or once a day—now everyone will have the 

same chance to win a category’s  

Best Overall 

 

Thank you to club member Julie Wheatley 

for the suggestion! 

 

 



Gateway MD Club 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/ 

detectinghistory@yahoo.com 

 
"Can you dig it? WE can!" 

 

SALE TABLE 
If you want to sell a detecting-related item, 

we will have a designated table at every 

meeting. Please bring an info sheet with 

your name, phone no., selling price, and any 

information about the item. 

 

 

Club-themed apparel is available in 

various sizes. T-shirts, long sleeve 

shirts, sweatshirts, and zip hoodies. 

See a club officer for more 

information. 

WHO WE ARE 
We are a group of detecting enthusiasts 

whose aim is to get out there and have fun, 

find fellowship, and find and preserve our 

nation's history. We dig responsibly, act 

respectfully, and operate legally. We invite 

you to join us. You won't be disappointed! 

 

 

MEETINGS 
We meet on the first Tuesday of  

every month at: 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque School 

(SMMA) 

4900 Ringer Rd. 

St. Louis, MO 63129 

 

Go to rear of school to Door #7 

RECREATION 

 

7:00 pm (Doors open at 6:30 pm) 

 

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL 

PER COUNTY AND SCHOOL CODES 

 

 

 

  
 

https://gatewaymetaldetectingclub.com/

